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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION--NAVIGATION ACT,
EXEMPTION.

Mr. SL.EEMAN akdthe Premier: 1,
Were the State Government approached by
the Federal Government for an opinion be-
fore the granting of exemption to the s.s,
''Centaur" to trade on the North-West
coast of this State? 2, If so, what opinion
was given?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, No.

QUESTION-UNEMPLOYMENT
RELIEF.

lon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Col-
onial Treasurer: 1, Have the Government
agreed to spend pound for pound with the
City Council on new unscheduled works
which the Council may undertake for the
relief of the unemployed? 2, If so, will
the same terms and conditions be granted
to other local governing bodies of the met-
ropolitan area?

The COLONIAL TREASURER re-
plied: 1 and 2, No; and no request of this
nature has been made.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Eighth Day.
Mr. BARNARD (Sussex) [4.35]: As one

of the new members, let me congratulate
you, Sir, on your election as Speaker. Also
T swish to congratulate the Premier and his
Ministers on their attainment to office.
At the last ejection it was the people's
wish that those gentlemen should take
office, and we have to abide by that de-
cision. Let us hope that the people will
nnt be disappointed in the Premier and his
Ministers. It has been pleasing fo hear hon.
members express their willingness to help
the Premier in the work he has before him.
In the Governor 's Speech I notice that
every part of Western Australia is Men-
tioned for assistance; so apparently the
same old policy is to he carried on by the
new Government. That will be gratifying
to those on this side. The Premier has
said that he will require at least 17,000O,000
this year for the works of the country.
Judging from the requests we have heard
from members here it is clear that

£7,000,000 will not be sufficient to carry out
all the works required. The Premier is likely
to have a difficult problem in finding the
money. I hope be will be able to get euffic-
lent to carry out the most necessary works,
and that hon. members' requests will be
accedell to, for I am sure they are quite
justified., My own have not yet been added
to the list. Fortunately they are very
smial indeed. Of course, like Geraldton and
Fremantle and Bunbury1 Busselton has a
hnrhour requiring attention. To me It
seems that Busselton 'a claim in this respect
is more urgent than any of the others. We
have a jetty not equal to the business of
the port. Owing to the Margaret River
railway being almost completed, the tim-
ber mills erected along that line are send-
ing timber through Busselton to Bunbury
because the accommodation at our jetty is
not sufficient for the berthing of the large
boats that come for timber.

The Minister for Lands: Will not a lot
of that timber go to Augusta, in futurel

Mr. B3ARNARD: I hope not. It is closer
to our port than to Augusta, and the Aug-
usta jetty vnill require ~a lot more repairs
than will ours to be able to berth timber
boats. The jetty-head there is only 600 feet
long, whereas the timber bouts are up to
460 feet in length. The Margaret River
railunay has not yet been taken over by
the Government, although 1922 tuna of tim-
ber have been sent through to Bunbury for
shipment. Then there are some smaller
requirements in my electorate. For in-
stance, a railway station at Donnybrook is
necessary and has been half-promised for
many years. Yet new stations of much
less importance are being built else-
where. The most pressing question of all
is that of group settlement. The 'Minister
for Lands last night gave us some aston-
ishing figures. Speaking of land settle-
ment generally he said that £ll,000,000 had
been lent to farmers. I take it most of
that has been lent in the wheat areas. The
Treasurer has said that he requires one and
a-quarter million pounds for the group set-
tlements this year. It is a very large sum,
but I hope he will be able to find all that
is necessary to carry on the good work
initiated by Sir James Mlitchell. The
pulley of group settlement has found
favour with the Labour Party. Last night
the Minister for Lands told us that the
party bad kept the Government in power
last session because they were satisfied with
the group settlement policy.

The Minister for Land-.:. I said because
they were carrying out our policy.

M,%r. BARNARD: It Is one and the same.
I am glad the M1inister is going to continue
that policy of development of group settle-
ment. Notwithstanding the criticism lev-
elled agoainst the scheme and against Sir
James Mitchell who inaunruated it, all
must admit that good work has been done.
The member f or Guildford (Hon. WV. D.
Johnson) criticised the group settlement
and the South-West lands. He said the
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soutal %vest t-ouutry would take years to
sweetenl, and that the clearing of the land
should be carried out on a different ays-
tern, the bigger trees being ringbarked. OIf
course, ringLarked country is easier and
cheaper to clear than is green country; but
if we are to st-nit lire or seven years for the
country to be cleared, how can we hope
to develop group settlement? As for the
loud requiring to be sweetened, the hon.
member must know that his statement was
incorreet; for it has been proved that
in that country, where green timber grew
last year crops will grow% this year,
crops including potatoes and oats. They
are not grown in large quantities at
the present time. A potato crop will yield
from eight to ten tons to the acre. The o-al
crops were exceptionally. gooul, and the besI
sheaf s~hown in the district had been grownI
on one of the groups that was green the
year before. This indicates4 that the country
is not sour and dot's nuot require years of
swca teniag. A lot has been said about
clearing, and] it bh been stated! that it
Khot-Id have been done by contract rather
than 1,y the group settlers. The sehemne that
was adopted Nwas a good one. Although
there are men front the Old Counitry who
hare never- used an axe, especially the type
used in Australia, tlie~y have to be taught,
nd this is the easiest nay to teach them.
In a short time they Will he able' to do the
work as well as an Australian. I have been
aniimngst the group scttlements as much as
anyone- I have seen the work the settlers
have been doing, and I anm of opinion that
the majority will make goud if they are,
given a chance. The Minister for Lands
admitted hie thought each man should have
a cow upon which tn practice milking, andl
that it was better to spoil one cow than ten.
It is a good idea. The same thing applie-
to the men who arc working on the land.
If they have never done any cleatring in
their lives, it is better that they should be
shown how to do it under supervision such
as in a group. An area of 25 acres is not
sufficient for one man, and each will have
to clear more of his uwn land. The clearing
methods adopted are ninth thle same as the
old type that is adopted by other people.
Traction engines are being used, and these
are in charge of qualified men who do the
tree pulling. 'When a tractor is nut used
the ordinary tree puller is brought into re-
quisition. Any man with comtmon sense can
use a treepuller in a very little while. That
part of the work, therefore, is done in the
same way as a contractor would do it. I
should like the member for Oluildford (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) to take a trip to the South-
West, for I feel sore that lie- has not seen
as much of that part of the State as be
should have seen. If he went through the
districts and saw the clover growing there,
he would know that the land nag not so sour
as be thought it was. Last year in the
group settlements in my district 2,700 acres
of clover were planted, and this is now doing

well. I am satisfied that the group settle-
ments will he the mainstay of Western Aus-
tralia. I~t is a system of development that
we should encourage. Let us hope the Gov-
erment will continue the work, and will be
able to find the money necessary to enable
theam to carry it on, Tile Mliniiter for Lands
referred to the storekeepers. I anm justified
in defending them, particularly those in my
distric t. It has been stated that the prices
rIhargoul for goods are exorbitant, and that
the new settlers are being robbed by the
.storekeepers. I flatly contradict that state-
ment. Exorlbitant pricev are not charged in
the district I represent. The prices that are
current in the town are those that are
charged by the storekeeper to the settler,
plus the extra freight that is charged by
the group stettlement lorries to take the
goods to the store. 1t exorbitant charges
are made it is due to the cost of getting the
goods out by the grupi settlement lorries.
The storekeepers are doing their best to
assist the settlers in every way. If robhery
is being committed, it is against the store-
keeper and not in his favour. We all have
to suffer. That is in the gamte. It goes
against the grain, however, for one to heat
it stated that the storekeepers are robbing
the men on the land. The Premier says he
requires another million and a half of money
this y-ear. I hope that will be forthcoming,
even if he has to go to England to get it.
It is9 badly needed for the development of
our lands. We should not stop the immi-
gration policy that has been carried on so
successfully during the last year or two. If
we want to keep Australia white, we must
have plenty of white people in it. It is only
by means of immigration and assisting the
men on the lanld that we sihall maintnin a
white Australia.

The MNinister for Lands: It 14 easy to
bring men out and put them on to clearing
the land, but the difficulties begin when they
start farming operations.

Mr. BARNARD: Quite so. If the
'wttlers Vo in for lairyvinit thc will have a
good market fur their produce. Associated
with that industryv is the pig-raising indus-
try. I am not afraid of thst part of the
programme. We want to stop the large

sum of money that is going out of the State
every year in purchasing produce from out-
side. The South-West is an ideal country
for this particular class of productien.

The Minister for Lands: Members repre-
senuting the North-West say that their part
of the State is the ideal country.

Mr. ]BARNARD: Members seem to think
that the group settlements have been estab-
lished in the wrong place.

The Minister for Land- 'No.
Mr. BARNARD: Some of them would

like to have them in their own districts, If
the settlements had been establishedl in the
wheat belt, members representing that Part
of the State would have been at the back
of them.

Mr. Thomson: That is not correct.
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Mr. Samipson: There is a good deal of
antagonism shown.

Mr. BARN2ARD: During the electioneer-
ig campaign one candidate, on behalf of
the Country Party, said that group settle-
ments would be a failure, that the country
was no good, and that it would take a settler
from 15 to 20 years to make a success Of
his operations. That candidate was not re-
turned to Parliament. It is our duty to
assist the Government in their land develop-
ment policy. I hope we shall not have as much
trouble to get the money as is anticipated,
and that when the agreement is known it will
be found to be better for us than the present
conditions.

The Minister for Lands:- We have to get
seven million pounds in addition to that.
Row arc we going to do it?

Mr. BARNARD: We may have to send
the Premier to England. I am satisfied
he would be able to make out a good
enough ease to the British Government to
ensure his getting the money. It is as
much to the interests of that Government
as it is to ours that we should bring their
people to Western Australia. The Im-
pe-rial Government want the unemployed
out of the country. They are spending
millions every year in doles and it is
better that the money represented by
those doles should be given to the West-
ern Australian Government so that it may
be spent in putting these people on the
land. A reference has been made to a
Royal Commission to inqnire into the
group settlements. That will be me-rely
a waste of money. I do not think any
good can coma out of it, although it may
clear the atmosphere a little and assist
the Minister for Lands in carrying out
his programme.

Mr. Sampson: It will ertainly hold up
the work.

'Mr. BARNARD: I do not think any
more good will come of it than has come
of other Royal Commissions.

Mr. Wilson: You did not say that dur-
ing the election campaign.

Mvr- BARNARD: I did.
Mr. Wilson: You were in favour of the

Commission.
Mr. BARNARD:- I was not, for I

tbonght it unnecessary. Labour candi-
dates, however, said they were going to
insist upon it and I suppose they will get
it. I am suire it will not do any harm,
hut it will be a waste of time and money.
There is no doubt the group settlement
scheme wilt be a success, though I do not
ay that every settler will become a suc-
cessful fariner. That is more than we
can expect. Some of the settlers are not
cut out for the life, and will never do
any good at it. Others who are hard
workers and enthusiastic will, I am sure,
make good. It is easy to pick out the
men who are industrious and promising.
They work during every spare moment

they have in the clearing of their blocks
around the homes, and they are assisted
by their wives end children. Others do
nothing around their homes and never
will do anything. I am thankful to aay
the latter are in the minority. In the
years to come we shall no doubt live to
be proud of our group settlement;, and
to regard them in the same light as we
regard tho wheat belt-the backbone of
Western Australia.

Mr. MILLINGTONY (Leederville) [45]
Before applying myself to the question
before the House, I take this opportunity
of congratulating you, Sir, upon your
election as Speaker. I believe from the
point of view of capacity, knowledge, ex-
perienee and temperament, you are well
fitted to control this Chamber. I would
have preferred that the Labour precedent
had been followed. In your ease, of
course, there was no need for any adventi-
tious aid to enable you to uphold the
dignity of the position. I will not, how-
ever, deal with this contentious question,
but bow to your decision in the matter.
I also congratulate the Government upon
their necupancy of the Treasury beach.
For the past eight years I have, as an
outsider, followed their work in the
House. It was a strenuous work, seeing
that they numbered 17 instead of 26. 1
helieve, however, the experience they
gnined has well equipped them for the
positiou they now hold. It is not, there-
fore, any formal congratulation that I ex-
tend to the Government. There are now
two branches of the Country Party in
this Chamber. I am very mutch Interested
in the Country Party. I hare not yet
aseertained what has led up to the divi-
sion in the ranks, but I may discover it
later on. I have followed all that has
been printed concerning the various
reasons that have led uip to the division
in the ranks, and the only way I can
account for it is that it is due to their
c-lose association with Sir lames Mitchell,
who has made two Country Parties grow
where one grew before. I am prepared to
accept the assurances so seriously put
forward by the Deputy Leader of the
Country Party, and also the Leader of
the other Country Party.

Mr. Lindsay: There is only one.
Mr. 3ffLLIhTGTON: The other is re-

ferred to as a sprout from the old Country
Party.

Mr. George; It is a very vigorous one-
Mr. MXILINGTON: The mnember for

York (Mr. Latham) gave his assurance
that he would accord his support to the
present Government. Knowing the mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. E. B.
JTohnston) as I do, T am also prepared to
accept his assurance, and to take it seri-
ously. I have no doubt it will be lion-
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oured and that the Government will be
supported so long as such support is not
needed. I also congratulate Western
Australia upon having got rid of the
most inefficient and profligate Govern-
ment that ever controlled its destinies.
Having completed my series of congraw-.
lations, I propose to refer to matters which
I consider of major importance, not only
those mentioned in the Governor's Speech,
but also others which I regard as vital to
Western Australia. First and foremot,
coaling straight from the industrial felds,
I was much struck, during the discussi.on on
the Supply Bill, by the comic opera motion
moved by the Opiposition Leader. I have
seen men fighting for a 44-hour week and
they were men in deadly earnest; and 1' have
observed the attitude of hon. members op.
posite who were putting up a fight for the
48-hour week. The attitude of the men
fighting for 44 hours is entirely different
from the desperate fashion in which the 48.
hour charge was launched against the pre-
sent Government. I do not propose to deal
with the merits of a 44-hour week, or any
other period of work. That matter I pre-
sume will be discussed later, when a mass-
are in tlat connection is being considered
here. Let Ine say that having seen the re-
spective manoers of handling the question of
the 44-hour week and that of the 48-hour
week, I am satisfied that the men fighting
for, the 44-hour week must eventually win
through. As I say, I will not discuss the
merits of the 44-hour week; but a matter 1
do propose to deal with is one that hall
been discussed in this Chamber and in an-
other place, and has also received much pub-
licit-y in the Press-the statement that the
Labour Government have usurped the right
of the Arbitration Court in altering hours
given under aun existing award. There would
be some grounds for the charge -were it not
for the history attaching to the present a&I
teration by the Labour Government. As a
fact, the first interference of thii kind by
a Government, and the first usurpation 01,

the rights of the Arbitration Court, occurred
in the Federal arena. I know members are
a'vare of the circumstances, but since the
charge has been made it is just as wvell to
lead up from the commencement. As faor
back as 1907 Mr. Justice Higgins conducted
an inquiry known as the Harvester inquiry
,and gave a decision known~ as t!,e Tharvester
judlgment. In September of the sanme year
be was appointed the first Judge of the
Federal Arbitration Court. He was not tae
appointee of a Labour Government, but ot
an anti-Labour Government. As Judge ot
the Arbitration Court 1,' devoted bis time,
and with some success, to a study of in-
dustrial conditions, and not only to the
question of the varr-inq vwnes througphout
the Commonwealth. Undoubtedly, a Federal
Arbitration Court judge has a tremendous
task in both respects. It is as regards con-
ditions of work that we have the greatest
difficulty in impressing men who have not

had actual, person-il experienc*e inl tl'e in-
dustrial fild. However, owing to the length
of time Mr. Justice Higgins was President
of the Arbitration Court, and thanks to the
mass of evidence that was submitted to him,
expert evidence by workers and their re-
presentativ-es as well as by employers and
their reprt-sentativ-s, lie hecas,,e itch ac-
quainted wit!, the %arious working conditions
desired by tile employees and also those de-
sired by the employers. He acted as Pre-
sident of the Arbitration Court for quite a
number of years-from about 1907 to about
1919. fluting his occupancy of the position
the engineers and also the timber workers
each had a ease before the Federal Arbi-
tration Court. In each instance the workers
were asking for a 44-hour week. Mr. Justice
Higgins was so impressed with the evidence
presented on this phase, that he said istead
of dealing with the question of hours, which
was a big question, in one case, he would
conduct a general inquiry into the subject
of working hours in normal industries
throughout the Commonwealth. By that, of
course, the Judge meant that the inquiry
would not be into the hours of such an in-
dustry a mining, in which special features
existed, but into the hours of ordinary,
average indus~ri's. Having made this an-
nouneement, he fixed a date on which both
sides were to be heard. Of course the re-
sult of an inquiry conducted in that way
could not apply to any given award, except
on application to the Arbitration Court.
When Mr. Justice Higgins made his an-
nunceerent-this is where political inter-

ference took place-the then Federal Prime
Minister, Mr. Hughes, launched a vigorous
attack on the Judge through the columns
of the Press. TJhe strictures of Mr. Hughes
were replied t- by 'Mr. Justice Higgins
straight from the bench. Despite what was
tantamount to an instruction from the then
Minister that Mr. Justice Higgins should not
conduct the inquiry into houlrs, to the
judge's credit be it said that he did pro-
ceed with the inquiry. Then Mr. Hughes,
fhaving regard to those to whom he looked
for support, continued the attack, and
eventually sought to nullify the action of
Mr. Justice Higgins-who was entitled, and
indeed ws by the existing law instructed,
to fix hours ast well as wages-by the ap-
linintni-nt of additional Arbitration Court
judges. The then Prime Minister intro-
dunceil into the Federal Parliament a Bill
p'rov-iding for the appointment of two ad-
ditional Arbitration Court judges; and the
measure also directed that hours of work
should1 not he fixed except by a full bench
of three judges. The additional judges
cvr-nt~ally' reversed the decision of 'Mr. Jus-
tier' I ig~rins; but let me point out that his
inquiry was the most expert inquiry ever
held in any court in the world. Tt took
several weeks to hear the evidence showing
the number of hours worked in industries
throughout the world, and aRo evidence as
to the effect of the variouis hours. I prom-
ised that T would not deal with the ques-
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ticir of the mnerits of the 44-hour week
or the principle of the 44hour week;;y
I merely instance these matters to show
that the Harvester inquiry was not a slip-
shod one, but most exhaustive; it was, in
fact, recognised as an inquiry which fop
the time being, would settle the question
of hours throughout Australia. As a re-
sult of the inquiry 'Mr. Justice Higgins
decided that 44 hours should be the maxi-
mum working week for normal industries
throughout the Commonwealth. Just at
this time the three judges heard the case
as to hours again, and the decision of Mr.
Justice Higgins was reversed, The case
in question wns that of the engineers, and
at the samne time as these men were given
an increase of four hours per week, from
44 to 48, by the three judges, they were
reduced by 'Mr. Justice Powers by amounts
of as much as 25s. per week in some eases.
The men got it both ways--an increase of
four hours per week, and a decrease of
wages amounting, in some instances, to as
much as 25s. per week. The engineers iii
Western Australia, realising that political
interference had been responsible for the
increase in hours-and, for that matter,
also for the reduction in wages-went on
strike. 1 was associated with those men
during the whole of the time they were out.
To show how they viewed the business, lei
me say that they were prepared to stay out
for six months, starving themselves and
submitting to all the other trials and trib-
ulations which fall upon the men during
such an occurrence as a strike or lock-out.
That is the value those men set upon the
44-hour week. I venture to say that no
member sitting opposite, whatever advan-
tages be might consider attached to a 48-
hour week, would be prepared to go on
strike and do without his salary for six
months in order to save the principle.

Mr. George: I don't think you are justi-
fied. in saying that.

Mr. MILLTNGTON: I hare not known
of any instance in which it has been done.

,Mr. George: No.
Mr. 'MILLINGTON: For that reason I

say those opposing the 44-hour week are
certainly not as much in earnest as those
who believe in it.

M1r. George: Nobody suggests that we
should go on strike. Anyhow, what method
would you suggest?

Mr. 'MILLINOTON: What i said was
that members opposite wsre not prepared
to make the same sacrifice in order to re-
instate the 48-hour week as those men made
in order to retain the 44-hour week.

Mr. George:- It is Only a Matter Of
opinion.

.r. MITLING-TON: Well, that is my
opinion.

Mr. George: You are entitled to it.
'Mr. MTrLLTNGTON:, Certainly I am.

Akgain, as -regards the charge that the
present Government have uisurped the func-
tions of the Arbitration Court, in Western
Australia we have had a like experience

of the kind; and it is such esperiect-es that
have shaken the faith of the workersi in the
present arbitration system. It is on ae-
count of such occurrences that they have
turned their eyes and thoughts to the
political arena. They recognised that they
could not get justice under the present
method of arbitration, either Federal or
Miate. In this State-though I understand
one has to he careful what one says re-
garding a Supreme Court judge-it is a
tact that during a railway strike just prior
to the last general election but one, Mr.
Draper, then a member of the Mitchell
Mlinistry, opposed the railwaymen and con-
ducted negotiations for the Government
against the railwnymea. Indeed, Mr.
Draper was one of the men who were re-
garded as a bar to the settlement of the
strike. In any case, he took an active part
in the matter on behalf of the Government.
Almost imnmediately after the strike, and
oiniug to his having been beaten in an elec-
tion, Mr. Draper was appointed to the
Supreme Court Bench, and thon to the
Arbitration Court. One would expect that
a man appointed President of the Arbitra-
tion Court, having regard to the fact that
there is a repiresentative of the men on 02,0
side and a representative of the employers
on the other, would recognise that it was
very necessary that there should be not thF-
slightest appearance of political partisan-
ship. On that aspect of the question let
me inquire what would he said if the pres.
eat Government appointed to the Arhitra-
tion Court a mnin who had been a recent
member of the Collier Cabinet In that
ease I fancy a good deal would be said
aboput partisanship. However, thu fact re-
mains that Mr. Justice Draper made it
abundantly clear that he favoured the 48-
hour week. The engineers who n-are out on
strike applied for a compulsory conference,
iMd I went before Mr. Justice Draper as
one of the representatives of the men on
.strike. One oight have expected thait the
employers' representatives would have pat
up the ease for the emtploycrs, whatever
ease there was for a 48-hour wreek. But
during that conmpulsory conference the dlis-
covery -was made that the president of the
Arbitration Court, the man supposed to he
inon-partisan, was the man to take up the
cudgels on behalf of the 48-hour n-eek. 1ie
informed es that in his opinion there was
no harm. in a mn such as a blacksmith
working 48 hours per week. In effect he
said that the work of such people dlid smot
justify a 44-hoar week. We pointed oult
that in the Old Country the iron trader
wvere working 47 hours a wveek. His Honour
stated that the same conditions did not
apply and that in Australia we could not
afford either a 44-hour week or a 47-hour
week, for the conditions here did not jtms-
tify it. I presume that an Arbitration
Court ahould be one in which the partie-t
concernedI have mutual confidence. 'I ask
hon, members if this sort of thing is likely
to inspire confidence on the part of th~e
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workers Y However, an application in re-
spect of the Public Works flepartiet
employees went before Mr. Justic Draper.
For the men, an exauostive case wae
put forward by the union representa-
tive, Mr. Barker, in favour of a 44-
hour week. The reply on behalf 'of the
Government was admittedly very poorly
stated by the Government representative.
In spite of the overwhelming evidence in
favour of the fl-hour week, the court
granted a 'week of 48 hours. As a result,
a section of the men went on strike. There
was, of course, justification for the action
taken byV those men. They considered their
ease had been dealt with by a partisan
court, that they had not been given a fair
deal, and that the decision of the court was
not in accordance with the evidence. The
men were employed in the Water Supply
Department and were mostly engaged on
the goldfields pipe line, As members of
the disputes committee of the Trades Rall.
whose duty it is to attempt to control
strikes and advise men when they, are in
such a position, we advised them to go
back to work-not that they were not jus-
tified in taking drastic action, but on ac-
count of the far-reaching effects that might
result from their action. We had in mind
particularly the people of the Eastern
Goldfields who were served by the goldfields
water supply, and also those living along
the track. We advised the men to go hack
to work and I can assure, hon. members
it is not an easy thing to gve
such advice to men who 'hayo not much
time for political action. Workers to-day
have about as much time for political
action as they have for the present
arbitration system here. However, we
accepted the responsibility at the time
and told them that they should go back
to work. We also gave it Out Officially
that we considered they had a better
chance of letting their 44-hour wcelc
restored to them by means Of political
action. We pointed out that the elctions4
were to be held in a few months' time
and advised them that if Labour were
returned in sufficient inumbers -to control
the Treasury bench, the 44-hour 'weakt
would be restored to the employees of the
Public Works Department. To those who
object to the action takern by7 the Gov-
ernment, I would say, in view of the
history of the case for the 44-hour week
that I have traversed, that the workers
had been filched of that concession by
means of political inflnene- in the in-
stance of the Federal Arbitratlon Court
it practically amounted to political inter-
ference with julstice-and confidence in
such circumstances will never be restored
to our State court as at present consti-
tuted. After the experience we have had
iu Western Australis, I presume that
never again -will a political partisan be
appointed as president of the Arbitration
Court. I dn not wish to give offence to

members sitting on the Opposition side
of the House, but this question is suffi-
ciently serious, in view of whiat might
have happened had the men not accepted
our advice and returned to work, to serve
a4 an indication that the worker of to-day
must be given reasonable consideration.
The worker of to-day has sufficient insight
into matters coincerning him to know
when a pioint is being taken along these
hut's and to-clay men cannot be bluffed
anti brow -beaten as may have been pos-
sible in the past. I do not think any
future Gov-ernjuaent will attempt to do
what the late Government dlid. The in-
competent manner in which they dealt
with the industrial position did more to
bring about the diefeat of the late (fov-
erment than any speeches delivered in
the Legislative Council. The result of
this case was the less of the confidence of
the workers in the State Arbitration
Court. We determined to undo the injury
that had been done to the workers by
adopting political action. Fortunately,
Labour was successful at the recent elec-
tion and the 44-hour week has been re-
stored to the workers. An endeavour willI
be made in the future, I believe, to see
that industrial questions that crop up will
be dealt 'with by a court in which the
workers have confidence. I cannot help
noticing that there is a disposition
amongst the members of the Country
Patrty, as well as on the part of others, to
assume that the introdunction of the 44-
hour week will involve the State in much
greater expense. I presume the agricul-
tural industry is in nearly as bad a con-
dition to-day as ever it was. It bas
always been maintained that it was neces-
sary to work very long hours in order
that the industry might be carried on. I
would renmid Country Party members,
however, that the advance made in agri-
cultnre is not doe to the long hours
worked. As a matter of fact, greater pro-
gress has been made by the application of
np-to-date methods than was ever achieved
by' the old bulloeking efforts of the past.
I believe the agricultural industry will be
popularised and instead of men being
anxious to leave that industry, we will see
proper up-to-date methods attracting
people more and more to the life On the
farm. When I came to Western Australia
first T had a lob to do riagharking at
Grass Valley, which was then on the edge
of the wheat belt. I remember seeing a
farmer in that district who was endea-.
ronring to eke out a living for himself,
his wife and family of eight children by
the aid of a two-furrow plough and two
old crocks. He hart to work aLl1 sorts of
hours in order to get a living. That was
the old idea of how agriculture should be
carried on. I do not know what quantity
of wheat he would grow in a year nder
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such conditions and with the application
of such ancient methods, Let us look at
tbe reverse side of the picture. I have
an interest in a farm in the Korrelocag
district.

Air. C. P. Wanstrough: The bon. mem-
ber is Dot another St. George 's-terrace
farmer?

Mr. ILLiINGTON; No. There was a1
annu that district who was about 60

years of age and he considered that he
was past work. Owing to his sons going
to the war, he decided to put in the crop
and his wife and hie cultivated sufficient
land for that purpose. They had a gooid
team and hand a fine up-to-date plant. As
showing a contrast with the old time
bullocking day, s of the single-furrow
plough, this man, together with his wife,
took off 2,000 hogs of wheat fromt their
holding. That increased production was
not due to the application of bullocking
methods but to the application of up-to-
date knowledge and the use of good plant.

mr. Lathan: it is no good putting up
that tale to farmers!

Mr. MILLINGTON: That improvement
was due to those who were responsible
for the improvement in agricultural plant.

Mr. Taylor: If you had made that speech
to the Primary Producers' Conference, I
wonder how you would hare got on with it .

M r. M fI LLING4TON :I believe the
farmers realise that that is the position
to-dayv, and that instead of the demands
of the workers being responsible for bard;-
ships, those difficulties are due to other
forces that are operating. The sme ex.
ploilation that has affected the worker is
also respsonnsible for the position in whien
mniny farmers find themselves. Regard-
ing assistance to iadustry and the adop
tion of up-to-date methods, I have had an
instance brought cuder my notice io the
mining districts. The Akssociated Gold
Mine, on which T was employed for some
time and, therefore, know thle facts, hadl
reached a stage when it was impossible,
owing to the low grade mle dealt with, to
make the operations pay. One of the
direeftors from the Old Coantry, came out
and sacked the manager and appointed a
new man, who took over the managemllent
on condition that he was allowed sufficient
money to enable him to remodel the
plant. The plant was remodelled at con-
siderable cost, with the result that the
treatment charges were reduced from 30is.
to 20s. a totn. The result, too, was
that that mine, which would hare been
closed down 15 or 16 years ago, is still in
operation and treating low grade ore
profitldy. When the new manager came to
the nmine he did not decrease wages but in-
creased them. He also reorganised the
work so that men were given additional
responsibility concerning the work they
were undertaking. Bly the introduction of

up-to-date methods that mine wvas kept
alive and is still a going concern. It is
often said that Australia cannot compote
with other parts of the world. The
mining indusitry furnishes proof that it
can do so. The costs at (ripple Creek in
America, %there the conditions are akin to
those operating at Kalgoorlie, are similar
to thoic on the Golden Mile. The reason
for this, of course, is that there has been
a fixed price for the commodity and up-to-
date methods have been applied to the pro-
duction Of gold. When machinery became
obsolete-, it was scrapped and new nnacldicxy
installed. The result has been that with the
one pr-ice ruling for the eomnmonit- wev%% have,
with white labour and reasonable rates of
pay, bee-n able to compete with other coun-
tries of the world. I do not know of any
other branch of industry where our methods
are sufficiently modern to enable its to com-
pete, but here is an instance that goes to
showr that whea we are put to it we can
compete with other countries. The Aus-
tralian worker is equal to or better than any
other worker in the world. Therefore we
have to look in another direction to find the
solution of the difficulty* . When those people
in control of industry shall have solved the
problem of directing the best workmen in
the world, we shall have solved the great
problem of competing with other countries.
r shaqll have an opportunity to deal with
this phase of the qiuestion later on, but I
remind members that wec have to look for a
betterment of conditions not in the direction
of cutting down wages andt increasing hours,
hut rather to the introduction of more mod-
ern methods by those who control industry.
There are, a few matters that affect m~y con-
stituency. I shall have at good deal in coin-
mn with my friends of the Country Party.
because in addition to representing a big
industrial and business section of the com-
inunity-the enrolment for Leederville totals
nearly l0,OOO-iny district includes Osborne
Park, which is the garden of Perth. In one
street not niore than a mile long over £60,000
worth of produce is grown each year. It is
a wunderfully prolific. district and could be
made still more productive. When tine
primary producers are stating their case,
therefore. T shall be ahle to claim to repre-
sent a not unimportant section of riroduceers.
There is no doubt about the wealth of the
Osborne Park swamp land,, an.I I am not
sure that ue hare not gone too far from
Perth in search of lan-i for closer settle-
treat and overlooked suitnable lnad close at
hand.

Mr. Latham: You may' get an invitntion
to attend the conference to-morrow.

Mr. MILLINGTON: The Labour Party
are nxious to foster primary production,
just as much as are those members who style
themselves the representatives of primary
inriustry. Osborne Park is nt served by
railway, and its main difficulty is that of
roads. Since my election wre bare hadl depu-
tations to the Minister for Works. When-
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ever any member puts up a fight for better
roads he can depend upon my lending a
hand. Goods can be brought to the city
from Albany almost as cheaply as they can
be carted over the 12 miles of had road
from Osborne Park. It casts 12s. per ton
to bring produce from the outer circle of
Osborne Park to the Perth markets, and
that is due to the bad condition of the roads.
I hope that state of affairs will soon be
altered. I understand the last Federal
grant Was so hedged in with restrictions
that memberp for country districts have
experienced great difficulty in getting any
benefit from it. ft appears to he something
that is dangled before our eves.

Mr. George: Like the carrots before the
donkey.

"Ur. MILLINGTON:, I hope the Govern-
mient will be able to overcome the difficulty.
Unfortuately the road hoard controlling
the Osborne Park district is known as the
Perth Rload Board. I think the name should
be nltered, because it implies a Perth dis-
trict, whereas it is really a country district,
with interests that liertatin just as much to
the country as if it were situated 300 or 400
miles from; the capital,

Mr. George: It is a very good road board.
'Mr. MfIILITNGTON:- The district should

have the advantage of some of the mroney
made available under the alleged Fed-
eral grant, and T shall certainly claim
a fair proportion of it. Last year, I
understand, an amount was put on the
sechedule for the Wannerog-road. This
is a main road ; it is the road to
Wyndhom. Surely a road that starts in
Perth and ends at Wyndham should tie
designated a main road. B3alcatta-road that
lends to 'North Beach shlould also find a
plaee in the schedule. 1 am going to do
my best to get them both classed as main
roads so that we shall get some benefit fromt
the Federal grant. The residents of Osborne
Park have to pay taxes tar the upkeep of
their roads, but those roads :ire used largely
by tourists, and the population is not suiffi-
cient to manintain high-class roads to carry
the hears- traffic that goes4 over them, there-
fore the district is entitled to consideration.
I holle members of the Opposition will assist
me when I am 1,ntting uip a fight for my
diqtrict.

Mr. George: I do not think there is any
opposition as regard% the Commonwealth
-road grant.

Mr. MILLINGTON:. Then we shall have
to put our heads together andl see whether
the Federal Government will not loosen their
bold on the money. At present so many re-
strictions are imposed that I am afraid we
shall never get the money.

Mfr. George: There are any number at
restrictions that are silly and childish.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Money was avail-
able last year and you made no use of it.

Mr. George: I made use of all I could
get.

Mr. MILLINOTON. Osborne Park pro-
duces 90 per cent, of the milk supply of
Perth and a quantity of market garden pro-
duce. Outside the question of roads I have
a few complaints. The main question af-
fecting Leederville is that of water supply.
I do not know how we shall get on next
summer. Last sumnmer the shortage was a
real nightmare to residents of North Perth,
Leederville, and particularly Mt. Hawthorn.
Mfy constituents, unlike those of the member
for West Perth, have many wvants and are
not backward in expressing them, and they
will not be satisfied unless an earnest at-
tempt is made to give them a better water
supply than they had last year. Bigger
pipes are needed and some pumping may be
necessary to supply the higher levels. In-
stead of leaving this matter till November
or December we have approached the ifn-
ister early in the season. This question, 01
('nurse, affects the whole of the metropolitan
area, and it was with satisfaction, that I
noted the steps being taken to increase the
supply. The bore water is positively uinsatis-
fectory. It would he right enough for a
makeshift, hut a city such as Perth that is
prepared to pay for a water supply is en-
titled to it. The Government have taken
upon themselves the tunection of supplying
water-no one else can supply it--and natur-
ally the people look to them to fulfil their
obligations. I know of no more vital question
to a community than that of an adequate sup-
ply of good water, and. there is no reason why
it should not he provided. In the past some-
one apparently has fallen behind with the
work,' and efforts must now be made to over-
take the arrears. In a city like Perth, de-
veloping a% it iR, there should be no slowing
down in the matter of water supplies and
similar utilities. The department should be
continually on the alert to keep the water
works up to date. Nature has done her
part; the fault lies with us.

Mr. North:- It is a State enterprise, is it
notI

Mr. MI1LLINGTON: I do not say that
the water supply should necessarily be in the
bands of the Government, but I do say the
sulch necessary utilities should be publicly
owned and publicly controlled. Some pdo-
ple seem to think we are wedded to bringing
everything under the control of the State.
That is not the policy of Labour. Our policy
is that public utilities shall be publicly
owned and publicly controlled. The same
argument applies to the tramways. They
need not neessarily be controlled by the
Government, but they should be publicly
owned. I believe it would have been better
had the water supply been vested in the
people of Perth and controlled by a board
responsible directly to the people, instead
of being controlled by a Minister who may
represent MNurray-Wellington or some other
outlandish plaei and who is not so con-
erned about it as arc the people of Perth.
Had the Perth people been managing the
water supply they wouild never have allowed
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it to get into the state we find it in to-day.
There is something to be said with regard
to the tramway system as well. The ques-
tion of local transport should be controlled
by the local bodies. If this means of
transit is in the hands of the people them-
selves, instead of being managed by the
State, better satisfaction will be given.
Local control is better than State control at
all times in respect of utilities of this descrip-
tion. The people living in the outskirts ot
the metropolis have experienced difficulty
in the way of getting the extensions they
desire. W e in Leederville are =angst
those who consider that they have been over-
looked. I do not know bow it happened that
the Cambridge-street line was missed. 1.
may be that there 'yore more active advo-
cates in other districts. Neither can I un-
derstand how it came about that certain
new lines were constructed. I would like
someone to solve the mystery of the tram-
way extension to Claremont. So far as t
tan remember there was never any demand
for that particular extension, yet in some
mysterious way it was built, and now tha
it is completed, very few people appear to
use it.

Mr. Corboy: It did not even keep Jock
Thomson in Parliament.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Leederville is a
thickly populated district, and if the ques-
tion of extensions had been left to a com-
mittee of experts, I am satisfied they would]
have advised that the extension should have
been carried out to that suburb, certainly
in preference to Claremont. The reason given
by the Minister for Railways for not carry-
ing out any further extensions, for a time
at least, is unanswerable. He realises that
with the advance of the times motor trans-
port is becoming a serious competitor. I
recognise the Minister is perfectly justified
in saying there shall be no more extensions
unitil we have some form of control
over motor traffic. But while be is
right in taking that stand, I do not eon-
sider that motor services will ever be re-
garded as a suhstitute for tramway
transit. When experts go into the ques-
tion of constructing roads suitable for
motor traffic, they' will realise that it will
he cheaper to put down tramway tracks.
I know of course that tramways and
motors cannot he run in competition.
Moreover, the city of Perth is not big
enough for that yet. and it will mean that
the Government will have to assume con-
trol of motor transport so that the sub-
urban traffie may he regulated. It is all
very well to say that we should permit
private enterprise to have a free run in
this respect. If private enterprise is pre-
pared to build roadq suitable for motor
tramie, we shall then very' quickly learn
whether they can compete with the tram-
way* s. Whait happens now is that motor
busc run alongqide the tram track; they
are not c-oncerned about giving an
adequate servic-e. They merely run at

those hours of tht- day when they can be
assured of getting full loads. In this way,
to a certain extent, they rob the tram-
ways of some traffi-, hut during the hours
when business is quiet, if one desires to
go to the outskirts, it is necessary to take
a tram. Therefore, it seems that sum,-
body must assume control in order to en-
sure that the public of the metropolitan
area will get a contiuuous and adequate
service to the various suburbs. This can
only he done by the Government taking
charge. Regarding fares, it may be said
that motor vehicles can successfully com-
pete with the tranms. Of -ourse they can.
If we are foolish enough to construct
good roads alongside a tram track, and
allow motor buses to have unrestricted
use of those good roads, then of course
they can successfully compete against the
trams, and more than that, they will eventu-
ally run the trains off the track.

Mr. Thomson: They are doing that ;n*
the Eastern States.

Mr. MILLINGTON: They will do that
anywhere. Take the motor traffic on the
Perth-Frenmantle-road at the present time.
We built that thoroughfare at a cost of
something like £20,000, and if we permit
the heavy motor traffic to continue there,
the railways may just as well go out of
business, unless we devise means for
making adequate charges for the use of
that road by heavy motors. So far
nothing of that kind has been done. In
country districts already' motor services
are being instituted in various directions.
If we build roads and allow motor
vehicles to have unrestricted wse of them,
it w~ill mean that the railways will not
pay, and the Commissioner of Railways,
being a business man, will have to ia-
crease the rates. We must, at all hazards,
control the traffic which is competing un-
fairly. Regarding the tramway service
in the metropolitan area, I do not agree
with the policy as announced by the Min-
ister for Railways, and I am still going
to do my utmost to see that where exten-
sions are justified, they will be built.

Mr. Thomson: There is no reason why
you should not encourage motor traffic.

Mr. MIfLLINOTON: People who live in
thickly populated areas are entitled to
facilities of transport and these can be
given only by the Government. I intend
to do my utmost to flee that necessary ex-
tensions are carried out, and at the same
time will urge that proper control be ex-
ercised over motor traffic. I am con-
vinced, however, that the better proposi-
tion of the two is to extend existing
tramway lines. Fnr the time being I
shall leave it at that. I wish to refer to
a remark made by the member for West
Perth (Mr. Davy) when dealing with the
debatable question of the functions of
government. He said that the Govern-
ment were trading in directions that were
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the province of piv-iate enterprise. In
another piece 'Mr, Lovekia sougbit to
arbitrarily determine what were the func-
tions of government.

M r. Davy, : I accepted the definition
given by the member for Gnlldford (Hon-
W. D. Johnson).I

Mr. MILLINOTON: My view is that
the functions of government can be ex-
tended to include anything Lthat the
people themselves desire, and anyone can
arbitrarily say, ''This is the function of
government and this is not."1 So far as
our party are concerned we have no hide-
hound view regarding the limitations of
government.-

Mr. Latlham: They tire very wide now.
Mr. 'MILLINGTON: And they should

he wide. We muset remember that the
matters in respect of which people wish
to eombine, have extended. There are
many things that we need to do for our-
selves and there are many things regard-
ing which we wish to be protected, many
things that did not exist yearn ago. The
idea regarding th. functions of govern-
meat is to conform to modern conditions,
and it seems to me that with the advent
of big controlling forces outside, there is
the necessity to assume greater control,
As timie goes on it means that the people
will have to exercise the powers conferred
upon them if they wish to protect them.
selves from the various interests that are
working against them. Bearing in mind
the power exercised by private enterprise,
by joint stock companies, and by com-
bines, so shall we bar', to increase in a
like ratio the powers thot are necesstary
for good government. I thank members
for the patient hearing they have ex-
tended to me on this the first occasion on
which I have spoken in this House. I
trust that the result of our labours 'will
he of benefit to the State. First and fore-
most T represent the people who elected
me; next I represeat Western Australia
as a whole, but I hope that my vision will
not be so restricted as; to be confinea
solely to Leederville, but that I shall be
able also to give attention to matters
affecting other constituencies.

Mrr. George: That is what you are here
for.

Mr. MfljLINGTON:%' Yes, hut I am not
goinig to lie byoeitical enough to say
that I represent the State first. If we all
represent our respect ive constituencies
well, the State itself will he well repre-
sented.

11r. GEORGE (Murray - Wellington)
(6.01: 1 have alrenady extended my con-
gratulations to you, Sir, on your elevation
to the Chair. I should now like to empha-
sise them and say T am glad to see you
nearing the inisignia-paraphernalia some
wouild s4ay-of office, which to my mind adds

dignity to the Chair. The A ddress-in -reply
debate this year is the most interesting I
have heard for long past. There has been
an accession of new mnembers, whom I wish
to congratulate on the moderation in which
they have clothed their views. I think it
will be found that the House has gained
by the coming of these new members.
Naturally I feel that the nen- members on
our side are showing rather better form
than those on the Government side. How-
vver, I do thjink that those on the Min-
isterial side have displayed breadth of view,
and that with some experience they should
be of considerable value to the House. I
find that my old scat in Opposition, which
I amn again occupying, is not at all uncom-
fortable. It brings hack memories of a
time when I was able to take a more active
p~art in the debates than wh,-a I was a mrem-
ber of the Government. Although this side
is temporaril 'y unrier a cloud, that need not
either daunt our eoursize or interfere with
our wmpirations. Nor are w-e likely to be
unfair in our criticism of the actions of the
Government, provided we regard those ac-
tions as beneficial to the whole of the State,
not userely to one section of the people.
Western Australia is a big country with a
great future. It expects of every member
the best he can give to its development.
Whenever we are satisfied that the Govern-
ment 's programme is in the interest, not of
a elass, hut of the whole of the people, we
shall do nothing to interfere with the carry-
ing out of that programme. Of course there
will be some firing across the Honse; that
is inevitable amongst members having rigour
of mind. Although we may differ a little,
it is all right so long as we keep clearly in
view the interests of Western Australia.
Let mec tell bon. members that the South-
WVest is not the out of the wayr plac it
may have alllmecarml to sonie people 40
yvars; ago. Tn-day it is an important
part of the State, so important that the
Gove-rnent nmade use of special piropa-
ganda. duriU thle late elections. Indleed, I
have it on the authority of the- ''Worker"
nenuspaper thlat even now Labour represen-
tatives are actively engagced. in acquainting
themrselves with the South-West. I have no
objection to that. Per-qonally I should like
to see them all go down there and meet the
people. I am not afraid of their influene-
ig puhlic opinion at the nest elections. Tf
those ILabour representatives would. go dlown
there and bring to bear on tbe study of the
Southi-West the earnesitness they apply to
their investigation of indrigtri-l questions.
they would be doing the Smith-West and
We'Aern Australia generally a great service.
The action of Sir James Mitchell in mov-
ing an amendment to the Supply Bill has
been criticised. The moving of that amend-
ment was not done with any idea of tying
the hands of the Governent or hindering
them in any way. It- was merely that ad-
vantae was taken of a specific occasion
for putting forward Views regarding the 44-
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hour week. I make bold to say that the
moving of the motion by the Leader of 'the
Opposition, together with sonme of my on
remarks, tended to shorten tle discussion
of that qnestiop during the Adldress-in-reply
deb'ate. f do not 'propose to say anything
mant Sbout it hat tbis jubectinre. The Gov.
eltarent propose to bring down a Fair
Rents Bill. I shall certainly regard that
9111 With great interest. If it has in it the
olemient3 of fairness aln round, both to the
tcats and to the landlords, it may result
in sonme good. I have hall experience of
household rtopertt, andl call Say I do not
know any ladorAs alto at present are mak-*
ing anything like an ordinary rate of in.
terest on their mnoaey

Mr. Penton: Then you do lot knowv many.

Mr. noRoiaM I should like to show the
lion. member what I ani getting out of
household property. Then there is the ques-
tion of vinemployment. It Is u,.Iort,,natc
that in the winter season usually there is a
crowding into the city from all ports of
the country. flown the Southi-West, partly
because of the heavy winter rainfall, quite
n exodus takes place. If thoem people cal'

flnd work in the city, wvith perhaps a little
upore comfort than they would get in the
bush,, Alid a fair rate of pay, they are
eager to accept it. But there should be no
unemployment in Westeni Anstralia, where
we I-ave any amount of work awaiting at-
tention. tnfortuanitely many who require
men to work~ for them have not been too well
en.dowed with this world 's goods, and so
cannot always find the money with which to
pa;- emnployees. Again, whenever there is
inanstrial unrest, people who have money do
Dot tare to embark it i anty but the safest
nilertaking. Thea, of tourse, there is the

incidence of income taxatTan, State and
fledernl. To mue the Federal tax is not only
all nhnrtiots of a thing, hot tiniest a orime,
certainly an fltottor. I know iinstnces
of Industry restricted to a inihiim, be-
cawe the two Income taxes are absorbing
most of what shoud be returned to the
emnployer. Speaking olfState enterprises,
one Then her said he fAvouned a State
Plour mill. If the Government had
entered the business of flout millin
1t iht now have been Said to have
voinetinl to do with the Iiigh price of
bread. 'Thnt 'high price of Wbread to-day
Is quite unfair. If there is any eme thing
that 9sholuld be Bola nt 'A reasonable price,
it is bread. I do not know whyl the price
'has l'iqe. tt farmer does riot seem to bo
cnti,fteA with that he Is gettig from his
whefft, the mhIller Is dirinafed with the
pdree oit Pont, and the baker an"t he cannot
mnalte a livingt. 'Them IS sometiniz Wrongand we sAtoud knoixw tht It is. C'ernlly
the "Inrie food of The rolt shouild not be

eydiaas, I hm afraid, is 'beig donie to-

Lk. indsay; Why do you maeke that
tatementt

Mr. GEORGE : Because I believe it.
Bread at SIM. per loaf is a crying shames
in -a country prodlucing enormous quantities
of wheat. The first thing we have to do is
to feed our population.

Mr. Lindsay: Who is to pay for itl
Mr. UEOlCfiX Rteference has been Made

to a floating dock for Fremntle. I should
have been pleased if awe hall been able to
provide it before this, but the view held by
the ex-Trt-ssurer was that we could not eater-
lain it. A floating dock at Frcemantle would
serve to render the port popular. In my
view the Commonwealth Should pay their
share of the cost They rook this State quite
enough in taking money out of it, and it
wrould l-c little enough if they were to assist
als in the provision of a dock.

Air. Slechint We are agreed upon that.

£Sitliaft Suspendled from 6.15 to 7.30 pym

IMr. GEORIGE: Before tea I was refer-
ring to thle floating dock at Fremantle.
I thought it a good opportunity to draw
attention to a few remarks made by the
niember for Katanning (Mr, Thomson) t
thle course of the speech regarding the Con,-
n'onwvealth dredge that had been working
at Albany. That dredge was hired from
the Commonwealth at a rental of £900 a
miouth. It is A matter for serious consid-
eration as to how long -we should keep it
seeing that, In addition to the rental, the
Commnonwealthbehll laid down several irk-
sonme conditions. The Albany harbour was
dredged to a depth that the people ro.
qnairc-d. Thea money beamne tiah\ aned we
ha~d no mome to spend. Sice that time
there have been aegotiutions with the Cosa'
n'onweatth Glovernment and arrangements
were .ide by the Vlaech Government for
tile Kunhins of thle dredge for U45.000 or
£Efl. 00. %ISl was a good deal for the
State. Members Who tilt at the late Gov-
ernment because of tbe dredging operations
.at Albany hive very little basis for com-
plaint.

Mr, Thomson: The only objection I bad
was that Albany harbour-was dredged to
33 feet and Fremantle to 36 feet. T
thought it was economical, whib, the dredge
was% there, that the depth shold be in-
creased to .16 feet.

%Ir. OOGE8: 'The lion, member knows
that the trade of the Albany harbour is
practically finished, or at any rate mucah
reduced.

Mr. Thomsor Oh so.
Mr. fll.flROF± Neoec "tsf to 4eety

the Albany harbout or to 'plevent every.
thing being done for it that eat lhe
done. W~hen, however, caqh is Short all
the facts have to be goin into,. The
local people ashl the Chamber of Coi-
maerse were Satisfied with a depth of -3.1 feet,
and I mar be pardoned for sng~esting to
the bon. memnber that those who had to deal
with th- matter prohably know more about
it than he does.
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Mr. Thomson: Seeing that it is the port
for nips- district, I am justified in dealing
s itl it. It affects my district very much.

Mr. GEORGE: It would be silly to
dredge there to a depth of 36 feet,' and
the people of Albany know it. Those who
are responsible for the State's money have
to go carefully before they spend it. In
his quiet, genial, and courteous way, the
Minister for Works says that when I left
office there was no more nmoney for hint to
spend. I admit I spent all I could get
hold of, 'My only regret was that I could
not pet any more. JToking apart, I say it
would I e foolish for any 'Minister in charge
of the department, finding that Tic had so
lane]! cash left after three parts of the
Yea r had gone, not to spend what lie hadt.
Trhe ex-Trensurer on1ce told mne that if I bail
a million. Of niOney I Would splend it. I
repliedl that if I had 100 million, and could
spend it to tine advantage of Western Atns-
tralin, I Would spend it.

rie i\Iinistcr for Works: I had not been
there many days before you came and asked
for money.

'Mr. GEORGE: I shall be doing so aigain.
That is tine heauty of tine situation. As a
private member I can go to Minis.ters, whlen
they- will allowv me to see them, and ask
them for anythinig that my judgment and
knowledge will permit of my asking.

The Minister for Works: 'Notwithistand-
inig that you had previously spent it all?

Mfr. GEORGE: Yet. There is very little
for me to grumble at in the Governor 's
Speech, but I would draw attention to the
paragraph dealing with the metropolitian
water supply. The Speech says-

Approval having been given for the eon-
struction of the Churchman's 'Brook sec-
tion of the hills water supply scente at
an estimated cost of £477,000, acommence-
ment has been made with the reservoir.
The preliminary works are practically
completed and a considerable proportion
of the plant has hen delivered. A cou-
tract has been let to 1essrs. Mephan
Ferguson Proprietary, Ltd., for the sup-
ply of loeking-bar pipes for the line
from Churchman 's Brook and Canning
River to 'Mount Eliza.

Alt this was done before the Mitchell Gov-
ernment left office. I1 let the contract to
the 2lephan Ferguson Proprietary Limited.
and anthorised the purchase of the plant.
I also brought about the start of the con-
struction of the Churchman's Brook section.
As soon as the Treasury gave me the
money, we set to work.

lion. Y3. Cunningham: Your estimate was
£40,000.

'Mr. GEORGE:. I have no desire to talke
any of the credit to which the present Gov-
ernment may be entitled, but it is a little
"cover the fence" to put it in the Gov-
ernor 's Speech that all these things were
done after the advent of the Labour Gov-
ernment.

The "Minister for Works: The less you say
about the metropolitan water supply, the
better for yourself.

.Mr. GEORGOE: I will have a good deal
to say about it. Accordiag to the "WIest
Australian,'' the Minister for Works made
tine important discovery that some 50 of
tint in owen employees of his department
hadi o plc-e where they could sit down
vonuiortaicly and have their ten. I would
inform Iniiu that a waiting room was ar-
ranged for in January last, before the Mini-
iWtr thought. ot' assuming office. The mat-
ter wui brought under my notice by the
Actin., Under S4ecretary, Mr. Lowe. I found
thn nc;nt-y, and the job was practically fin-
ished when I went out of office. I am sure
the Governmnent will do sufficient to deserve
tho ajnprolnntion of the public and ot this
Hlowse niithiout depriving their lnredecessors
of their little ewve lamb in the shape of a
comufortable place for the ladies to sit down
in.

'Mr. i'anton: 'Was it a comnfortable room
when you left office?

Mr. OREORGE: Yes, but it can be imi-
proved, alticoagh it was comfortable enough
then. Tine Government might, at all events,
let m e have a little credit for a thoughtful
action in this particular matter. The third
paragraph of the Speech deals with the
immigration policy and land settlement.
This could hare been better framed if it
had been put forward by the Mitchiell 0ev-7
erment. The remarks concerning finance
are really what any husiness man would
mnake. the other m~atters concerning nntn-
ing, wheat, dairying, timber, cotton, etc.,
are inerey statements of fact. Various
railways in course of constructionarnie re-
ferredi to, and all of these were started by
the late Government. The Speech says tl'nt
authority will be nsought for the
construction of a railway from Salmon
Gum to Norseman. There will be found on
the files recommendations from me during
the last four or five years for that work to
be done. When we beg-an the Esperance
railway I stated that my opinion was a
railway should hare been started and car-
ried on from "Norseman, and that, in the
interests of economy, it was ridiculous to
start at Esperanee. That was all the an-
thoritv we had, however, and we bad to,
start there. What was to become of a rail-
way hung up about 60 miles from Esper-
alice, with very little traffic for the first 30
miles from Esperance to feed it, it was
hard to say, and it seemed rather silly to
start it there. We were not able to get
what we wanted and there the metter rests.
If tine Mfinister for Works wishes to build
that railway, and he has the money to
back him uip, ho can rely on me to support
it, thoughri I may offer a little friendly criti-
cism. ('oreerniag the breakwater at Gerald-
ton, the Mfinister for Railivavs knows my,
opinion rd I need say very little about it.
Certain Bills are comint forward, amonest
them one to deal with State insuraince, which
is a de'bstable matter. The main roads ques-
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tiou is not a debatable question, except in re-
gard to details. The main roads of the
State should be brought under some system
by which they can be taken out of the con-
trol and purview of road boards. The in-
come that the road hoards collect on their
ratings is not sufficient to enable them to
deal with subsidiary roads, let alone main
roads. The traffic in the country is very
much greater than it used to be. A fewv
years ago it was comparatively small, but
the advent of motors has induced numbers
of people to travel about the country, which
means a good deal by way of advertisement
for the State, and our main roads have
become of the greatest importance. It had
been a purpose of mine to bring in a Bill
to deal with the subject. I went some way
towards getting the data together and I
knew how I wanted to frame the measure,
but I wvas unable to persuade the Premier
that the time was opportune for it. If the
'Minister for Works brings forward a Bill
to cover the subject, I will give him every
assistance to pass a measure that will b.-
equitable. With regard to the Scaffolding
Dill, I take it the intention is to revive the
Bill that we passed through the House last
session. I will endeavour to assist the Min-
ister in regard to it. I know from practi-
cal experience how important it is that these
things should not be left to chance. A
Drainage Bill has beea hung up from Gov-
ernment to Government for many years. No
doubit the 'Minister for Works has seen the
file, which is about a foot thick, dealing
with the question. I was unable to get
through with that matter. The drainage
question is one of the greatest importance.'Between Fremantle and Bonbonv there arc-
hundreds of thousands of acres of land of
the finest quality, proved in every respect,
but it cannot be utilised because of the
huge volumes of water that make their ap-

pearance in the winter and cannot drain
away. One of the things the department
of which I used to be chief had to do with.
one of the things I started, was to have
surveys made, so far as funds for that pur-
pose could be obtained, in order to deal
with this big question of drainage. There
have been many attempts at draining parts
of the South-West, The objective of the
engineers was to get the water to the sea;
but the funds at their disposal would only
allow them to give temporary relief here
there, and everywhere. The result was that
the water was removed from the lands of A
and of B, and taken to 0 'a land; and then
more money had[ to be spent in order to
take it on to D's land. If funds will per
mit, I hope a big effort will he made. What
is needed is a comprehensive scheme f romt
Fremantle right through to Bunbury. It
would cost a million, or perhaps two
millions, but there is no reason why a
plan 0hould not be laid (1hewn to be gone on
with as funds allow, being so arrang3'l that
as one piece of work is taken in hand it will
he completed without causing interference

with the rest of the scheme. The Minister
for Works w-ill find in his office good infor-
mation regarding that particular matter,
and I wrish him every success in any effort
he makes. There has been a good deal of
talk about the Lake Clifton railway, but
that railway will serve tens of thousands ot
acres of land capable of Settling a large
number of our people. From Lake Clifton
onwards to BLinbury there are thousands
upon thousands of acres that are well worth
lookiag after. I hope and believe that
it is only a question of time when we shall
be able to prove to those in power, whoever
they may be, that it is at least portion of
their duty to look after that district, which
the member for Bunbury (Mir. Withers)
and I know to be good. The Governor's
Speec.h foreshadows amendments of varions
Acts. Those matters can be dealt with as
they come forward, and I know this side of
the House will receive the Bills critically but
with a desire to help them along if they
are found to be necessary. If, on the other
band, they are found to be things which
we cannot approve of, as applying to one
section of the community and not to the
whole community, we shall exercise the
function of an Opposition in respect of
such Bills. I notice the Premier and
several members on the Government side
are favourable to handing over various
public utilities to municipalities. I have
already said, by way of interjection, that
r believe the smaller local bodies would
uinder such conditions be swallowed up
by the bigger. There was no one more
opposed than the present Minister for
Lands, when he was Minister for Works,
to the idea of handing over such utilities
until it was shown that there would be
proper representation for the smaller local
bodies. I gathered from, those smaller
bodies that they feared they would be
swallowed up by the octopus of Perth. That
wans said to me during the mayoralty of
Sir William Lathlan, and the feeling
exists to-day, just as it has existed for
years. If the Premier can bring forward
a scheme by which he will be able to hand
over metropolitan water supply and drain-
age and Sewerage to local bodies, he will
he simply carrying out the desire of all
previous Governments to take from the
shoulders of individual Ministers burdens
which weigh them down. If the Premier
can reconcile the differences between the
various local authorities, or get a board
to carry on the work of water supply,
sewerage, ad drainage, more power to
him II shall accord him all credit and
nothing of envy if he succeeds in carry-
ing out that which I should have been
only too glad to do had I been ranted
the opportunity. Regarding metropolitan
water supply sonme words were uttered to-
might by the member for Leederville (Mr.
Millington). However, I do not propose
to take that in detail. As regards water
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supply, it was not a matter of unwilling-
ness an the part of either the Mitchell
Government as a whole or of any indivi-
dual member of it; certainly not on the
part of myself, because I built the Perth
waterworks in 180 and 1891, and there-
fore have been asociated with the scheme
from its inception. The simple fact
was that the Premier and Treasurer
had niot the moneyv and therefore could
Dot give it to me. There are letters of
mine on the file dated as far back as
1920, asking for the necessary money and
stating exactly the position in which
water supply for Perth stood. The ques-
tion of water supply is not one merely of
recent years. There was an inquiry Into
the subject during the regime of the
second Labour Government, -which took
office in 1911. The whole question has
been gone into time after time. It was
just a's impossible to solve the question
during my term as it had been during the
terms of previous Ministers. Whenever I
could get the money, I enlarged the mains.
If I could get funds for even three or four
chains of 3 or 4in. to replace 114in. pipes,
I put them in. Until the reticulation service
can be brought up to date, which will re-
quire much money, irrespective of reservoirs,
everyone wrill not be able to get all the
water be thinks he is entitled to or de-
sires. An hon. member remarked that I
was opposed to people watering their
gardens-the silliest thing I ever heard
in my life. One who baa spent so much
money on a garden as I have at Clare-
mout could not possibly hold such views.
But I say now, and I am prepared to tell
it to a public meeting at North Pelrtth,
that a condition of the original scheme
of a water supply for Perth was that there
should be a sufficient supply of potable
water f or domestic purposes. After that,
any water remaining could be sold. When
the people of a large city like Perth are
in the throes of a water famine, any
person who uses water to sprinkle a
garden is robbing his fellow citizens of a
prime necessity of life. The domestic
water supply for man and woman and
child must come first. Such water must
not be used for a garden. People who
would use water for their gardens,
heowing that it is water required by
other people for domestic purposes--
well, the sooner they get out of West-
ern Australia the b~etter. We all have
to bear criticism, and upon the fall
of a Ministry the cry is, ''The king is
dead; long live the kingi'' When mem-
bers opposite get to my old age they will
know what it means to enter the cold
shades. of Opposition. Whereas people are
apt to say-they did not say it to me
very much-to a man who is in office,
"What a wonderful man you are," once
he gets out of office the same people be-

cine like sunflowers and turn to the
rising guu. No one knows that better
than the present Premier.

The Premier: I have been on both sides
of the Chamber.

Mr. GEORGE : When people have
squeezed a Government like an orange,
they turn that Governnment out of offie
as soon as another orange makes its
-eppenrene-, frnni wh~ich they hope naa ex-
pect to .3queeze funds that the previous
Government had to refuse.

The Premier: Defeated Ministers are
ike discarde~d lovers.

Mr. GEORGE : As Ministers out of
power, though we have riot lost our in-
dlividual strength, we are becoming
acquainted with candlid friends. Those
candid friends are nut t-ouifnedl to this
Chamiber, or to any particular section of'
the Press. I should like those gentlemen
who are playing with cogged dice to-day
to be with mue in a land where one could
deal with them en proper lines. One
gentleman bus been engaged in various
public concerns of one kind and another
for years, and has made a holy mess of
the blessed lot. I must speak guardedly,
for I am aware that you, Sir, atnew the
Rules of this House even better than I
do. Without lifting the veil, I would say
that inordinate vanity causes something
besides a swelle head. Inordinate vanity
has bees the distinguinishiug feature of
the gentleman in question all through the
years that have passed. Another gentle-
man musit have a very uneasy conscience,
in view of the years that he has been
mig up in public affairs. The columns
of the Press must have left him with a
conscienee that nothing but an open con-
fession end a rogue elephant could
possibly take any joy in. If those two
gentlemen read my present remarks, I
should be quite prepared, if desired, to
repeat those remarks to their faces out-
side this Chamber and take the conse-
quences. When we were Ministers,' we
got a let of adulation from one of the big
newspapers of this State, and a less ful-
some, but inure than adequate, measure
of adulation from another portion of the
Press. Bot, an soon as the Mitchell Gov-
ernment were defeated, the gentlemen in
question, having nothing to do but send
their money out of the Statt' to avoid taxa-
tion turn. to cairping criticism andi. thinly
veiled abuse of better mnen.

The Premier: This is all so ambiguous.
Who are they?

Mr. GEORGE: The Premier's imagina-
tion will enable him to fill the gap. I
sboaldl like to furnish the names, hut I
know the Rules of the House. One of
these gentlemen was born here, and the
ether was imported. Instead of gloating
over the fragments left after a disaster,
they should try to kelp to rebuild. On
the contrary, however, they are senking to

312



[13 AUGUST, 1924.] 1

pull down the entire fabric of the State
for the gratification of private spleen.
Those gentlemen should be concerned with
serving the iuterests of the State, not for
what they may get out of it, but simply
from n sense of duty to Western Apistralin.
They should adopt that course instead of
acting as reaegades, as they are doing to-
day. Mention has been made( of the Com-
monwealth road grant. T understand the
Minister for Works does not intend to
speak on the Address-ia-reply, but he could
give further details about it if he chose.

The Premier: Tt all depends on what you
say.

Mr. GEORGE: The Commonwealth road
grant reminds me of the old story about
the Creeks. You will remember, Mr.
Speaker, that there is a saying that when
the Greeks begin to make gifts, it is time
for honest men to look out- When the
Commonwealth commvences making gifts to
Western Australia, it is time for tbe (;ao"
erment to keep their eyes skinned and
thei, intellects keen, to asc-ertain what is
happening. Under the proposal of the Coin-
mnonwealth they were to hand over £500,000
to the States f or road c-onstruction. Out of
that amount, Western Australia's sliarr
was to be £96,000. There wvere certain
conditions attached to the grant. We were
asked to send our plans to Melbourne. We
did so and they appear on the file. Those
plans, however, were rejected. The En-
gineer-in-Chief happened to be in Mel-bourne at the time and I sent him a tele-
gram asking him to see the Commonwealth
authorities. They would not do anything.
however, but intimated that they would
send their own officer, Capt. Hill, to Perth.
He came to Western Australia and he told
us that we could build only feeder roads
to serve the railways and that we could not
build a road between two places connected
by a railway, nor -ould we construct rads
parallel to sueh lines. We could build
feeder roads at right angles to the rail-
ways. To show what this meant, I raised
the case of Bengtr where the People were
growing potatoes. IUncle, those conditions
we could spend money in constructing a
road at right angles to the railway line,
but we c-ouldl ot Spend a cent, on the thriee
or four miles hetween Beiiger and Bruns-
wick where the people were also engaued in
potato growving. The people at Brunswiek
had to cart their products for 11. iniles, or
so to the railway station at Brimnswh-k or at
Berger. Wi- could build a road from Lake
Grace to Neivli-gato because no railway
connected up the two places, although the
,-nnstrcirtioni of a line had been authorisel.
]fail the railway been built we could not
c-onstruict a road between those two eentres.
The same silly, nonsensical, idiotic business
was tarriedl throughout the whole of the
Commonwealth conditions governing the
grant. What was the result? Tt was not
until after Christmas that we could make a
start to see where we were. Tt was only
then that we could establish an organisittion

to comence the wvork. Some of the nmoney
was spent before the Mitchell Government
left office and I exject the present Minister
for Works has found that the organisation
was fairly complete. We are to receive
further advances this year and a good deal
will hie spent. I hope the Minister for
Works wilt have an easier time regarding
the conditions that will be made to apply
to the expenditure of that money, than I
had to contend with. The Commonwealth
attempted to lay down all sorts of condi-
tions and the ex-Premier and I had to corn-
tat them whenever possible. There is much
misconception as to how the m~oney i--in be
used and to what works the grant applied.
There was also the question of the traffic
fees. A deputationi waited on the Minister
for Works recently and expressed the desire
that the inetropolitin area should be ex-
tended so that those interested could re-
ceive a share of the fees. I do not think
the Gosnells Road Board received any share
of the fees and T confess it is rather hard
for them, as they have just as much wear
and tear on their part of the main road as
the Canning Road Board hove to contend
with. I would not object to an extension of
the area, but it will be necessary for an
amending Bill to be introduced so that such
a course can be adopted. That was the
advice the Solicitor General, MT. Sayer,
gave me. From the remarks of the mem-
ber for Leeulerville (Mr. Millington) it is
apparent that hep does alit ,understand the
position. Posibly others too are not aware
of the facts regarding the Perth-Fremantle
road. Much to the disgust of Sir William
Lathlsin, when he wsas mayor of Perth. T
insisted upon Perth paying a larger share
towards the upkreep of the Perth-Fremantle
road because 47 per cent, of the traffic
along that road originated in Perth. We
proved that to be so and in the circum-
stances it was only right that Perth should
contribute something towards the upkeep
of the road. To show the absurdity of the
position, the Claremont Roadl Boared have
21/ miles of this main artery within their
boundaries and they collected only one license
fee amounting to 109. -The Mitchell Gover=-
meat took over the matter and carried on
the scheme. If the Minister for Works
can improve upon the arrangements we ar-
rived at, I shall not growl. One point that
did not occur to me nor to the officers of
the department when the Traffic Act was
being dealt with, referred to the license
fies for drivers. Those fees go into Con-
solidated Revenue and Y do not think that
should be so. They should be added to the
traffie fees and used in the ordinary way.
If the Minister intends to introd, ee a Bill
to exteadl the metropolitan area so that it
shall comep within the scope of the Act, 1
hope bie will deal with this point as well.
Tin- member for Avon (Mr. Griffiths) spoke
about the fines. It seems to me that it is
asking too much of the road boards to ex-
pect them to prosecute people and not re-
ceive the fines. The Minister is not respon-
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sible (or that position, however, because
uder legislation passed in 1906 all Police

Court fines have to be paid into Consoli-
dated Revenue. Until amending legislation
is passed those fines must continue to go
into Consolidated Revenue. I think the road
hoards shouild have the benefit not only of
their costs, hut of the fines as well, so that
the money may be used for traffic purposes.
t do not think Parliament intended that the
money should go into Consolidated Revenue.

Mr. Oriffiths: If that was the desire of
fit.. Houmei, wh-y has it taken you three years
to find out the position? Why did you not
rectify it?

,%r. GIEORGE: Ministers have power to
say what Bills are necessary, hut it is for
the Premier to decide what Bills shall be
put before the House. A M1inister cannot
bring forward a Bill unless lie is disloyal
to his leader.

Mr. Griffiths: This matter was pigeon-
holed :is soon as I left Parliament.

Mr. GEORGE: The bon. member is able
to talk! He does not care how much proof
exist,; if it does not suit his case he puts
it aside.

Mr. (iriffithis: You are absolutely wrong.
Mr. GEORGE: All right; I have made

the statement. It is uinderstood that the
Government intend to amend the Land Tax
and Income Tax Assessment Act to force
people with land adjacent to railways to
use those lands. In theory that sounds all
right, but the matter must be dealt with
caretfully. Many areas adjacent to the rail-
ways are held by people, but they know the
quality of the land and therefore do not
touch it. However, we can deal with the
Bill when it is before us. The member for
Menzie-s (Mr. Panton) referred to the
sandalwood question. I do not know much
about it, hot the conditions laid down in the
Art 9houild he carried nut. If they are not,
and the men are being unfairly treated, I
will not raise a word of protest if aetion is
taken to deal with the position.

Mr. Panton: It is not under the Act,' but
under the regulations that the damage hats
been done.

11r. GEOR011GE: The member for Katan-
ning (Mr. Thomson) made a sing-song about
the acts of discourtesgy towards him by the
Mitchell Government. No one can be more
discourteous than the member for Katan-
niaig. He once told me that I had the hide
of a rhirnceros. Later on, however, he told
me that I was the onli person who showed
him any courtesy.

Mr. Thomson: You are not far wrong'
Mfr. GEFORGE: I am afraid the hon.

miember s judgment wais impaired.
Mr hmo:It was correct.

Mr. GEORGE: I regretted to hear the
Premier state that s.o much money is owing
on account of interest in connection with
the soldier settlers. I know it- is a matte-r
that has to be dealt with carefully, and Per-
tsinlv a little more consideration should be
shown for those settlers than, perhaps, for

some other people. We know that the
soldivrs took uip the cudgels in the nations'
quarrel and did their duty for us. It is up
to us, therefore, to do what we can for the
'soldier settlers, If faults were made by the
Miniistries with which I have been connected,
there is no harm in attention being givens to
those points. If there is £352,000 owing on
account of interest, it seems to me that there
is need for an inquiry to ascertain why this
is so. If tite men have gone hack to that
extent in a few years, it is up to the State
to ascertain how they are to get on in the
future. This shopild he done first of all in
the interests of the men themselves and,
qecondly, in the interests of the State. It
wrould he ridiculous to let them dawdle along
getting deeper in the mire. Some steps
should be taken to ascertain whether it is
posaitile to place thosge men in a better
position to mneet their liabilities.

Mr. Lutey: Your Government knew the
[osition, dlid they not?

Air. GEORGE: I sympathise with the
Premier in that he has heen forced to join
the Federal Loan Council, .NMy views re-
garding Federation are known, Irrespec-
tive of what party may he in power, I do
not think the Federal Governments have
carried on in the best interests of the States.
I will not say that Western Australia has
been humiliated, but in my opinion the
Slate has been treated with scant courtesy
respecting her liabilities and responsibilities.
Before we entered Federation, Western
Australia was moving ahead satisfactorily.
Had we kept our Customs duties and carried
(on, we would. probably hare a population
now of between three-quarters of a million
.and a million people. Instead of that, Fed-
eratirin has wade Victoria and 'New South
Wales the manufacturing centres for the
whole of Australia, and people who were
here ani would have stayed in Western Aus-
traias, had the position been more satisfac-
tory, hav had to go to other joarts of Aus-
tralia wthere they knew they could do better.
We are patriotic regarding the Common-
wealth, but we should surely get some return
tar aolr association with Federation; I do not
refer to money, but rather to consideration.
I know that siime four or fire years ago
I went orer to Melbourne with Sir Hlenry
Lefroy and Mr. Gardiner, and I was the
only M1inister who came back with any-
thing settled, and even that the Federal
people tried to unsettle afterwards. I got
a sheet of foolscap, wrote down what bad
been agreed upon, and got it signed, and
even then they tried to get out of it. The
other two gentlemen hadl plenty of pro-
mises. but when they got back they found
there was no pie-crust. Western australia
has subscribed] to the Loan Council be-
'-ntse the Premier says we cannot help it.
I am ;nrry for that, and I only hope he
will not get his font tno dleep into the
Federal mire. The member for Guildford
(Hon. W. D. Johnston) is to be congratii-
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hated upon the very interesting speeh he
made, Hle is an old member andl an ex.
Minister, and is pretty level-headed. His
suggestion that the case for Western Aus-
tralia should be prepared as early as
possible in readiness for the Federal
Royal Commission, is a good one. What
he stated with regard to other inquiries
is a fact. The interests of the State are
so much at stake that we ought to be able
to find officers to consult with some of our
leading merchants, manufacturers and
industrialists, so that the whole ease could
be put together in such a way as to show
what Western Australia wants aad what
she has a right to expect.

Mr. Lutey: We have a Commission in
existence now.

Mr. GEORGE: We have any number of
Commissions, but what are they? I was
rather disappointed when the hon. mem-
ber said of the deficit of six millions,
"There is no opportunity to reconcile the
position with our present population.
Therefore the deficiency on revenue
account must continue.'' T join issue
with him there. The Mitchell Govern-
muent were able to reduce the deficit eacb
year during the last two years. There
may be some room for criticism of the
methiods they employed, hut the fact re-
mains that they did reduce it. I see no
reason why the present Government, if
they follow similar or better lines, should
not bring us out with a surplus instead of
a deficit at the cad of the current financial
year. Of course if we got a surplus it would
he devoted to reducing the accumulated
deficit. For a member to get down in the
dumps, however, because we have a
deficiency of six millions-well, I do not
care ''tuppene''l for such a member. The
State will carry it; the State is honest
and the State will pay; but we want
time, and if we require time we shall be
doing nothing different from every other
country, event Great Britain itself, the
eentre of finance in the old world. The
member for Avon (.%r. Griffiths) gave a
long tirade about the Yorkralcine railway.
le probably does not know everything.
Part of the delay during my term of office
was due to a proposition put up by the
Federal Government. I discussed it with
the Commonwealth engineer, Mr. Bell. Tt
was suggested that the Commonwealth
railway should come from Kalgoorlie to
Merredin and then branch off between our
main goldfields line and the Dowerin line.
Had that been done, it would have saved
a tremendous lot of changing at the break
of gauge. If the Commonwealth line were
brought from Kalgoorlie to Perth, how-
ever, and took the place of our present
goldfields line, at every point where our
feeder lines joined, the break of gauge
difficulties would prevail. No mechanical
means have been devised whereby narrow

gauge tracks can be run on broad gauge
lines. Ever Sinces T was a boy efforts have
been made in this direction, but so far
without success. In England efforts were
made to cope with the difficulty, and
eventually a uniform gauge was decided
upon there.

Mr. Thomson: Where do the Common-
wealth propose to run their line now?

Mr. GEORGE, They propose to follow
the present line. There has been much
criticism of the es-Premier. He baa been
charged with not having done this, that
and the other. Sir James Mitchell did
what he believed to he his honest duty to
the State. He made mistakes as everyone
else has done, hut anyone who tries to be-
little him or who says he has done nothing
is not familiar with the history of West-
ern Australia. I do not think Sir James
would claim that he has done everything.
I do not claim that he initiated the group
settlement scheme, but he certainly did
take the question in bond, no matter who
had it in mind, whether it was Pickering
Brook. or someone else. TI Sir James made
mistakes, he made them honestly.

Mr. Lutey: lie is open to criticism.
Mr. GEORGE: I did not always agree

with Sir James Mitchell. I had differ-
ences with him, but I would not admit for
a moment that in what he did for the
settlement of Western Australia he was
animated by other than love for the land
in which he lives. The way things are
going now reminds me of the time when
Federation became an accomplished fact.
We know Western Australia voted for
Federation, but now you would have to
go through the State with a fine-tooth
c-omb to dism-over anyone who would admit
having voted for Federation. Tt is a pity
that those people who have been pitching
into my chief cannot find better scope for
their energies. We have now a number
of gentlemen who are trying to make out
that they were not the cause of the fall
of the Mfitchell Government. One promin-
ent gentleman, connected with a news-
paper I believe, tries to make out that he
was not responsible, and another says he
did Dot exoetly do it, though he thought
of it and helped it along. Then we have
a gentleman who has resigned many times
from the presidentship, of the farmers'
conference. I think he resigned two or
three times to-day and still is going back.
He does not quite know where he is. It
members who follow him remembered
their position in the House and devoted
their thoughts and abilities to trying to
bring us all together-

Mr. Thomson: So they did.
Mr. GEORGE: And thus help Western

Australia along, they would be doing
something to make this country more corn-
fortable and prosperous. Nothing will be
accomplished by the carping spirit of

31-1



316 LASSEMBLY. i

criticism founded on envy, hatred, ad
malice.

Mr. Thomson:; Had Monger 's advice
been accepted-

Mr. GEORGE. Who is Monger? I do
not know him.

Mr. Thomson: This State would have
been saved many thousands of pounds.

Mr. SPEAKER. Order I
Mr. GEORGE: Uf I could ask the hon.

member a question through you, Sir, I
shuld like to know whether Monger is
the gentleman who had the impudence to
write a letter to me, a Minister of the
Crtown, telling mue that if L did not do
what hi- wanted he would report me to the
Premier, If he is that gentleman, the hon.
member is welcome to keep him.

Mr. Pinton: What did you tell him?1
Mr. (.EORGE: Sometimes I use abort

words.
The Minister for Works: Is your reply

onte eartmental files?
2Mr. UhORGE: No, the letter was writ-

ten to me, I supposes in a sort of semi-
private- capacity, and my reply unfortu-
nately, suffered from internal combuiaon
and vanished.

The Minister for Works: I think I shall
hare to have a search made for it.

Mr. Thomson: But still we survive I
Mr. GEORGE: I think it speaks poorly

for a man when others have to ask hirn re-
peatedly to retain a position after he has
told them he will not do so, and after he
has told the country that unless it sup-
ported what he was preaching, he would re-
tire from the movement altogether. Yet these
gentlemen try to persuade him to remain on
the pedestal he should never have occupied.
The question of finance was raised by the
member for Guildford. Ho said our system
was wrong. It always is wrong to the other
felli w, but I expect the present Government
carried out the practice of former years. The
books urc kept aopen till the 10th Jully for
the collec-tion of revenue. If the Govern-
mnerit closed down on the 30th June, they
would be 10 days short of a year's revenue.
Instead of the year for the collection ot
revenue being from the Jet July to the 30tb
June, it is really from the 11th July to
the 10th July. The statement that expendi-
ture had been held over and that accounts
had been kept back, instead of being paid,
has no foundation to my knowledge. 1
know whrat I laid down in the departments
I controlled: it was that bills should be paid
pronuitlv. The member for Claremont
(Mr. North) made some remarks about sub-
re-riptiins tb.rit members were called upon to
pay. Thisi is one of the things that strike
most new members. When they join the
Heu'e they discover that they are elected
patron Of this and president of that and
subsicriptions are expected of them. I do
not regard it as9 he does, namely, that the
poor man could not afford to pay sand that
the riph man gave subscriptions as a bribe-
I have always regarded these organiations

as having a fair claim upon my Parliament-
ary salary. It is well known that I opposed,
tooth and nail, payment to members. I did
not think it right and I do not think it is
right now. It is a poor country that can-
not find men who have done sufficiently
well to serve it for the purposes of Parlia-
ment. But as the ''West Australian"' did
me the honour to say, occasionally I am
so"'ewhat archaic in my notions. The sub-
scriptions are paid and I do not consider
their payment en anything in the shape of
a bribe. I think the hon. member will take
a different view of this matter later on.
The hen, member mentioned that the deficit
was equal to £160 per head. 1 do not care
a rap about that. It may take Western Aus-
tralia a long time to pay its debts, but in
my opinon the people are not only politi-
ally honest but personally honest, and their
descendants will be the same. I am con-
vinicl that we can carry the burden ana
in doing so we shall make the best of it.
Are we to remain awake at night because
we have a deficit of six millions? It is a
serious position I admit, but the State is
good enough for twice that amount. There
is one matter in the speech of the member
for 1Leederville (Mr. Millington) to which
must refer. The hon. memiber made some
remarks regarding Mr. Justice Draper. Ile
may not know it, but I assure him that it
was with very great difficulty that the ex-
Premier was able to persuade Mr. Draper
to take a seat on the Supreme Court beach,
and nothing in the shape of instructions to
the effect that he w~as to do so and so were
issued. I am very sorry that anyone should
have that idea, because we know it to be
untrue. Whatever M.Nr. Drapter's predilec-
turns may hep as a private individual he had
a right to them, but I am satisfied that he
is an honourable andI uipright mian, and14 if
an attempt were made to dictate to him
he would not hesitate to do as Mr. -Justice
Higgins did when Mr. Hughes, the then
Prime Minister, made an attack upon him.
I do not think this House should be used as
a vehicle for pouring abuse and contumely
on the gentlemen who occupy the position
of judges in the State. All are as honest as
anyone within the boundaries of the State,
and if hon. members believe what they
say about those who hold these high and
important positions, their proper course is to
impeach those gentlemen, and in that way
they will he tried by their peers. I chs]-
lenge any bon. member to take that eon-
stitutional course. If he is not prepared
to do thaet, then he had better leave the
judges nlone. If the member for Leader-
villa knew Mfr. Justice Draper as I know
himo, he would regaard him as a man whose
hionour is; unbleniihpd and unsullitil. The
same hon. member raid hi- would like to
know why tle Clureninat traway extensionn
%,aq bilti. r do not know what hi had in
hi-~ mind1. I live, at ('l-remmuit.

The Premier: Quit- uicneeps~cry to oh-
serve that.
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'Mr. GEORGE: The reason for the ex-
tension of the tramway line to Claremont
was in order to afford conveniences for a
number of people. During the progress of
the railway strike quite a number of people
who had been in the habit of using the
trains walked to their homes from the ex-
isting tramway terminus; at -Nedlands or
trusted to someone to give them, a lift in
a motor car. Now that this extension has
been completed I travel by it and I flnu
that it has been fairly well patronised.

The 'Minister for Railways: The traffic
is not improving.

Mdr. GEOXUE: The dilliculty now is the
number of cheralbaues that are robbing the
tranms of a great portion of the traffic.
One can get into a charabanc anywhere he
likes and come to Perth for 9d., anid he is
dropped in the centre of the city in the
space of 25 minutes; but take a tram and
the time occupied in the journey is from 38
to 4'3 minutes. I have tried it dozens of
times. Even then you are not taken right
through to Perth. You go to King's Park
gates and then you have to change into
another tram, and if it is not there you
must wait. Last night I left the House
shortly aftor 9 o'clock and caught my train
to King's Park gates. I waited eight
minutes% before the Claremont car arrived.
It was delayed on the road. It is always
liable to be delayed on the road. There should
be a through tram, and there should be
connection with the Nedlands Park tram that
goes by way of Mof unt Is Bay-road. The chars-
hanes run every quarter of an hour through-
ouit the dlay. I think there are eight of
them now-, and they are able to maintain a
fairly continuous service. Each of these
ears. 4-:rries, I understand, 24 passengers.
If the Claremont tramns were taken as far as
Cottesloc Reach, there would he ample justi-
fication for them. We must give people the
tonveniences they want. The Government
talk about dealing with the motor traffic;
the Government cannot deal with it. They
can get piower to do many things, but they
cannot interfere with time conveniences Of
the people unless they -provide something
that is eqnally good. When the Traffic Bill
was before liii House it was 'never contem-
platedl that there would be an advent of
motor bmuses, nor even heavy motor lorries
which we find to-day competing with the
railways, and the feeg& that were decided
on were nut fixed on the highest scale.
Motor lorries; are robbing the railways of
a considerable amount of freight. It must
easily lie a couple of thousand tons a week.
They shoul he compelled to pay a. heavier
tax, :'nd I1 think the charahanes should also
pay a Lodid deal more than they do, seeing,
that they are plying for hire. *When fees
were fixed we had in view only private cars
and the taxi cabsg. There was no thought at
that time of competition with the railways
develluping in the manner that it has done.
These are all the remarks I hanve to offer
this eveninig, and I thank has, membhers

for having listeaed patiently to what
I had to say. A duty devolves on both
sides of the House to do everything possible
for all classes of the community. If any
Government-I do not care which it be--
legislates for one class only, they will be
doing that which they were not put into
power to carry out. The Government should
410 justice all round. I do not think there
is any need to Nvarn Ministers, but I say
to them that, having been placed in power,
they should know exactly what to undertake
and they should try to he fair to all classes
of the community. If that be the spirit in
which the Government will fate their duties,
I shall be prepared to extend every help to
them,

Mr. LAYBERT (Conigardie) 18.40]
After an acquaintanace with you, Mr.
Spaker, extending over a period of 20
years9, it is only right that f should join)
in the congratulations that have been ex-
tended to you on your elevation to the high
post you now occupy. I also congratulate
some of the new members on the speeches
they have made, and particularly I have in
mind one or two speeches made by new re-
presentatives of the farmers, speeches that
were very interesting. They emanated from
men with practical minds, wbo know the
difficulties and who know the conditions; and
also know the possibilities of this great
State. It is to be hoped that their first
consideration as representatives will not be
merely to allow Nationalists or the country
dwellers to direct their policy, but to keep
uppermos:t in mind the welfare of the far-
mer in Western Australia, and possibly, if
they do that, instead Of merely acting as
an adjunct to the Nationalist party, they
will be doing something indeed for the
farmers of the State. I do not know that
any good purpose -will be served by entering
into recriminations in respect of past Gov-
ernments. The political pendulum lies un-
dergune its inevitable swing. The previous
Government made mnistakes sufficient at
least to demand a chanige of Government,
ur the electors made a mistake in bringing
about a change. We of course naturally
believe that the former prompted the people
of this State when they desired to effect a
change in the form of Government. Whilst
I think it is always well that members
should indulge in healthy criticism of the
acts of this or any other Government, lot
rue say that I will in no way reserve criti-
cin' of what I think is not right, even
against the present G"overnment, but I will
not be mean-souled enough not to findI
virtues in the other man. I believe that the
past Government were actuated by a sin -
cere desire to see the State progress, and
I wish to pay a tribute to that big
and generous-hearted Western Australiani
who led the previous Government. I
refer to Sir -Tame- 'Mitchell. That gen-
tleman, like all others, made mistakes,
and it is to be hoped, and T believe we can
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expect, that when the inevitable change
again comes about-of course I believe
it will be many years before that hap-
pens-at least the same generous tributes
will be paid to the work of the party Row
in office. It is to be hoped that Parlia-
ment will hack up the Government's
policy of land settlement and migration.
The effective utilisation of land adjacent
to railways has a direct bearing on the
economic fabric of Western Australia.
Considering the enormous sums of money
invested in railways it is essential that
we should have effective occupation of
the land. Without it the State cannot
hope to prosper. Some men are cowardly
enough to hesitate over a sound progres-
sive policy of land settlement. So, too, in
the matter of establishing secondary in-
dustries, or the development of our great
natural resources, Professor John Tin-
dale, speaking of creative law said, "This
is too great a theme for me to handle, but
it must assuredly be handled when we,
like streaks of morning mist, have melted
into the infinite azure of the past." So
we find many sections of the community
with small, me an minds and a total dis-
regard of the natural wealth of the State.
It is true that with effective occupation
of our lands we should have better methods
of farming. It was interesting to note
the remarks of the member for Toodyay
(M.Nr. Lindsay) in this connection. With
all due respect to our farmer;, I believe
they have not yet started to farm
properly. For the last quarter of a cen-
tury we have had, and have been paying
for, an observatory through which to
study the abstruse science of astronomy.
We spend £3,000 or £4,000 per annum on
astronomy, but will not spend a shilling
on an agricultural college or an agricul-
tural chemist. It is unquestionable that
the farmers have not that appreciation of
the practical apptlication of science to
their everyday calling that they should
hav-e. With nil due regard for the study
of astronomy, I say that our State, being
in its pioneering stage, and so having no
money to spend on luxuries as have the
older States of the Common wealth, has
something more pressing to attend to
than the study of an abstract edienco such
as astronomy. There is the everyday
bread and butter consideration of what
we can do for all sections of the comn-
munity. It Is a crying shame that in
Western Australia, where we have raised
the wheat output to 18,000,000 bushels,
we have not an agricultural chemist. The
whole problem of profitable production is
one of trying to harness the known
sciences. To-day it is almost impossible
for us to export meat to the old world
because the great Argentine Republic, 25
or 30 years ago, gripped tightly the
economic aspect of development. That

great republic founded the Bank of
Argentina, and that bank has played no
small part in the development of the
republic. It is to he hoped that as bank-
ing is one of the planks of our party's
iplatfornm we shall be ahle to follow suit.
I]ndustrial banks would form a great
adjunct to industry. It is almost im-
possible for this State to progress unless
we can get a firmer grip of the finanees
than we have to-day. Turning to the
important question of fertilisce, I may
say the Government have approached it
in the widest possible spirit of helpful-
nessi. The fertiliser companies have built
up big assets in Western Australia, and
have supplied the farmers with fertilisers
-at a price, Bu~t apart from the com-
mercial side of the question there is also
the national aspect, which no Government
van lose sight of. We have big areas of
light lands almost impossible of being
brought under profitable cultivation un-
less we can cheapen fertilisers. So, later
in the session, at the instance of the ov-
eranment, I will move that a select com-
mittee be appointed to inquire into all
aspects of the fertiliser trade in Western
Australia. In other parts of the world,
in France, in Germany, in America, in
Sweden, in Norway, even in En gland the
authorities have not been unmindful of
the great advances wade by science. The
time may come when it will be found
harder for our farmers to supply wheat
at competitive rates than it is to-day.
Russia has raised her production to
2,000,000 tons. When Russia again enters
c-ompetitively into the markets of the
world, probably the whole economic posi-
tion will change. And with the settle-
Went of the economic problems between
Great Baitain and Russia, probably it wrill
be found that the great Russian. market
will be opened and that our farmers will
be standing in competition with those of
Russia, who in years gone by produced
wheat at a very low price. So it
biehaves the2 farticrs' rcprcscatatives in this
House to be active and have lbut one single
thought, namely, the welfare of the farm-
ers. 1 hope dint party will never again
link up with the Nationali,,t Party, who
-anut represent the rural worker half so
cllcintively a,4 can the rural representative.
I hopc that when I move for the select
.Oh1ninittCP ton inquire into the fertiliser
icstionn I hall have the iuhole-hearted co-

npvratitin ol our tarmers' representatives.
Th- tini,- has nrrived w1%unn the position must

1c rt-vivwed to get, whether we cannot oh-.
tain tor the- fnrr:vr-i fertiliser at a rate
that will enable them to compete success-
fully against g-rowers of other nationali-
ieit In l'rsterm Arstralia we have two

sect ions: We have the loyal Western Aus-
tralians, and wr have dotajile-r in Western
Akustralia peojiep who never do anything
but decry everything Western Australian.
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We olight to have a greater regard for the
vast natural resources of the State. We
do aot iuant a man who is prepared merely
to think in threepenny bits: a man who
baulks at any duty before him. Rather
do wye waunt nice who wvili think big, and
act courageously. Only by having such
men can we develop the State. Many times
have I spoken of establishing secondary
industries in WXestern Australia. Some peo-
ple say we ought to wait until the primary
industries are developed to a greater ex-
tent, but I say the time is now that we
should get a close grip of this al-im-
portant problem. To-day we should be pro-
during many of our own requirements. We
could do it if only we could evolve a policy. We
cannot go on sending six or seven millions
of money per annum to the Eastern States
manufacturers. A Parliament or a people
that would tolerate that for any great
length of time would be suffering from
either cowvardiu-e or laziness. There is no
need for us to import beutter, eggs, hacon
and oilier conmmodities from the Eastern
'States. There is no need for them to sup-
ply us with wearing appairel, and 15 or 20
other lines of manufactures that could be
produced in Western Australia, thus pro-
viding work and wealth within the State
and relieving the burden of taxation. We
want mnen who can think big, not men of
narrow vision who cry- wait, wait until our
secondary industries are developed. Hand
in hanid with the development of our great
rural lands we should establish many sec-
ondary industries that will ultimately play
an important part in the welfare and pro-
gre-s of the State. I hope there will be a
keener appreciation of the necessity for
startineg industries in Western Australia,
to provide employment and opportunity for
nor boys and girls. We do not want our
boys and girls to have to leave for the
Eastern States after receiving their educa-
tion here. We know this is due to Federa-
tion, the policy of whcih is dictated by* the
big Eastern States manufacturers. I hope
w~e shall lie able to evolve a policy that will
have the hacking of the Government. It
is not a matter of monetary backing; it
is nioral hacking we want. We want the
moral stiffening that Parliament and the
Governn'ent can give to struggling indus-
tries. If Parliament took up this question
in earne'.t, the people would follow the lead.
In this State we have rich lead mineq. The
Mlinister for Railways knows that in the
Northampton district arp large reserves of
ore. Those mines have been fostered by a
Glovernnment gant to the extent of £.25,000.
Wite' the mine was thus placed on its feet,
the lirectors immediately arranged tn ship
the output to Belgium, leavingt our Fre-
mantle smelting works idle.

The Minister for Railways: They would1
rnt do it at a fair price.

Mr. LAVMERT: I do not know anvvtb!i'g
aboout that. From an unnecessary constit-
nent-sulphur-could be manufactured sup-
er!.ho~phatv for the farmer, and in that

way industries could be correlated and
made to assist each other. It was a shame
that, after the Government had found the
money to hnck tbe mine, the ore should be
shipped to Belgium. We%' have thousands
of tins of timlber going over the fire choite
in the timber areas every year. We have
millions of tons of iron ore. In Norway
and Sweden wood fuel is being used to
manufacture soft iron, which is sent to
Western Australia. Why is not some at-
tempt made to grapple with the problem
of our waste? I hope the farmers will
realise that their great sheet anchor is ths
borne market. Ultimately they may have
to fate preat forces at competition with
other countries more favourably situated
in relation to the big markets, and may
then have to rely exclusively upon the home
market for the sale of their produce. This
being so, they should endeavour to realise
the importance of having secondary indus-
tries established within the State. lIt is un-
fortunate that some new members should be
under the impression that the mining in.
dustry is Played out. Gold mining raised
Western Australia from a penal settlement
to the proud position of one of the richest
sovereign States. In a comparatively few
years it produced over 150 million pounds
worth of wealth, but we have never had
the sympathetic policy that was necessary
to develop our mineral resources. Primary
producers seem to overlook the great part
that mining has played in the opening up
of this State, but let me remind them that
while only a quarter of a million has been
lent to mining, the farmers have received
loans to the extent of six millions. It is
a difficult matter to devise a policy that
would receive the endorsement of all sec-
tions of Parliament.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: One is a staple
asset.

Mr. TLAMBERT: Of the total exporta-
tions from Western Australia during the
last 30 years, mineral wealth has been re-
sponsible for 50 per cent., so it has played
.a great part in the economic life of the
State. In the early days of the farming
industry, it was the population of the min-
ing areas that provided an outlet for the
farmners' produce. The mining community
are taxed in ailmost every direction. When
they got a water supply they were asked
to pay for it in a comparatively few
years. The mining industry carried almost
the whole of the burden of the non-paying
railways from the inception.

Mr. 0. P. Wanebrough: The position is
reversed to-day.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know that it
is. Possibly the day will come when our
farmers will rue their pursuit of foreign
Markets. They should focus their atten-
tion on enlarging home markets, which
will prove more important than the
phantom-like foreign markets we hear so
much about to-day. If the local market
be developed hand in band with other
industries, the farmers will not then have
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to rely upon the uncertain markets in
foreign lands. The Government intend to
grapple with one of the difficulties con-
fronting the mining industry in a very
practical way. A Royal Commission con-
sisting of a mining engineer is to be
appointed to ascertain the reserves of ore
in tbe mines in the Kalgoorlie district.
It would be out of the question to appoint
a Commission to inquire generally Into
the mining industry, because it would he
years before a report could he iae avail-
able. The idea of appointing a mining
engineer as a Royal Commissioner could
have application to only a few of the big
mines in the Kalgoorlie district. The
mine owners claim that they have large
reserves of low grade ores. From the late
Government they receive £40,000 per
annum by way of a reduction in water
charges in order to assist the industry,
but that T consider to be merely a dole.
It will be the function of the Commis-
sioner to ascertain the extent of the
known ore reserves, their value, and
whether by an alteration of mining and
metallurgical methods, these ore reserves
can be profitably treated. I said in 1916,
and I repeat it to-night, and writh all due
regard to the metallurgists on the mines,
that some of their methods, to put it
mildly, have become antiquated. The oil
flotation process, I believe1 will solve the
-problem of dealing with the low-grade
ores. There are four or five million
pounds worth of ore reserves blocked out
that under present conditions are unpay-
able. Rather than give the mines a dole
of £ 40,000 a year in the 'way of reduced
water charges, it would be better for the
Government to guarantee the interest 00
a fair expenditure for an up-to-date mill-
ing plant. While a reduction for water
might be important to the mine;, it is not
the crux of the question. The crux of the
question is whether methods can be de-
vised to treat the ore reserves at a
cheaper rate than in the past. The
Governmient are' tackling this problem in
such a way as to reveal whether the ore
reserves that are unpaysbie to-day can
be profitebly treated. The Mfiniste r for
Mines is tackling the problem of mining
in this State with an earnestness char-
acteristic of him. He is formulating cer-
tain practical suggestions to assist the
industry that should go far to carry out
the policy so long advocated by members
representing the mining industry in this
House. Some of the bigger mining dis-
tricts of the State are almost depopulated,
although there are big lines of lodes and
reefs there that should be prospected in
some way. As it seems almost impossible
to procure the capital necessary to take
the initial steps, it devolves upon the
Government to make a national question
of this and go in for a comprehensive sys-

teum of boring. We ind-icated sufficient to
the Minister during his -recent visit to
the eastern goldfields to make him see
that this is the only feasible way of
bringing some of these mines into profit-
able production. He also had an oppor-
tunity of seeing the experiments in oil
flotation carried nut in the Kalgoorlie
Sr',bool of Mfines. This is a technical sub-
jecvt with which I am not going to weary
menmhers. In America oil flotation is re-
garded as probably the leading metallurgi-
ral process dealing with certain classes
of ores that are very similar to those on
the goldfields. I hope the Government
will he prompted to put up a small oil
flotation unit on the ("oolgardie State bat-
tery. T believe that will be the means
of demonstrsting that some of the sul-
phide ores in Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie and
other parts of the State can be profitably
treated in a fairly big way at the Tate
of £1 per ton. Many mines to-day are
struggling with the problem of trying to
roast the whole of their products when
the gold is contained in six or seven
per cent. of ' them. If there is any
feasible metallurgical treatment that will
dissociate the mineral containing gold
from the gangue, and render it possible
to treat a similar portion of the
ore, it will be the salvation of the
m'ining industry in the State, The
Government have also indicated their
intention of appointing advisory mining
boards. I believe a board similar to those
which have done so much for the farmers,
hut differently constituted, would he of
great advantage to the State. There are
in the State many mining men and other
public-spirited men on the eastern golddields
and on the Murchison whoe would gladly
give their tinc in an advisory capacity to
assist the Government in reviving the for-
tunes of the industry. If we can utilise the
services of competent advisory mining
boards in the State, subordinate of course
to au executive body which would deal with
the matter of grants, etc., I believe much
good will be done. We should urge upon
the Federal Government the necessity for
grouting a bonus upon gold. They have
had everything, but have given nothing. It
is heathy for them to find that members
are thinking along serious lines, anad are
determined to see if they cannot remove
some of the chafing shackles of Federation.
rless this is done, our sovereign rights Will
soon be taken from us. Already liberal
bonuses are given to manufacturers in the
Eastern States, end it is well that the Fed-
eral Government should know there are in-
dustries in this State that are also worthy of
consideration. They should appoint a Co.-
monwealith geologist. In the case of other
industries established recently. experts have
been appointed. This is a great mineral
State, and is only in its infancy so far 5.5
minerals are concerned. Tt is an obligation
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east upon the Federal Government to create
a geological department, something on the
lines of that in the United States, and to
endeavour to give us the best geological
knowledge the world produces so that we
may demenstrate what great mineral wealth
we possess. It must not be thought that
Western Australia is worked out in the mat-
ter of minerals. Both as regards minerals
and metals, for which there is world-wide
use, we have unlimited quantities. Our prin-
cipal mines are gold minest, but there are
mmiuv useful minerals and metals that could
he mined equally profitably and would play
a great part in the economic life of West-
ern Australia. We went before the country
with a souud and progressive policy. We are
fully seized of the seriousness of the position
in this State. Side by aide with a full re-
gard for our obligations we desire to human-
i-se work and industry, make the home
brighter, and endeavour to give to every boy
aunl girl in the State such equal opportunities
in life as will make for responsible citizen-
ship, to the end that we may all share in
brotherly union the great heritage and gifts
we possess,

On motion by Mr. J. H. Smith, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9X3 p.rt.
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The PRE.SIDENT took the Chair at 4.3t)
p.m., and read prayers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Him. .1. Lorelin a,'d Ike RmPWr Settlement
Riry,

lRon. A. LOVE7KTN\ (M1etropolitan)
11.351~: f desire to snaike at p:'rqonal ex-
planation. 'Mr. President. Dr. Saw in this
House, tihe other evening-

The PRESIDENT: I would like to re-
mind the hon. member that his personal ex-
planation is not to be a complete reply to
Dr. Saw's speech.

Hon. A. LOVERLY:- No, Sir. Dr. Saw
baid he would give any sum I liked to name
to any charity I liked to naume if I could
show that Cooel Amuery, in dealing with
the Empire Settlement Bill in the House of
Coinurons, rather h~ragged that lie had made
a gondi deal. Dr. Sawv further said that
nothing n-us to be found to support my
statemnent. I now desire to point out what
is to be found.

The PNESiDENT : Anything in the
nature of an explanation iq adnmissible, but
I do not knee whether the hon. member is
gquite in order in taking up a challenges.

Hon. A. LOVEK!N: Dr. Saw stated that
woat I hail said was not to be found.

The~ PRESIIDENT: If the hon. uunrljer
WI5I)C to make an explanation, it will be
in order.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN I just desire to
correct tire hon. member somewhat. What
I said is to he found in "Hfansard'' of
the lot August, on page 21, 1922-3 Volume.
These are my words-

I amn referring to this, becaus.e whilst
Sir James 'Mitchell comes home and tells
us what u magnificent deal he hats made,
Colonel Amery also takes credit for hav-
ing made a. magnificent deal.

And the other night T said that Colonel
Anmery ralther lbragged about toe- deal he
had made. The passage that I wish to
quote to support that, is to be found
in the British Parliament 'Unsard'' De-
bates, 1922, page 578, and it is exactly the
same as nplit urs in our "ilsansard " on page
21, word for word as I quoted it. Here is
the passage from the British ''Hansard '-

Mr. Aumery then said the real difference
lay in the fact that in one case they
would have them (the unemployed) still
with 'is, still uncnhplo~ed, increasingly
less employable, a permanent burden on
the country and a weakness to the nation.
As it was, they were to-day on productive
work, many of them on the way to be-
come their own masters, supplying uis with
goods we needed, and buying our goods,
trading under laws which gave them a
preference over the gootis of foyeign na-
tions.
Hon. T. Moore: But you woulmi not call

that boasting.
Hon. J. Duffell: It is skiting, thoug-h.

Hon. A. LOVESIN: In view of what
follows, I think it is boasting. Re goes on
to say-

They were now conidering at that mo-
nient the Western Australira scheme,
uinder which Western Australia agreed to
settle 75,000 people for 11l1.000 '000, pro-
vdied that the Comnieowenlth ;rid the
United Kingdom contributed a sum
equivalent to one-third of the interst for
fire years- This would cost over a period
of seven or eight years 460l0,000; in
other words, 10 per cent. of the total ex-
penditure, or only about £8 per settler.
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