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The SPEAEER tfook the Chair at
p-m., and read prayers.

4.30

QUESTION—NAVIGATION ACT,
EXEMPTION,

Mr. SLEEMAN agked the Premier: 1,
Were the State Government approached by
the Federal Government for an opinion be-
fore the granting of exemption to the s.s.
‘*Centaur’’ to trade on the North-West

coast of this State? 2, If so, what opinion

was givent
The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, No.

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT
RELIEF.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON agked the Cot-
onial Treasurer: 1, Have the Government
agreed to spend pound for pound with the
City Council on new unscheduled works
which the Couneil may undertake for the
relief of the unemployed? 2, I[f so, will
the same terma and conditions be granted
to other Yocal governing bodiea of the met-
ropolitan area?

The COLONIAL TREASUREE re-
plied: 1 and 2, No; and no request of this
nature has been made.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.

Mr. BARNARD (Sussex) [4.353]: As one
of the new members, let me congratulate
vou, Sir, on your election as Speaker. Also
T wish to eongratulate the Premier and his
Miniaters on their attainment to office,
At the last election it was the people’s
wish that those gentlemen should take
office, and we have to abide by that de-
cision. Let us hope that the people will
nat he disappeinted iz the Premier and his
Ministers. It has been pleasing to hear hom.
members express their willinguess to help
the Premier in the work he has before him.
In the Governor’s Speech I notice that
every part of Western Australia is men-
tioned for assistanee; so apparently the
same old poliey is to be carried on by the
new Government. That will be gratifying
to those on this side. The Premier has
gaid that he will require at least £7,000,000
this year for the works of the country,
Judging from the requests we have heard
from members here it is e¢lear that
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£7,000,000 will not be sufficient to carry out
all the works required. The Premier is likely
to have a difficult problem in finding the
money. I hope he will be able to get suffic-
ient to ¢arry out the most necessary works,
and that hon. members’ requests will be
acteded to, for I am sure they are quite
justified. My own have not yet been added
to the list. Fortunately they are very
small indeed. Of eourse, like Geraldton and
Fremantle and Bunbury, Busselton has a
harbour requiring attention, To me It
seems that Busselton's claim in this respect
is more urgent than any of the others. We
have a jetty not equal to the business of
the port. Owing to the Margaret River
railway being almost completed, the tim-
ber mills erected along that line are send-
ing timber through Busselton to Bunbary
becanse the accommodation at our jetty ie
not sufficient for the berthing of the large
boats that come for timber.

The Minister for Lands: Will not a lot
of that timber go to Augusta in future?

Ar. BARNARD: T hope not. It is closer
to our port than to Augusta, and the Aug-
ustz jetty will require .o lot miore zepairs
than will ours to be able to berth timber
boats, The jetty-head there is only 600 feet
long, whercas the timber boats are up te
450 feet in length. The Margaret Hiver
railwvay has not yet beer taken over by
the Government, although 1822 tons of tim-
ber have been semt through to Bumbury for
shipment. Then there are some smaller
regeirements in my electorate. For in-
stance, a railway station at Donnybrook is
necessary and hag been half-promised for
many years. Yet mew stations of much
less importance are being built elge-
where. The most pressing question of all
is that of group settlement, The Minister
for Lands last night gave us some aston-
ishing figures. Speaking of land settle-
ment generally he said that £11,000,000 had
been lent to farmers. I take it most of
that has heen lent in the wheat areas. Ths
Treasurer has said that he requires one and
a-quarter million pounds for the group set-
tlements this year. Tt is a very large sum,
but I hope he will be able to find all that
13 necessary to carry on the pgood work
initiated by Sir James Mitchell. The
policy of group settlement has found
favour with the Labour Party, Uast night
the Minister for Lands told us that the
party had kept the Government in power
Iast session beeause they were satisfied with
the group settlement poliey.

The Minpister for Lands: I said becausa
they were carrying out our poliey.

Mr, BARNARD: Tt is one and the same.
I am glad the Minister is going {0 continune
that policy of development of group settle-
ment. Notwithstanding the eriticism lee-
elled against the scheme and agninst Sir
James Mitchell who inawgurated it, all
must admit that good werk has been done.
The member for Guildford (Hon. W. D.
Jobnson) eriticised the group settlement
and the Bouth-West lands. He said the
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Bouta- West country would take years tfo
sweeten, and that the clearing of the iand
should be carried out on a different sys-
tem, the bigger trees being ringbarked. Of
course, ringtarked country is easier and
cheaper to clear than is green country; but
if we are to wait five or seven years for the
country to be cleared, how can we hope
to develop proup seftlement?  As for the
land requiring to he sweetened, the hon,
member must know that his statement was
incorreet; for it has heen proved that
in that country, where green timber grew
last year erops will grow this year,
¢rops including potatoes and oats. They
are not grown in large quantities at
the present time. A potato crop will viell
from eight to ten tons to the acre. Thoe oul
erops were exceptionally good, and the best
sheaf shown in the district had been grown
on une of the groups thnt was green the
Fyear hefore.  This indieatey that the country
is not sour amd does not require years of
awod tening. A lot has been said about
clearing, and it has bevn stated that it
shorld have been done by contract rather
than Ly the group scttlers. The scheme that
way adopted was a good one, Although
there ure men from the Ol Country who
have never used an axe, espevially the type
nged in Australia, thex have to be taught,
und this is the easiest way to teach them.
In a short time they will he able to ido the
work ax well ay an Australian, [ have been
amungst the group scttlements as much as
anyone. I have seen the work the settlers
have been doing, and 1 am of opinion that
the majority will make good if they are
given a chanee. The Minister for Lands
admitted he thought each man shonld have
a cow upon which to practice milking, and
that it was better to spoil one eow than ten.
It is a good idea. The same thing applies
to the men who are working on the laudl.
If they have never done any clearing in
their lives, it is better that they should be
shown how to do it under supervision suech
as in a group. An area of 25 acres is not
sufficient for one man, and each will have
to clear more of his own land. The clearing
methods adopted are much the same a8 the
old type that is adopted by other people.
Traction engines are being used, and these
are in charge of qualified men who do the
tree pulling. When n tractor is not used
the ordinary tree puller is brought into re-
quisition. Amy man with common sense ean
use a treepuller in a very little while. That
part of the work, therefore, is done in the
same way as a eontractor wonld do it. T
ghounld like the member for Quildford (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) to take a trip to the South-
West, for I feel sore that he has not seen
as much of that part of the Btate as he
should have seen. If he went through the
distriets and saw the c¢lover growing there,
he would know that the land was not so0 sonr
as he thought it wes. Last year in the
group settlements in my district 2,700 aeres
of elover were planted, and this is now doing
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well. [ am yatisfied that the group settly-
ments will be the mainstay of Western Aus-
tralia. It is a system of developmeni that
we should encourage. Let us hope the Gov-
vroment will continue the work, and will he
able to find the money nveessary to enable
them to earry it un, The Minister for Lands
referred to the storckeepers. | am justified
in defending them, particularly those in my
distriet. It has been stuted that the pricea
charged for poods are exorbitant, and that
the new settlers are being robbed by the
storekeepers. [ flatly rontradict that state-
wment, Exorbitant prices are uut charged in
the district 1 represvnt. The prices that are
current in the town are those that are
charged by the storekeeper to the settler,
plus the extra freight tbat is charged by
the group settlement lorries to tuke the
gouils to the store. It exorbitant charges
are made it is due tu the cost of getting the
goods out by the group settlement lorriew.
The storckeepers are deoing their beat to
ussist the settlers in every way, If Tobbery
is being committed, it is against the store-
keeper and not in his favour. We all have
to suffer. That is in the game. It goes
against the grain, however, for vne to hear
it stated that the storekeepers are robbing
the men on the land. The Premier says he
requires another million and a half of money
this year. I hope that will he fortheoming,
even if he has to go to England to get it
It is badly needed for the development of
our lands. We should not stop the immi-
gration policy that has been carried on so
suecessfully during the last year or two. If
we want to keep Australia white, we must
have plenty of white people in it. It is only
by means of immigration and assisting the
men on the Jand that we shall maintain a
white .Australia.

The Minister for Lands: It iy easy to
bring men out and put them on to clearing
the 1and, hut the difliculties begin when they
gtart farming operations.

Mr. BARNARD: Quite so. If the
wpttlers po in for dairving they will have a
good market for tieir produce, Associated
with that industry is the pig-raising indus-
try. I am not afraid of that part of the
programme. We want to stop the large
sum of money that is going out of the State
every year in purchaging produce from out-
side. The South-West is an ideal country
for this particular elass of production.

The Minister for Lands: Members ropre-
senting the North-West say that their part
of the State is the ideal country.

Mr. BARNARD: Members seem to think
that the group settlements have heen estab-
lished in the wrong piace.

The Minister for Landz- No.

AMr. BARNARD: Some of them would
like to have them in their own distriets, If
the settlements had heen establisked in the
wheat helt, members representing that part
of the State would have been at the back
of them.

Mr. Thomson: That is not correct.
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Mr. Sampson: There is & good deal of
antagonism shown.

Mr. BARNARD: During the electionecer-
ing campaign one candidate, on behalf of
the Country Party, said that group settle-
ments would be a failure, that the couniry
was no good, and that it would take a settler
from 15 to 20 years to make a success of
his operations. That candidate was not re-
turned to Parliament. It is our duty to
assist the Government in their land develop-
ment poliey. I hope we shall not have as much
trouble to get the money as is anticipated,
and that when the agreement i8 known it will
be found to be better for us than the present
conditions.

The Minister for Lands: We have to get
seven million pounds in addition to that.
How are we going to do it¢

Mr. BARNARD: We may have to send
the Premier to England. I am satisfled
he would be able to make out a good
enough case to the British Government to
engure his getting the money. It ig as
much to the interests of that Government
as it is to ours that we should bring their
people to Western Australia. The Im-
perial Government want the unemployed
out of the country. They are spending
millions every year in doles and it is
better that the money represented by
those doles should be given to the West-
ern Australian Government so that it may
be spent in putting these people on the
Jand. A reference has heen made to a
Royal Commission to inquoire into the
group settlements, That will be merely
8 waste of money. T do not think any
good ean come out of it, although it may
clear the atmosphere a little and assiat
the Minister for Lands in earrytng out
his programme.

Mr. Sampson: Tt will cerlainly held up
the work,

Mr. BARNARD: I dc not think any
more good will come of it than has come
of other Royal Commissiona.

Mr. Wilaon: You did not say that dur-
ing the election campaign.

Mr. BARNARD: I did,

Mr. Wilson: You were in favour of the
Commission,

Mr. BARNARD: I was not, for I
thought it unnecessary. Labour candi-
dates, however, szid they were going to
insist upon it and Y suppose they will get
it. I am sure it will not do any harm,
but it will be a waste of time and money.
There is no dombt the group settlement
scheme will be a success, though I do not
say that every settler will become a sue-
cessfui farnmer. That is more than we
ean expect. Some of the settlers are not
cut out for the life, and will never do
any good at it. Others who are hard
workers and enthuosiastie will, I am sure,
make good. It is easy to piek out the
men who are industrious and promising.
They work during every spare moment
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they have in the clearing of their bloeks
around the homes, and they are assisted
by their wives and children. Others do
nothing around their homes and mnever
will do anything. I am thankful to aay
the latter are in the minority. In the
years to come we shall no doubt live to
be proud of our group settlements, and
to regord them in the same light as we
regard the wheat belt—the backbone of
Western Australia,

Mr. MILLINGTOX (Leederville) [4.55]:
Before applying myself to the question
before the House, I take this opportunity
of congratulating you, Sir, upon your
clection as Speaker. I believe from the
point of view of capaecity, knowledge, ox-
perience and temperament, you are well
fitted to control this Chamher. I would
have preferred that the Labour precedent
had been followed. Tn your case, of
course, there was no need for any adventi-
tious aid to enable you to wuphold the
dignity of the position. I will not, how-
ever, deal with this contentions question,
but bow to your decision in tha matter.
T alse eongratulate the Government upon
their nccupancy of the Treasury bench,
For the past eight years I have, as an
outsider, followed their work in the
House. Tt was a strenuous work, seeing
that they numbered 17 instead of 26, 1
helieve, however, the cxperience they
gained has well equipped them for the
position they now hold. It iz not, there-
fore, any formal congratulation that I ex-
tend to the Government. There are now
two branches of the Country Party in
this Chamber, I am very much interested
in the Country Party. I have mnot yet
ascertained what has led up to the divi-
sion in the ranks, but I may gdiscover it
later on. T have followed all that has
been printed concerning the various
reasons that have led np to the division
in the ranks, and the only way I can
aecount for it is that it is due to their
close amsociation with Sir James Mitchell,
who has made two Country Parties grow
where one grew before. I am prepared to
aceept the assuraneces so seriously put
forward by the Deputy Leader of the
Country Party, and also the Leader of
the other Country Party.

My, Lindsay: There is only one.

Mr. MILLINGTON: The other is re-
ferred to as a sprout from the old Country
Party.

Mr. George: It is a very vigoroua one.

Mr, MILLINGTON: The member for
York (Mr. Latham) gave his assuranee
that he would accord his support to the
present Governmeni. Knowing the mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. E. B.
Johnston) as I do, T am alse prepared to
accept hia assurance, and to take it seri-
ously. T have mno doubt it will be hon-
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ocured and that the Government will be
supported so long as such support i not
needed. 1 aleo congratulate Western
Australia upon having got rid of the
most inefficient and profligate Govern-
ment that ever controlled its destinies.
Having completed my series of congratu-
lations, I propose to refer to matters which
I consider of major importance, not only
those mentioned in the (overnmor's Speech,
but also others which I regard as vital to
Western  Australia.  First and foremost,
coming straight from the industrial fields,
I was much struck, during the discussion on
the Supply Bill, by the comie opera motion
muved by the Opposition Leader. I have
seen men fighting for & 44-hour week, and
they were men in deadly earnest; and T have
observed the atiitude of hon. members op-
posite who were putting up a fight for the
48-hour week. The sttitude of the men
fighting for 44 houra is entirely differsnt
from the desperate fashiom in which the 48.
hour charge was launched againet the pre-
sent Government. I do not propose to deal
with the merits of a 44-hour week, or any
other period of work., That matter I pre-
sume will be discussed later, when a meas-
ure in that conncetion iz being consilered
here. I.et me say that having seen the re-
spective manners of bandling the question or
the 44-hour week and that of the 48-hour
week, T am satisfied that the men fighting
for. the 44-hour week must eventually win
through. As I say, I will not discuss the
merits of the 44-hour week; but a matter 1
do propose to deal with is ome that has
been discussed in this Chamber and in an-
other place, and has alse received much pab-
lieity in the Press—the statement that the
Labour Government have usurped the right
of the Arbitration Court in altering hours
given under an existing award. Thera would
be some grounds for the charge were it not
for the history attaching to the present al-
teration by the Labour Government, As a
fact, the first interferemce of this kind by
a Government, and the flrst usurpation o:
the rights of the Arbitration Court, occurred
in the Federal arena. I know members are
aware of the cirenmstances, but sinee the
charge has been made it is just as well to
lead up from the commencement. As far
back as 1907 Mr. Justice Higgins conducted
an inquiry known as the Harvester ingmiry
and gave a decision known as the Tlarvester
judgment. TIn Septemher of the same year
be was appointed the first Judge of the
Federal Arbitration Court. He was not tae
appointee of a Labour Government, but of
an anti-Labour Government. As Judge ot
the Arbitration Court he (devoted his tnne,
and with soeme suceess, to a study of in-
dustrial conditions, and not only to the
question of the varvinge wazes throughont
the Commonwealth. Undoubtedly, a Federal
Arhitration Court judge has a tremendous
task in both respects. Tt is ag regards com-
ditions of work that we have the greatest
difficulty in impressing men who have mof

|ASSEMBLY.}

had actual, persoanl expericnce in iba in-
dustrial field. However, owing to the length
of time Mr. Justice Higgins was Iresident
of the Arbitration Court, and thanks to the
mass of evideoee that was submitted to him,
cxpert evidence by workers and their re-
presentatives as well as by employers and
their representatives, he beeame well ae-
quainted with the various working conditions
desired by the employees and also those de-
sired by the empioyers. He acted az Pre-
sident of the Arbitration Court for quite a
number of ycars—from about 1907 to about
1919, During his occupancy of the position
the engineers and also the timber workers
each had a case before the Federal Arbi-
tration Court. In each instance the workers
were asking for a 44-hour week. Mr. Justice
Higging was 80 impressed with the evidence
presented on this phase, that ne eaid 1nstead
of dealing with the question of hours, which
wag a big question, ir one case, he would
conduet a gencral inquiry into the subject
of working hours in normal industries
throunghout the Commonwealth. By that, ot
course, the Judge meant that the inquiry
would not be into the hours of such an in-
dustry as mining, in which special features
existed, but into the hours of ordinary,
average indusirics. Having made Lhis an-
nouneement, he fixed a date on which both
pided were to be heard. Of course the re-
gult of an inquiry eonducted in that way
could not apply to any given award, except
on application fn the Arbitration Court.
When Mr. Justice Higging made his an-
nouncement—this is where politieal inter-
fercnee took place—the then Federal Prime
Minister, Mr. Hughes, launched a vigorous
attack on the Judge through the columns
of the Press. The strictures of Mr. Hughes
were replied t: ly Mr. Juostice Biggine
straight from the Bench. Despite what was
tantamount to aa instruction from the then
Minister that Mr. Justice Higgins should not
conduet the inquiry inte hours, to the
judge’s eredit be it said that he did pro-
ceed with the inquiry. Then Mr. Hughes,
liaving regard to those to whom he looked
for support, continued the attark, and
eventually sought to nullify the actien of
Mr, Justice Higgins—who was entitled, and
indeed was by the existing law instrueted,
to fix hours as well as wages—hy the ap-
pointment of additional Arbitration Court
judges, The then Trime Minister intro-
dncell into the Federal Parliament a BRBill
providing for the appointnient of two ad-
ditional Arbitration Court jedpges; and the
measure also directed that hours of work
shoul? not he fixed except hy a full hench
of three judges. The additional judges
cventrally reversed the deeision of Mr. Jus-
tice Higwins; hut let me point out that his
inquiry was the most expert inquiry ever
held in any court in the world. Tt took
several weeks to hear the evidence showing
the number of hours worked in industries
throughont the world, and aleo evidence as
to the effect of the various hours. T prom-
ised that T would mot deal with the ques-
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tion of the merits of the 44-hour week
or the principle of the 44-hour week; and
1L merely instance these matters to show
that the Harvester inquiry was not a slip-
shod one, but most exhanstive; it was, in
fact, recognised as an inquiry which for
the time being, would settle the question
of hours throughout Australia. As a re-
sult of the inquiry Nr. Justice Higgins
deeided that 44 hours should be the maxi-
mum working week for normal indostries
throughout the Commonwealth. Just at
this time the three judges heard the case
a8 to hours again, and the deecision of Mr,
Justice Higgine wns reversed. The case
in gquestion was that of the engineers, and
at the same time as these men were given
an increase of four hours per week, from
44 to 48, by fthe three judges, they were
reduced by Mr. Justice Powers by amounts
of as much as 25s. per week in some cases.
The men got it both ways—an increase of
four hours per week, and a deerease of
wages amounting, in some instances, to as
much ag 25s. per week. The engineers in
Western Australia, realising that political
interference had been responsible for the
increase in hours—and, for that matter,
also for the reduetion in wages—went on
strike. 1 wag assocviated with those men
during the whole of the time they were ont.
To show how they viewed the business, lei
me say that they were prepared to stay oul
for six months, starving themselves and
submitting to all the other trials and trib-
ulations which fall upon the men during
such an gccurrence as a strike or lock-out.
That is the valpe those men set upon the
44-hour week. I ventvre to say that no
member sitting opposite, whataver advan-
tages he might consider attached to a 48.
hour week, would be prepared to go on
strike and do without his salary for aix
months in order to save the prineciple.

Mr. George: I don't think you are justi-
fied in saying that.

Mr. MILLTNGTON: I have not known
of any instance in which it has been done,

Mr. George: No.

Mr. MILLINGTON: For that reason 1
say those opposing the 44-hour week are
certainly mot as much in earnest as those
who believe in it.

Mr. George: Nobody suggests that we
should go on strike. Anyhow, what method
would you suggest?

Mr. MILLINGTOX: What 1 said was
that members opposite were not prepared
to make the same sacrifice in order to re-
inatate the 48-honr weck as those men made
in order to retain the 44-hour week,

Mr. George: It is only a wmatter of
opinion,

Mr. MILLINGTON: Well, that is my
opinion,

Mr. George: You are entitled to it.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Certainly I am.
Apain, as regardas the charge that the
present Government have nsurped the fune-
tions of the Arhitration Court, in Western
Australia we have had a like experience
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of the kind; and it is such experienvues that
bave shaken the faith of the workers in the
present arbitration system. It is on ae-
count of such occurremces that they have
turned their eyes and thoughts to the
political arena. They recognised that they
vould not get justice under the present
method of arbitration, either Federal or
state. In this Btate—though I understand
one has to be carefiul what ome says re-
garding a Supreme Court judge—it is a8
tact that dvring a railway strike just prior
to the last gencral election but one, Mr.
Deaper, then a member of the Mitehell
Ministry, oppesed the railwaymen and con-
ducted negotiations tor the Goverament
againgt the railwaymen. Indeed, Mr.
Draper wag one of the men who were re-
garded as a bar to the settlement of the
strike. In any case, he took an active part
in the matter on behalf of the Government.
Almost iinmediately after the strike, and
owing to his having been beaten in an elew-
tion, Mr. Draper was appointed to the
Supteme Court Beuch, and then to the
Arbitration Court. One would expect that
2 man appointed President of the Arbitra-
tion Court, baving regard to the fact that
there is a representative of the men on ona
side und a representative of the employers
en the other, would recognise that it was
very necessary that there should be not the
slightest appearance of political partisan-
ship. On that aspect of the question let
me inquire what would be said if the pres
ent Government appointed to the Arbitrs
tion Court a2 man who had been a recent
member of the Collier Cabinet In that
eagze 1 fancy a good deal would be aaid
abont partisanship. However, the fact ve-
mains that Mr. Justice Draper made it
abundantly clear that he favovred the 48-
hour werk., The engineers who were out on
strike applied for a compulsory conference,
and I went before Mr. Justice Draper as
one of the representatives of the men un
strike. One might have expected that the
employers’ representatives would have put
up the case for the employers, whatever
ease there was for a 48-hour week., But
during that compuisory conference the ilis-
covery was made that the president of the
Arbitration Court, the man supposed to ke
non-partisan, was the man to take up the
cudgels on hehalf of the 48-hour week. He
informed us that in his opinion there was
ne harm in a man such as a blacksmith
working 48 hours per week. In effect he
said that the work of such peeple did not
justify a 44-hour week. We pointed out
that in the 0ld Country the iron trades
were working 47 hours a week, Hiz Honour
stated that the same conditions did =nnt
apply and that in Awstrolin we could not
afford either a 44-hour week or a 47-honr
week, for the conditions here did not jns-
tify it. I presume that an Arbitration
Court should be ome in which the parties
concerned have mutnal confidence. ' I ask
hon. members if this sort of thing is likely
to inspire confidence on the part of the
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workers? However, an application in re-
spect of the Public Works Department
employees went before Mr, Justice Draper.
For the men, an exhaustive case was
put forward by the union representa-
tive, Mr. Barker, in favour of a 44-
hour week. The reply on behalf of the
Government wae admittedly very poorly
stated by the Government representative.
In spite of the overwhelming evidemce in
favour of the 44-hour week, the court
granted a week of 48 hours. As a result,
a scction of the men went on strike. There
was, of course, justifieation for the action
taken by those men., They considered their
case had been dealt with by a partisan
court, that they had not been given a fair
deal, and that the detision of the court was
not in accordance with the evidence. The
men were omployed in the Water Supply
Department and were mostly engaged on
the goldfields pipe line, As members of
the disputes committee of the Trades Hall,
whose duty it is to attempt to control
strikes and advise men when they are in
sueh a position, we advised them to go
back to work—not that they were not jus-
tified in taking drastie action, bul on ac-
count of the far-reaching effects that might
result from their action. We had in mind
particularly the people of the Fastern
Goldfields who wera served by the goldfields
water sapply, and also those living along
the track. We advised the men to go back
to work and I ean assure hon. members
it is nof an easy thing to give
such advice to men who have not much
time for politieal action. Workers to-day
have about as much time for political
action as they have for the present
arbitration system bere. MHowever, we
accepted the responsibility at the time
and told them that they should go back
to work. We also gave it out officially
that we considered they had a betler
chance of getting their 44-bour week
restored to them by means of politieal
action. We pointed out that the eleetions
werg to be held in a few montha’ time
and advised them that if Labour wera
returned in sufficient numbers.to conmtrol
the Treasury beneh, the 44-hour week
would be restored to the employeaes of the
Public Works Department. To those who
object to the action taken by the Gov-
ermment, I would say, in view of the
history of the case for the 44-hour week
that I have traversed, that the workers
had been filched of that concession by
meang of political infloence—in  the in-
stance of the TFederal Arbitration Court
it praetieally amounted to political inter-
ference with justice—and econfidenee in
gach circumstances will never be reatored
to our Siate court as at present consti-
tuted. After the experience we have had
in Weatern Australia, T presume that
never again will a political partisan be
appointed as president of the Arbitration
Court. I dn not wish to give offence to
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members gitting on the Opposition side
of the House, but tbis question is suffi-
ciently serious, in view of what might
have happened bad the men not accepted
our advice and returned to work, to serve
a4 an indication that the worker of to-day
must be given reasonable consideration.
The worker of to-doy has suflicient insight
into matters concerning him to lnow
when a point is being taken along these
linvs und to-day men ¢anmot be bluffed
and brow.beaten ag may have been pos-
gible in the past. I do mot think any
future Government will attempt to do
what the Jate Government did. The in-
competent manner in which they dealt
with the industrial position did mora to
bring about the defeat of the late Gov-
ernment than any speeches deolivered in
the Legialative (ouneil. The result of
this case was the loss of the confidence of
the workers in the State Arbitration
Court. We determined to undo the injury
that had been dowe to the workers by
adopting political action. Fortunately,
Labour was successful ai the recent elee-
tion and the 44-hour weck has been re-
stored to the workers. An eundeavour will
be made in the future, I beliave, to see
that industrial questions that erop up will
be dealt with by a court in which the
workers have confidence. I cannot help
noticing that there is a disposition
amongst the members of the Conntry
Party, as well as on the part of others, to
assume that the introduction of the 44-
hour week will invelve the State in muech
greater expense. I presume the agricul-
tural industry is in nearly as bad a con-
dition to-day as ever it was. It has
always been maintained that it was neces-
sary to work very long hours mm order
that the industry might be carried on. I
wonld remind Country Party members,
however, that the advance made in agri-
colture is not dwe to the long hours
worked. As a matter of fact, greater pro-
gress has been made by the application of
np-to-date methods than was ever achieved
by the old bullocking cfforts of the past.
I helieve the agrienltural industry will be
popularised and instead of men being
anxiouns to leave that industry, we will see
proper up-to-date methods attracting
people more and more to the life on the
farm, When T came to Western Australia
first T had a job to do ringbarking at
Grass Valley, which wag then on the edge
of the wheat belt. I remember seeing a
farmer in tbat distriet who was endea--
vouring to eke out a living for himself,
his wife and family of eight ehildren by
the aid of a two-furrow plough and twa
old crocks, He had to work all gorts of
hours in order to get a living., That was
the old idea of bow agriculture gshould be
carried on. I do not know what quantily
of wheat he would grow io a year under
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such conditions unnd with the appiication
of such ancient methods. Let us look at
the reverse side of the piciure. I have
an interest in a farm in the Korrelocxing
district.

Mr. C. P. Wanslrough: The hon. mem-
ber is not another St. George’s-terrace
farmer?

Mr. MILLINGTON: No. There was a
man in that district who was about 60
years of age and he considered that he
was past work. Owing to his sons going
to the war, he decided to put in the crop
and hia wife and he cultivated sufficient
land for that purpese. They had a gaod
team and hnd a fine up-to-date plant, As
showing u contrast with the old time
bullocking days of the single-furrow
plough, this man, iogether with his wife,
took off 2,000 bags of wheat from their
holding. That increased production was
not due to the application of bullocking
methods but to the application of up-te-
date knowledge and the use of good plant.

Mr. Latham: It is no good putting up
that tale to farmers!

Mr. MILLINGTON: That improvement
was due to those who were respoasible
for the improvement in agricultural plant.

Mr. Taylor: If you had made that speech
to the Primary Producers’' Conference, 1
wonder how yon would have got on with it

Mr. MILLINGTON: I believe the
farmers rvealise that thaf is the position
ta-day, and that instead of the demands
of the workers heing responsible for harnl-
ships, those difficulties are due to other
forces that are operating, The same ex:
ploilation that has offected the worker is
also responsible for the position in whicn
many farmers find themselves, Regard-
ing assistanee to industry and the adop-
tion of up-to-date metheds, T have had an
instance brought under my notice in the
mining districts. The Associated Gold
Mine, on which T was employed for some
time and, therefore, know the farts, had
reached u stage when it was imposgible,
owing to the low pgrade mre dealt with, to
make the operations pay. One of the
directors from the Old Country came out
and sacked the manager and appointed o
new man, who took over the management
on condition that he was allowed sufficient
money to epable him te remodel the
plant, The plant was remodelled at con-
siderable ecost, with the result that the
treatment charges were reduced from 303,
to 20s, a ton. The result, too, was
that that mine, which would have heen
closed down 15 or 16 yeara ago, is still in
operation and treating low grade ore
profitahly. When the new manager came to
the mine he did not decrease wages hut in-
ereased them. He also reorganised the
work so that men were given additional
responsibility cooeerning the work they
were undertaking, By the introduetion of
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up-to-date methods that mine was kept
alive and is still a pgeing concern, It 18
often said that Austrzlia cannot compete
with other parts of the world, The
mining industry furnishes preof that we
can o s».  The costs at Cripple ('reek in
America, where the conditions are akin tu
those operating at HKalgoorliv, are asimilar
to those on the Golden Mile, The reasen
for this, of course, is that there has been
& fixed price for the commudity and up-to-
date methods have been applied to the pro-
duction of gold. When machjnery breame
obselete, it was serapped and new muaclinery
installed. The result has been fhat with the
one price ruling for the commodity we have,
with white labour aud reasonable rates of
pay, been able to compete with other eoun-
tries of the world, I do not kmow of any
other braneh of industry where our methods
are sufficiently modern to enable us to com-
pete, but here ia an instance that goes to
show that when we are pul to it we can
compete with other countries. The Aus-
tralinn worker is equal to or better than any
other worker in the world., Therefore we
have to look in another direction to find the
solution of the difficulty. When those people
in control of industry shall have solved the
problem of directing the best workmen in
the world, we shall have solved the great
problem of competing with other countries,
I shall have an opportunity to deal with
this phase of the question later on, but 1
remind members that we have to look for a
hetterment of conditions not in the dircetion
of cutting down wages and increasing hours,
but rather to the introdnrtion of more mod-
ern methods by those who control industry.
There are a few matters that affect my eon-
stiteency. T shall have a good deal in com-
mon with my friends of the Country Party,
because in addition to representing a big
industrial and business section of the com-
munity--the enrolment for Leederville totals
nearly 10,000-—my district inelades Oshorne
Park, which is the garden of Perth. Tn one
street not more than a mile long over £60,000
worth of produce ia grown each year., It is
a wonderfully prolific district and could be
made atill more prodoetive. When the
primary producers arc stating their case,
therafore, T shall be ahle to claim to repre-
sent a not unimportant section of prodnecers.
There is no doubt ahout the wenlth of the
Oshorne Park swamp lands, and T am not
sure that we have not gomne too far from
Perth in search of land for closer settle-
ment and overlooked suitahle land elose at
hand.

Mr. Latham: You may get an invitation
to attend the conference to-mnrrow.

Mr. MILLINGTOXN: The Lahour Paorty
are anxious to foster primary productiom,
ivst as mueh as are those members who style
themselves the representatives of primary
industry. Osborne Park is nnt served by
railway, and its main difficulty is that of
roads. Since my election we have had depa-
tations to the Minister for Works. When-



306

ever any member puts up a fight for better
roads he can depend upon my lending a
hand. Goods can be brought to the city
from Albany almost as cheaply as they can
be carted over the 12 miles of had road
from Osborne Park., It costs 12s. per ton
to bring produce from the outer circle of
Osborne Park to the Perth markets, and
that is due to the bad condition of the roads.
1 hope that state of affairs will soon be
altered. I understand the last Federal
grant wam so hedged in with restrietions
that memberg for country distriets have
experienced great diffieulty in getting any
benefit from it, [t appears to he something
that is dangled before our eyes.

Mr. George: Like the carrots before the
donkey,

Mr. MILLINGTOX: I hope the Govern-
ment will be able to overcome the difficulty.
Unfortnnately the road hboard controlling
the Oshorne Park district is kvown as the
Perth Road Board. T think the name should
be altered, hecause it implies a Perth dis-
trict, whereas it is really a country distriet,
with interests that pertain just as mueh to
the country as if it were situated 300 or 400
miles from the capital,

Mr. George: It is a very good road board.

Mr., MILLINGTON: The distriet should
have the advantage of some of the money
made available under the alleged Fed-
eral grant, and I shall certainly claim
a fair proportion of it. Last year, I
understand, an amount was put on the
schedule for the Wanneroo-road. This
i5 a4 main road; it is the road to
Wyndham.  Surely a road that starts in
Perth and ends at Wyndham should be
designated a main road. Baleatta-road that
leads to North Beach should also find a
place in the schedule. T am pgoing to do
my beat to get them hoth elassed as main
roads so that we shall get some henefit from
the Federal grant. The residents of Oshorne
Park have to pay taxea for the upkeep of
their roads, but those roads are used largelv
by tourists, and the population is not snff-
cient to maintain high-class roads to carry
the heavy traflic that goes over them, there-
fore the distriet is entitled to consideration.
I hope members of the Opposition will assist
me when T am pntting np a fizht for my
district.

Mr. George: T do not think there is any
opposition as regards the Commonwealth
road grant.

Mr, MILLINGTOX: Then we shall have
to put our heads together and see whether
the Federal Government will nof loosen their
hold on the money. At present 8o many re-
strictiona gre imposed that I am afraid we
shell never met the money.

Mr. George: ‘There are any number of
restrictions that are silly and childish.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Money was avail-
able last vear and yvou made no use of it.

Mr. George: 1 made use of all I could
get.
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Mr. MILLINGTON; Osborne Park pro-
duces 90 per cent. of the milk supply of
Perth and a quantity of market garden pro-
duce. Outside the question of roads I have
a few eomplaints. The main question af-
fecting Leederville is that of water supply.
I do uot know how we shall get on next
summer, Last summer the shortage was a
real nightmare to residents of North Perth,
Leederville, and particularly Mt. Hawthorn.
My constituents, unlike those of the member
for West Perth, have many wants and are
not backward in expressing them, and they
wil] not Dbe satisfied unless an earnest at-
tempt is made to give them a hetter water
supply than they had last vear, Bipger
piped are needed and scme pumping may be
necessary to supply the higher levela. In-
stead of leaving this matter till November
or December we have approached the Min-
ister early in the season. This question, o1
eourge, affects the whole of the metropolitan
area, aml it was with satisfaction that |
noted the steps being taken to increase the
supply. The bore water is positively unszatis-
factory. It would be right enough for a
makeshift, but a city such as Perth that is
prepared to pay for a water supply is en-
titled to it. The Government have taken
upen themselves the function of supplying
water—no one else ¢can supply it—and natur-
ally the people look to them to fulfil their
obligations. 1 know of no more vital question
to a community than that of an adequate sup-
ply of good water, and there is no reason why
it should not be provided. In the past some-
one apparently has fallen behind with the
work, and efforts must now he mads to over-
tnke the arrears. In a city like Perth, de-
veloping as it in, there should be ne slowing
down in the matter of water supplies and
similar utilities. The department should be
continually on the alert to keep the water
works up to date. Nature has done her
part; the fanlt lieas with us.

Mr. North: Tt is a State enterprise, i3 it
not ?

My, MILLINGTON: I do mpot say that
the water supply shonld necessarily be in the
hands of the Government, but I do say tho
such necessary utilities should be publicly
owned and publicly centrolled. Some péo-
ple seem to think we are wedded to bringing
everything under the control of the State.
That is not the policy of Labour. Qur policy
is that public utilities shall be publicly
owned and publicly coutrolled. The same
argument applies to the tramways. They
need not necessarilv be controlled by the
Governmept, but they should be publicly
owned. T helieve it wounld bave been better
had the water supply been vested in the
people of Perth and controlled by a board
responsible directly to the people, inmstend
of being controtled by a Minister who may
represent Murray-Wellingtoen or zome other
outlandish place, and who is not so com-
rerned abont if as are the people of Perth.
Had the Perth people heen managing the
water supply they would never have allowerd
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it to get into the state we find it in to-day.
There is sowething to be said with regard
to the traimway system as well. The ques-
tion of local transport should be centrolled
by the local bodies. If this means of
transit is in the hands of the people them-
selves, instead of being tmanaged by the
State, better satisfaction will be given.
Loesl cvontrol is better than State control at
all times in respect of utilities of this deserip-
tion. The peaple living in the outskirts ot
the metropolis have experienced diffieulty
in the way of getting the extensions they
desire.  We in Leederville are amongst
those who consider that they have been over-
looked. I do not know how it happened that
the Cambridge-street line wns misged. I.
may be that there were more active adve-
cates in other districts. Neither can I un-
derstand how it came about that certain
new lines were constructed. I would like
someone to solve the mystery of the tram-
way extension to Claremont. So far as 1
can remember there was never any demand
for that particular extension, yet in some
mysterious way it was built, and now tha
jt is completed, very few people appear to
use it.

Mr. Corboy: Tt did not even keep Jock
Thomson in Parliament.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Leederville is a
thickly populated district, and if the ques-
tion of extensions had been left to a com-
mittee of experts, I am satisfied they would
have advised that the extension shomld have
been carried out to that suburb, certainly
in prefercnce to Claremont, The reason given
by the Minister for Railways for mot earry-
ing out any further extensions, for a time
at least, is unanswerable. He realises that
with the advance of the times motor trans-
port is becoming a serious competitor. |
recogmise the Minister is perfectly justified
in saying there shall be no more extensions
until we have some form of control
gver motor traffic. But while he is
right in taking that stand, I do not con-
pider that motor servicea will ever be re-
garded as 2 sobstitute for tramway
transit. When experts go into the ques-
tion of constructing roads switable for
motor traffie, they will realise that it will
be cheaper to put down tramway tracks.
T know of course that tramwavs and
motora ecannot he run in competition.
Moreover, the city of Perth is not big
enonph for that vet, and it will mean that
the (Qovernment will have to assume con-
trol of motor transport so that the sub-
urban traffic may he regulated. It is all
very well to say that we should permit
private enterprise to have a free rum in
this respeet. Tf private enterprise is pre-
pared to huild roads switable for motor
traffie, we shall then very quickly learn
whether they can compete with the tram-
ways. What happers now is that motor
busee run alongside the tram track; they
are wnot rconcerred about giving an
adequate serviern. They merely run at
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those liours of the day when they can be
assured of getting full loads. In this way,
toe a cortain extent, they rob the tram-
ways of some traflic, but during the hours
when business is quiet, if one degires to
20 to the outskirts, it is necessary to take
u# tram. Therefore, it scems that som:
body must assume control in order to en-
sure that the public of the metropolitan
area will get a continuous and adequate -
service to the various suburbs, Thig can
only be donme by the Government taking
charge. Regarding fares, it may be said
that motor vehicles can successtully com-
pete with the trams. Of course they can.
If we are foolish enough to construet
good roads alongside a tram track, and
allow motor buses to have unrestricted
use of those good roads, then of course
they can successfully compate against the
trams, and more than that, they will eventu-
ally run the trams off the track,

Mr. Thomson: They are deing that in:
the Eastern Statea.

Mr., MILLINGTON: They will do that
anywhere. Take the motor traffic on the
Perth-Fremantle-road at the present time.
We built that thoroughfare at a cost of
something like £20,000, and if we permit
the heavy motor traffic to continue there,
the railways may just as well go out of
business, wnless we devise means for
making adequate charges for the use of
that road hy beavy motors. So far
nothing of that kind has been done. Inm
country distriets already motor services
ar¢ being ingtituted in various directions.
If we build roads and allow motor
vehicles to have unrestricted use of them,
it will mean that the railways will not
pav, and the Commissioner of Railways,
being a business man, will have to 1a-
+reage the rates. We must, at all hazards,
control the traffic which is competing un-
fairly, Regarding the tramway service
in the metropolitan area, T do not agree
with the policy as announced by the Min-
ister for Railways, and I am still going
to do my utmost to ses that where exten-
sinns are justified, they will be built.

Mr. Thomson: There is no reason why
vou should not encourage motor traffie.

Mr. MILLINGTOX: People who live in
thickly populated areas are entitled to
facilities of transport and these can he
given only by the Government. I intend
to do my utmeost to see that necessary ex-
tensions are carried ont, and at the same
time will urge that proper control be ex-
erciged over motor trafic. T am con-
vinced, however, that the hetter proposi-
tion of the two is t¢ extend existing
tramway lines. Fnr the time being I
shall leave it at that. T wish to refer to
a remark made by tbe member for West
Perth (Mr. Davy) when dealing with the
debatable guestion of the functions of
government. He said that the Govern-
ment were trading in directions that were
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the province of private enterprise, In
another place Mr., Lovekin sought to
arbitrarily determine what were the fune-
tions of goverament.

Mr, Davy: I accepted the definition
given by the member for Guildford (Hon.
W. D, Johnson). '

Mr. MILLINGTON: My view is that
the functions of govermment can be ex-
tended to inelude anything ihat the
people themselves desire, and anyone can
arbitrarily say, ‘‘This is the function of
government and this is not.’' So far as
our party are concerned we have no hide-
bound view regarding the limitations of
government.

Mr, Latham: They are very wide now.

Mr. MILLINGTON: And they should
be wide. We must remember that the
matters in respect of which people wish
to combhine, have extended. There are
many thiugs that we need to do for our-
selves and there are many things regard-
ing which we wish to be protected, many
things that did not exist years ago. The
idea regarding th: functions of govern-
ment is to conform to modern conditions,
and it seems to me that with the advent
of big controlling forces outside, there is
the necessity to assume greater control.
Agr time goes on it means that tbe people
will have to exereige the powers conferred
upon them if they wish to protect them:
selves from the various interests that are
working against them. Bearing in mind
the power axercised by private enterprise,
by joint stock companies, and by com-
bines, sc shall we havo to increase in a
like ratio the powers that are necemsary
for gond government., 1 thank members
for the patient hearing they have ex-
tended to me on this the first occaston on
which T have spoken in this House. T
trost that the result of our labours will
be of henefit to the State, TFirat and fore-
most T represent the people who elected
me; next T represent Western Australia
as a whole, bmt I hope that my vision will
not be so restricted as to be econfined
solely to Leederville, but that I shall he
able also to give attention to matters
affecting other constituencies.

Mr. George: That is what you are here
for.

AMr. MILLINGTON: Yes, but I am not
going to Le hvpoceritical enough 1o say
that T represent the State first. If wa all
represent  our respective constituencies
well, the State itrelf will be well repre-
sented.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray - Wellington)
[6.01: I have already extended my con-
gratulations to you, Sir, on your elevation
to the Chair. I should now like to empha-
sise them and say T am glad to see you
wearing  the insignia—parnphernaliz some
wonld say—of office, which to my mind adds
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dignity to the Chair. The Address-in-reply
debate this year is the most interesting I
have heard for long past. There has been
an aceession of new memhers, whom I wish
to conyratulate on the moderation in which
they have clothed their views. I think it
will be found tbat the House has gained
by the coming of these new members.
Naturally T feel that the new members on
our wide are showing rather hetter form
than those on the Government side. How-
vver, [ do think that those on the MMin-
isterial side have displayed breadih of view,
and that with some experience they should
be of considerable value to the House. I
find that my old seat in Opposition, which
L am ngain oceupying, is not at all uncom-
fortable. It brings back memories of 2
time when [ was able to take a more active
part in the debates than when [ was a mem-
ber of the Government. Although this eide
is temporarily under # cloud, that need not
cither daunt our tourape or interfere with
our aspirations. Nor are we likely to be
vnfair in onr criticiam of the actions of the
Government, provided we regard those ae-
tions as heneficial to the whole of the State,
not werely to one section of the people.
Western Australia is a big country with a
great future, It expeets of every member
the best he can give to its development.
Whenever we are satisfied that the Govern-
ment's programme s in the interest, not of
i class, bot of the whole of the people, we
shall do nothing to interfere with the carry-
ing ont of that programme. Of course there
will be some firing across the House; that
is inevitable amongst members having vigour
of mind. Although we may differ a little,
it is all right so long as we keep elearly in
view the interests of Western Australia.
Let me tell hon. memhers that the South-
West is not the ont of the way place it
may have appeared to some people 40
years agn. To-day it is an important
part of the State, so important that the
Government made use of speeial propa-
ganda during the late clertions. Tadeed, I
have it on the authority of the ¢ Worker'’
wewspaper that even now Labour represen-
tativew are actively engaged in acquainting
themselves with the South-West. T have no
ahjection to that. Pervonally I should like
to see them all go down there and meet the
people, T am not afraid of their influene-
ing public opinion at the next electiops. Tf
those Tabour representatives would gn down
there and bring to bear on the atudy of the
Sonth-West the earnestness they apply to
their investigation of indnstrinl questions,
they would be doing the Sonth-West and
Western Australiz generally a great serviece.
The action of Sir James Mitchell in mov-
ing an amendment te the Supply Bill has
been criticised. The moving of that amend-
ment was not done with any idea of tying
the hands of the Government or hindering
them in any wav. It was merely that ad-
vantage was taken of a speeific oncasion
for putting forward views regarding the #4-
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hour week. I make beld to say that the
moving of the motion by the Leader of the
Opposition, together with some of my own
remarks, tended to shorten the discussion
of that question duting the Addtess-in-reply
debate. T do not propose to say anything
more aboot it at this juncture. ‘The Gov-
etnnent propose to bring down a TFair
fents Bill. 1 shall certainly regard that
BN with great interest. If it has in it the
&lements of fairness all round, both to the
tenants and to the landlords, it may result
in some good. I have had experience of
hounsehold property, and I can say I do not
know any landlorda nwho at present are mak-
ing anything like an ordinary rate of in-
terest on theit momey.

Mr, Panton: Then you do not know many.

AMr. GEORGE: I should like to show the
hon., memher what I am getting out of
bousehold property. Then there is the ques-
tion of vnemployment. 1t is uniertunate
that in the winter season usevally there is &
crowding into the eity from all parts of
the country. Down the South-West, partly
Yeeanse of the heavy winter rainfall, quite
an exodos takes place. Tf those peojle ean
find work in the ciky, with perhaps a litile
more comfort than they would get in the
bush, and a fair rate of pay, they are
eager to accept it. Bul therc should be no
unemployment in Western Australia, where
we bave any amount of work awaiting at-
tention. Unfortunately many who require
men to work for them have not been tao well
endowed with this world’s goods, and so
cannot always find the money with which to
pav employees. Again, whenever there is
indnstrinl vnrest, people who have money do
not eare to embark it in any but the safest
unilertaking, Then, of course, there is the
ineidence of income taxation, State and
Federnl. To me the Federal tax is not only
an nhortion of a thing, hat almost a erime,
certainly an extortion, T ¥know instanees
of industry restricted to a minimam, be-
couse the two income taxés are absorbing
most of what should be returned to the

employer. Speaking of State enterprises,
one menher said he favoured a State
flour  wmill. the Government had
entered the business of flour milling

£ might now have been said to have

gomething to do with the high ptice of
bread. 'That high price of bread to-day

= quite wnfair, TP thete is any ome thing
that shonld be sold at a reasonable prte,
it is bread. ¥ do not kmow why the price
thw tisen. 'Tre favwer does not Seem to be
mtivFed with what he is getting from his
whent, the miller 8 dissatisfied with the
price 0f flonr, and the baker gnys he catmot
make a Yiving. 'There is something wrong,
and we dhonld ¥mow what &t is. Certainly
the tsple food of the fprople should not be
erploited as, T &m afreid, is Being done to-
day.

Mr. Lindsay:

Why 40 you wmake thal
statement?
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Mr. GEORGE : Because I believe it.
Bread at 5%d. per loaf is a crying shame
in @ country producing enmormous (uantities
of wheat. The first thing we have to do is
to feed our population.

Mr. Lindsay: Whe is te pay for it!

Mr. GEQRGE: Xeference has been made
to a flouting dock for Fremantle, I should
have been plessed if we had been nble to
provide it betore this, but the view held by
the ex-Treasurer was that we conld not enter-
tuin it. A floating dock at Fremantle would
serve to ronder the port popular, In my
view tiie Commonwealth shonld pay their
share of the cost. They rook this State quite
encugh in taking money oui of it, and it
would Ve little enough if they were to asist
us in the provisien of a dock,

Mr. Sleetvon: We are Agreed upon that.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

My, GEORGE: Before tea I was refets
ring to the Hoating dock at Fremantle,
{ thought it & good opportumity to draw
attention to a few remarks made by the
menther for Katanning (Me. Thomson) {#
the course of the apeech regarding the Com.
monwealth dredge that had been working
at Albany. That dredge was hired from
the Commonwealth at a rental of £900 a
month. Tt was a matier for serious consid-
eration as to how long we should keep it
sveing that, in addition to the rental, the
Commonwealth had laid down several irk-
some conditions. The Albany harbour was
dredped %o a depth that the people re.
quired. Then money became tight, and we
had no more to spend. Since that time
there have beem megolintions with the Comn.
monwealth Governmeat, and arranegements
were mnde hy the Mitc’he]l Government for
the purchase of the dredge for £45.000 or
£50.000. This was & good deal for the
State. Members who tilt at the late Gov-
crnment hecause of the dredging operations
at Albany have very little basis l?or com-
plaint.

Mr. Thomson: The only objection T had
wag that Albauy harbour - was dredced to
33 feet and Fremantle $o 38 feet, T
thought it was eeonomical, while the dredge
was there, that the depth shovld be in-
creased to 36 feet,

Ar. GEORGE: The hon. member knowa
that the trade of the Albany harbour ia
practically finished, or at any rate much
reduced,

Mr, Thomsont Oh mo,

Mr. GIRORGE: No one wants to decry
the Albany harboutr ot 10 prevent ecvery-
thing being dome for it that cam he
done, When, however, cash is shott al]
the facts have to be gome into. The
local peonle and the Chamber of (om-
merce were satisfied with a depih of 33 feet,
and T mav he pardoned for sngaesting to
the hon. member that those who had to dezl
with the mniter prohably know more abount
it than he does. '
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AMr. Thomson: Seeing that it is the port
for my district, I am justified in dealing
with it. [t affects my district very much.

Mr. GEORGE: It would be silly to
dredge there to a depth of 36 feet, and
the people of Albany know it. Thasc who
are responsible for the State’s money have
to go carefully before they spend it. In
bis quict, geninl, and courteous way, the
Minister for Works says that when 1 left
oflice there was no more money for him to
gpend. 1 admit I spent all I could get
hold of. My only regret was that T could
not pot any more. Joking apart, I say it
would te foolish for any Minister in charge
of the department, finding that he had so
much eash lett after three parts of the
vear had gone, not lo apend what he had.
The ex-Treasurer onee told me that if I had
a millien of money [ would spend it. 1
replied that if T had 100 million, and couMd
spend it to the advantage of Western Aus.
tralin, T would spend it.

The Minister for Works: I had not been
there many days before yon eame and asked
for money.

AMr. GEORGE: I shall be doing so agmn.
That is the heauty of the situation. As a
private member I can go to Ministers, when
they- will allow me to see them, and ask
them for anything that my judgment and
knowledge will permit of my asking.

The Minister for Works: Notwithstand-
ing that you had previously spent it all?

Mr. GEORGE: Yes. There is very little
for me to grumble at in the Governor’s
Speeeh, but T would draw attention to the
paragraph dealing with the metropolitian
water supply. The Speech says—

Approval having been given forthe con-
struction of the Churchman’s Brook sec-
tion of the hills water supply echeme at
an estimated cost of £477,000, a commence-
ment has been made with the reservoir.

The preliminary works are practically

completed and a considerable proportion

of the plant has ben delivered. A eon-
tract has been let to Messrs. Mephan

Ferpuson Proprietary, Ltd., for the sup-

ply of locking-bar pipes for the line

from Churchman’s Brook and Canning

River to Mount Eliza.

All this was done before the Mitehell Gov-
ernment left office. I let the contract to
the Mephan Ferguson Proprietary Limited,
and authorised the purchase of the plant.
I alse brought about the start of the con-
struction of the Churchman’s Brook section.
As sgon as the Treasury gave me the
money, we set to work,

Hon. F. Cunningham: Your estimate was
£40,000.

Mr. GEORGE: I have no desire to take
any of the eredit to which the present Gov-
ernment may be entitled, but it is a littla
‘‘gver the femee’' to put it in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech that all these things were
done after the advent of the Labour Gov-
ernment.
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The Minister for Works: The less you say
about the metropolitan water supply, the
better for yourself.

Mr, GEORGE: I will have a good deal
to say about it. According to the **Wost
Australian,”’ tbe Minister for Works made
the important discovery that some 50 of
the women employees of his department
hadl no pluce where they could sit down
comjortably and have their ten. [ wonld
inform him that a waiting room was ar-
rauged ior in January last, before the Min-
ister thought of assuming office. 'The mat-
ter was brought under my notice by the
Aeting Under Seeretary, Mr, Lowe. 1 found
ihe money, and the job was practically fin-
ixhed when 1 went out of office. T am sure
the {iovernment will do sufficient to deserve
the approbation of the public and of this
House without depriving their predecessors
of their little ¢we lamb in the shape of a
eomfortable place for the ladies to sit down
in.

Mr. Panton: Was it a comforiable room
when yon left office?

Mr. GEORGE: Yes, but it can be im-
proved, nlthough it was comfortable enough
then. The Government might, at all events,
let me have a little credit for a thoughtful
uction in this particular matter. The third
paragraph of the Bpeech deals with the
immigration policy and land  settlement.
This could have been better framed if it
had been put forward by the Aitehell Gov-
ernment. The rermarks concerning finance
are really what any bnsiness man would
make. The other matters coneerning min-
ing, wheat, Qairying, timher, eotton, ete.,
are mereiy statements of faet. Various
railways in couwrse of ceonstruction are re-
ferred to, and all of thege were started by
the late Government. The Speech says that
anthority  will be sanght for the
construetion of a railway from Salmon
Gum to Norseman. There will be found on
the files recommendations from me during
the last four or five years for that work to
be dome. When we began the Esperanpcs
railway I stated that my opinion was a
railway should have been started and car-
ried on from Norseman, and that, in the
interests of ecomomy, it was ridiculouns to
start at Esperance. That was all the ao-
thority we had, however, and we had to
atart there. What was to become of a rail-
way hung np about 60 miles from Esper-
anee, with verv little traffie for the first 30
miles from Eaperance to feed it, it was
hard to say, and it seemed rather silly to
start it there. We were not able to get
what we wanted and there the matter rests.
If the Minister for Works wishes to bunild
that railway, and he has the money to
bark him up, he can rely on me to support
it, thoueh T may offer a little friendly criti-
eism. Concerning the breakwater at Gerald-
ton, the Minigter for Railwavs knows my
opinion a»d I need say very little about it.
Certain Bills are eoming forward, amonest
them one to deal with State insuranee, which
js a debatnble matter. The main roads ques-
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tion is not a debatable question, except in re-
gard to details. The main roads of the
State should be brought under some system
by which they ean be taken out of the con-
trol and purview of road boards, The in-
come that the road boards collect on their
ratings is not sufficient to enable them to
deal with subsidiary roads, let alome main
roads. The traffic in the coumtry is very
much greater than it used to be. A few
yoars ago it was comparatively small, but
the advent of motoras has indueced numbers
of people to travel abont the country, which
means a good deal by way of advertisement
for the Btate, and our main roads lhave
becoine of the greatest importance. It had
been a purpose of mine to bring in a Bill
to deal with the subject. I went some way
towards getting the data together and T
knew how I wanted to frame the measure,
but I was unable to persuade the Premier
that the time was opportune for it. If the
Minister for Works brings forward a Bill
to cover the subject, I will give him every
assistance to pass s measure that will b«
equitable. With regard to the Scaffolding
Bill, I take it the intention is to revive the
Bill that we passed through the House last
session. T will endeavour o assist the Min-
ister in regard te it. I know from practi-
cal experience how important it is that these
things should not be left to chance. A
Drainage Bill has been hung up from Govw-
ernment to Government for many years. No
doubt the AMinister for Works has seen the
fite, which is about a foot thick, dealing
with the question. I was unable to get
through with that matter. The drainage
question is one of the greatest importance,
Between Fremantle and Bunburv there are
hundreds of thousands of acres of land of
the finest qualitv, proved in every respeect,
but it cannot be utilised becauvse of the
huge volumes of water that make their ap-
pearance in the winter and cannot drain
awayv. One of the things the department
of which T used to be chief had to do with,
one of the things T started, was to have
surveys made, so far as funds for that pur-
rose could be obtained, in order to deal
with this big question of drainage. Theré
have been many attempts at draining parta
of the South-West. The objective of the
engineers was to get the water to the sea;
but the funds at their disposal would only
allow them to give temporary relief here
there, and everywhere. The result was that
the water was removed from the lands of A
and of B, and taken to O’s land; and then
more money had to be spent in order to
take it on to D’s land, If funds will per
mit, T kope a big effort will be made. What
is needed is a comprehensive scheme f£rom
Fremantle right through to Bunbury. It
would cost a million, or perhaps two
millions, but there is no reason why 2
plan chould not be laid dnwn to be gone uvn
with as funda allow, being so arrang2d that
as one piece of work is taker in hand it will
be completed witkout causing interference
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with the rest of the scheme. The Minister
for Works will find in his office good infor-
mation regarding that particular matter,
and I wish him every success in any effort
he makes. There has been a good deal of
talk about the Lake Clifton railway, but
that railway will serve tens of thousands ot
acres of land capable of settiing a large
number of our people. From Lake Clifton
onwards to Bunbury there are thousands
upen thousands of acres that are well worth
looking after. I hope and believe that
it is only a question of time when we shall
be able to prove to those in power, whoever
they may be, that it is at least portion of
their duty to look after that district, which
the member for Bunbury (Mr. Withers)
and 1 know to be good. The Governor’s
Speech foreshadows amendments of various
Acts. Those matters ean be deslt with as
they eome forward, and I know this side of
the House will receive the Bills eritically but
with a desire to help them along if they
are found to be necessary. If, on the other
hand, they are found to be things which
we cannot approve of, as applying to one
section of the community and not to the
whole community, we sghall exercise the
function of an Opposition in respect of
such Bills. I notice the Premier and
several members on the Government side
are favourahle to handing over various
public utilities to municipalities. T have
already said, by way of interjection, that
I believe the smaller local bodies would
under such conditions be swallowed up
by the bhigger. There was mo one more
opposed than the present Minister for
Lands, when he was Minister for Worka,
to the idea of handing over such wvtilities
until it was shown that there would be
proper representation fer the smaller local
bodies. T gathered from. those smaller
hodies that they feared they would be
gwallowed up by the octopus of Perth. That
wns said to me during the mayoralty of
Sir William Lathlain, and the {feeling
exists to-dav, just as it has existed for
years, If the Premier cnn bring forward
a scheme by whieh he will be able to hand
over metropolitan water supply and drain-
age and sewerage to local bodies, he will
ba simply earrving out the desire of all
previons Governments to take from the
shoulderg of individual Ministers burdens
which weigh them down. If the Premier
can reconcile the differences betweea the
various local authorities, or get a board
to carry on the work of warter supply,
sewerage, and drainage, more power to
him ! I shall accord him all eredit and
nothing of envy if he succeeds in carry-
ing out that which I should have been
only too glad to do had I been grented
the opportunity. Regarding metropolitan
water supply some words were uttered to-
night by the member for Leederville (Mr,
Millington)., However, I do not propose
to take that in detail. As regards water
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supply, it was not a matter of unwiiling-
ness on the part of either the Mitchell
Government as & whole or of any indivi-
dual member of it; certainly not on the
part of myself, because I huilt the Perth
waterworks in 1800 and 1801, and there-
fore have been associated with the scheme
from its inception. The simple fact
was that the DPremier and Treagurer
had not the money and tiherefore conid
not give it to me. There are lotters of
mine on the file dated as far back as
1920, asking for tho necessary money and
stating exactly the position in which
water supply for Perth stood. The ques-
tion of water supply is not one merely of
recent years. There was an inquiry into
the subject during the regime of the
second Labour Government, which took
office in 1911. Tbe whole question bas
been gone into time after time. It was
just as impossible to solve the guestion
during my term as it bad been during the
terms of previous Ministers, Whenever I
could get the money, I enlarged the mains.
Tf 1 could get funds for even three or four
chains of 3 or 4in. to replace 1%}in. pipes,
T put them in, Until the reticulation service
can be brought up to date, which will re-
quire mueh money, irrespective of reservoirs,
everyone will not be able to get all the
water he thinks he is entitled to or de-
sires. An hon. member remarked that I
wag opposed to people watering their
gardens—the silliest thing I ever heard
in my life. One who has spent so much
money on a garden as I have at Clare-
mont could not possibly hold such views.
But I say now, and I am prepared to tell
it to a public meeting at North Perth,
tbat a condition of the original sehemo
of a water supply for Perth was that there
should be a gufficient supply of potable
water for domestic purposes. After that,
any water remaining could be sold. When
the people of a large city Wike Perth are
in the throes of a water famine, any
person who uses water to sprinkle a
garden is robbing his fellow citizens of a
prime necessity of life. The domestic
water supply for man and woman and
cbild must come first. Such water rawst
not be used for a garden. People who
would wuse water for their gardens,
knowing that it is water required by
other people for domestic purposes—
well, the sooner they get out of West-
ern  Australia the better. We ail have
to bear eriticism, and upon the fall
of a Ministry the cry is, ‘‘The king i
dead; long live the king!’’' When mem-
bera opposite get to my old age they will
know what it meams to enter the coid
shades of Opposition. Whereas people are
apt to say—they did not say it to mae
very much—te a man who is in office,
‘“What a wonderful man you are,’’ once
he gets out of office the same people be-
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come like sunflowers and turn te the
riging suu, No one knows that better
than the present Premier.

The Premier: T have been on both sides
of the Chamber.

Mr. GEORGE: When people have
squeezed a Government like an orange,
they turn that Government out of office
as soon as another orange makes its
appearance, from which they hope and ex-
peet to 3queeze funds that the pravious
Government had to refuse.

The Premier: Defeated Ministers are
Jilke disearded lovers.

My, GEORGE : As Ministers out of
power, though we have not lost our in-
dividual strength, we are becoming
acquainted with eandid friends. Those
caudid friends are nut confined to this
Chambher, or te any particular section of
the Press. T should like those gentlemen
who are playing with cogged dice to-day
to be with me in a land where one could
deal with them on proper lines. One
gentleman has been engaged in varlous
public concerns of one kind and another
for years, and has made a holy mess of
the blessed lot. I must speak guardedly,
for I am sware that you, Sir, xnow the
Rules of this House even better tham I
do. Without lifting the veil, I would eay
that inordinate vanity causes something
besidez a swellod head, Inordinate vanity
has been the distingunishing feature of
the gentleman in question all through the
yearas that have passed. Another gentle-
man 1muet have a very upeasy conscience,
in view of the years that he has been
mixing up in public afairs. The columns
of the Press must have left him with a
cons¢ience tbat nothing but an open com-
fession anmd a rogue elephant eoculd
possibly take any joy in. Tf those two
gentlemen read my present remarks, 1
shonld be quite prepared, if desired, to
rapeat those remarks to their faces out-
side this Chamber and take the conse-
quences, When we were Ministers, we
got a lot of adulation from one of the big
newspapers of thia State, anrd a less ful-
spme, but more than adequate, measure
of adulation from asother portion of the
Press. Bal, as soon as the Mitchell Gov-
ernment weare defeated, the gentlemen in
question, having nothing to do but send
their money out of the State to aveid taxa-
tion turn to carping criticism and thinly
veiled abuse of better men.

The Premier: This is all so ambignoua.
Who are they?

Mr. GEORGE: The Premier’s imagina-
tion will enable him to fill the gap. 1
shonld like to furmish tbe pames, but T
know the Rules of the House, One of
these gentlemen was born here, and the
other was imported. Instead of gloating
over the fragments left after s disaster,
they should fry to help to rebuild. On
the contrary, however, they are seeking to
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pull down the entire falric of the State
for the gratification of private spleen.
Those gentlemen should be comcerned with
serving the iutevests of the State, not for
what they may get out of it, but simply
from a sense of duty to Western Apstralin.
They should adopt that course instend of
acting as renegades, as they are doing tn-
day. Mention has been made of the Com-
monwealth rood grant. T understaod the
Minister for Works does not intend 10
spenk on the Address-in-reply, but he eonld
give further details about it if he chose.

The Premier: It all depends on what you
Bay.

Mr. GEORGE: The Commonwealth road
grant reminds me of the old story about
the Greeks. You will remember, Mr.
Speaker, that there is a saying that when
the Urecks bepin to make gifts, it is time
for honest men to look out. When the
Commonwealth commences making gifts to
‘Western Australia, it is time for the Gov
ernment to keep their eyes skinned and
their intellects keen to ascertain what is
happening., Under the |roposal of the Com.
monwealth they were to hand over £300,000
to the States for road construction. Out of
that amount, Western Australia’s share
wag to he £96,000. There were certain
conditions attached to the grant. We were
asked to send our plans to Melbourne. We
did so and they appear on the file. Those
plans, however, were rejected. The En-
gineer-in-Chief  happened to he in Mel-
bourne at the time and I sent him a tele-
gram asking him to see the Commonwealtk:
authorities. They would not do anything,
kowever, bui intimated that they would
send their own officer, Capt. Hill, to Perth,
He came to Weslern Australia anid he told
us that we could build only feeder ronds
to serve the railways and that we eould not
build a road between two places econnected
by a railway, nor could we construet ronds
parallel to such lines, We could build
feeder toads at right angles to the rail-
ways. To show what this meant, I raised
the case of Benger where the people were
growing potatoes. Under those conditions
we could spend money in coostrueting a
road at right aogles to the railway line,
hut we coulil not spend a cent. on the three
or four miles hetween Benger and Bruns-
wick where the people were also engaued in
potato growing. The people at Brunswivk
had to eart their prodnets for 115 miles or
g0 to the railway station at Brunswick or at
Benger. Wre could build o rnad from Lake
Grace to Newilpgate because no railway
connecied np the two places, although the
construction of a line had been authorised.
Had the railway been built we rould not
construct 0 rond between those two centres.
The same silly, nonsensical, idiotic business
was earriell throughout the whole of the
Commonwealth conditions governing the
grant. What was the resnlt? Tt was mot
until after Christmas that we conid make a
start to see where we were, Tt was only
then that we could establish an organisation
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to commenee the work, Some of the money
was spent before the Mitehell Government
left office and T exyect the present Minister
for Works has found that the organisation
was fairly complete. We are to receive
further advanees this ycar and a good deal
will he spent. T hope the Minister for
Works wilt have an easier time regarding
the conditions that will be made to apply
to the expenditure of that money, than 1
had to contend with. The Commonwealth
attempted to lay down all sorts of rondi-
tions and the ex-Premier and I had to com-
bat them whenever possible, There 13 much
misconception as to how the money cun be
used and to what works the grant applied.
There was also the question of the traffic
fees. A deputation waited on the Minister
for Works recently and expressed the desire
that the metropelitinn area shonld be ex-
tended eo that those interested could re-
ceive a share of the fees. I do not think
the Gosnells Road Board received any share
of the feea and T confess it is rather hard
for them, as they have just as much wear
and tear on their part of the main road as
the Canning Road Board have to coutend
with. I would not object to an extension of
the area, but it will be necessary for an
amending Bill to be introduced so that such
a conrse can be adopted. That was the
advice the Solicitor General, Mr. Sayer,
gave me. From the remarks of the mem-
ber for Lecderville (Mr. Millington) it 1s
apparent that he does nnt understand the
position. Possibly others too are not aware
of the facts regarding the Perth-Fremantle
road. Much to the disgnst of Rir William
Lathlain, when he was mayor of Perth, T
insisted wpon Perth paying a larger share
towards the upkeep of the Perth-Fremantle
road because 47 per cent. of the traffic
along that road originated in Perth, We
proved that to be so znd in the circum-
stances it was only right that Perth should
contribute something towards the upkeep
of the road. To show the abanrdity of the
position, the Claremont Road Board have
2% miles of this wmain artery within their
boundaries and they collected only one licange
fee amounting to 10s. .The Mitchell Govera-
ment took over the matter and carried on
the scheme, If the Minister for Works
ean improve upon the arrangements we ar-
rived at, I shall not growl, One point that
did not occur to me mor to the officers of
the department when the Traffic Aet was
being dealt with, rceferred to the license
fees for drivers. Those fees go into Con-
colidated Revenne and T do mot think that
should be so. They should he added to the
traffic fees and nsed in the ordinary way.
Tf the Minister intends to introdree a Bill
to extend the metropolitan area so that it
shall come within the scope of the Aet, 1
hope he will deal with this peint as well.
The member for Avon (Mr. Griffiths) spoka
about the fines. It seems to me that it is
asking too much of the road boards to ex-
peet them to prosecute people and not re-
ceive the fines. The Minister is not respon-
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sible for that position, however, because
under legislation passed in 1906 all Police
Court fines have to be paid into Consoli-
dated Revenue. Until amending legislation
is passed thosc fines must continve to go
into Consolidated Revenue, [ think the road
hoards should have the beneflt not only of
their costs, but of the fines as well, so that
the money may be unsed for traffic purposes.
T do not think Parliament intended that the
uioniey should go into Consolidated Revenue,

Mr, Griffiths: If that was the desire of
the House, why has it taken yon three years
to find out the position? Why did you not
rectify it?

Mr. GEORGE: Ministers lave power to
say what Billa are necessary, but it is for
the Premier to decide what Bills shall be
put hefore the House, A Minister cannot
bring forward a Bill unless he is disloyal
to his leader.

Mr. Griffiths: This matter was pigeon-
holed uR soon as 1 left Parliament.

My, GRORGE: The hon. member is able
to talk! He does not care how much proof
exigt<; if it does not suit his case he puts
it aside.

Mr, Griffiths: You are absclutely wrong.

Mr. GEORGE: All right; I have made
the statement. It is understood that the
Government intend to amend the Land Tax
and Tncome Tax Asgsessment Aet to force
people with land adjacent to railways to
use those lands. In theory that sounds all
right, but the matter must be dealt with
carefully. Many areas adjacent to the rail-
ways are held by people, but they know the
quality of the land and therefore do not

touch it. However, we can deal with the
Bill when it is before va. The member for
Menzies (Mr, Panton) referred to the

sandalwood question. I do not know much
about it, hut the conditions laid down in the
Act should he earried out. If they are not,
and the men are being unfairly treated, I
will not raise a word of protest if action is
taken to deal with the position,

Mr, Panton: It ig not under the Act, but
under the regulations that the damage has
been done.

Mr. GEORGE: The member for Katan-
ning (Mr. Thomson) made a sing-song about
the acts of discourtesy towards him by the
Mitchell Government. No one can be more
discourteons than the member for Katan-
ning. He once told me that T Lhad the hide
of a rhinaeeros. Later on, however, he told
me that T was the onlt yperson who showed
him any eourteay.

Mr, Thomson: You are not far wrong.

Mr. GFORGE: T am afraid the hon.
member's judgment was impaired.

Mr. Thomson: It was correct.

Mr. GEORGE: T regretted to hear the
Premier state that so much money ia owing
on arcomnt of interest in connection with
the roldier settlers. T know it is a matter
that has to he dealt with carefully, and cer-
tainly a little more con<ideration should be
shown for those settlers than, perhaps, for
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some other people. We know that the
goldiers took up the ¢udgels in the nations’
quarrel and did their duty for us. It is up
to us, therefore, to do what we can for the
soldier settlers, If faults were made by the
Ministries with which T have been connected,
there i3 no harm in attention being given to
those points. If there is £352,000 owing on
account of interest, it seems to me that there
ig need for an inquiry to ascertain why this
is 0. If the men have gone bhack to that
extent in a few years, it is vp to the Hfate
to nscertain how they are to get on in the
future. This shopld be done first of all in
the interests of the men themselves and,
seeondly, in the interests of the State. Tt
would be ridiculous to let them dawdle along
getting deeper in the mire.  Some steps
should be taken to ascertain whether it is
possible to place those men in a better
position to meet their liabilities.

Mr. Lutey: ¥Your Govermmnent knew the
position, did they not?

Mr. GEORGE: I sympathise with the
TPremier in that he has heen forced to join
the Federal Loan Council. My views re-
garding Federation are known, Irrespee-
tive of what party may be in power, I do
not think tbe Federal Governments have
carriell on in the best interests of the States.
I will not say that Western Auatralia has
been humilinted, but in my opinien the
State has been treated with seant courtesy
respecting her liabilities and responsibilities.
Before we entered Federation, Western
Australia was moving ahead satisfactorily.
Had we kept our Customs duties and carried
on, we woull probably have a pepulation
now of hetween three-quarters of a million
and a million people. Instead of that, Fed-
eration las nade Vietoria and New South
Wales the manufacturing centres for the
whole of Australia, and people who were
here and would have stayed in Western Aus-
tralia, had the position been more satisfae-
tory, have had to go to other parts of Aus.
tralin where they knew they conld do better.
We are patriotic regarding the Common-
wealth, but we should surely get some return
tor our assgeiation with Federation; I do not
refer to money, but rather to consideration.
I know that sime four or five years agn
I went over to Melbourne with Sir Henry
Lefroy and Mr. Gardiner, asd I was the
only Minister whe came back with any-
thing settled, and even that the Federal
people tried to unsettle afterwards. I got
a sheet of foolscap, wrote down what had
heen apreed npon, and got it signed, and
eoven ther they tried to get out of it. The
other two gentlemen had pleniy of pro-
mizes, but when they got back they found
there was no pie-crust. Western Aastralia
has subscribed to the Loan Couneil be-
enuse the Premier rays we eannot help it.
T am snrry for that, and T only hope he
will not get hiz foot too Aeep into the
Federal mire. The member for Guildford
(Hon. W. D. Johnson) ia to be congratu-
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Jated upon the very interesting speech he
made. He is an old member and an ex-
Minister, and is pretty level-keaded. His
suggestion that the case for Western Aus-
tralia should be prepared as early as
possible in readinesa for the Federal
Royal Commisgion, is a good one. What
he stated with regard to other inquiries
is a fact. The interests of the State are
Bo much at stake that we ought fo be able
to find officers to consult with some of our
leading merchants, manufacturers and
induoetrialists, so that the whole case could
be put together in suc¢h a way as to show
what Weatern Australia wants and what
she has a right to expect.

Mr, Lutey: We have a Commission in
existence now.

Mr, GEORGE: We have any number of
Commissions, but what are they? I was
rather disappointed when the hon. mem-
ber satd of the deficit of six millions,
{iThere is no opportunity to reconcile the
position with our present population.
Therefore the deficiency on revenue
account must continue.'’ I join issue
with bim there. The Mitchell Govern-
ment were able to reduce the deficit each
year during the last two years, There
may be some room for criticism of the
methods they employrd, but the fact re-
mains that they did reduce it. I see mo
reason why the present Government, if
they follow gimilar or better lines, should
not bring ua out with a surplus instead of
a deficit at the end of the current finaneial
year. Of course if wo got a surplus it would
he devoted to reducing the accumulated
deficit. For a member to get down in the
dumpe, however, becaunse we have a
deficiency of six millions—well, I do not
care ‘‘tuppence’’ for such a memher, The
State will carry it; the State is honest
and the State will pay; but we want
time, and if we require time we ghall be
deing nothing different from every other
country, event Great Britnin itself, the
centre of finance in the old world. The
member for Avon (JMr. Griffithe) gave 2
long tirade about the Yorkrakine railway.
He probably does not know everything.
Part of the delay during my term of office
was dwe tn & proposition put up by the
Federal Government. T discessed it with
the Commaonwealth engineer, Mr. Bell, Tt
was suggested that the Commonwealth
railway should come from KEalgooriie to
Merredin and then branch off between our
mnain goldfields line and the Dowerin line.
Had that been done, it would bave saved
a tremendous Iot of changing at the break
of gauge. If the Commonwesalth line were
bronght from Kalgeorlie te Perth, how-
ever, and took the place of our present
goldfields line, at every point where our
feeder lines joined, the bhreak of gauge
difficulties would prevail. Na mechanical
means have been devired whereby narrow
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gauge tracks can be run on broad gauge
lines. Ever since I was a boy efforts have
been made in thia direction, but so far
without success, In Eagland efforis were
made to cope with the difficulty, and
eventually a uniform gauge was decided
upon there,

Mr, Thomson: Where do the Common-
wealth prepose to rum their line now?

Mr. GEORGE: They propose to follow
the present line. There has been much
eriticiam of the ex-Premier, He¢ has been
charged with not having done this, that
and the other. Sir James Mitehell 4did
what he believed to be his honest daty to
the State. He made mistakes as everyone
olse has done, but anyone who triea to be-
little him or wheo says he has done nothing
is not familiar with the history of West-
ern Australia. T do not think Sir James
would ¢laim that he has done everything.
I do not elaim that he initiated the group
settlement scheme, but he cerzainly did
take the question in hand, no matter who
had it in mind, whether it was Pickering
Brook or someone else, Tf Sir James made
mistakes, he made them honestly.

Mr. Lutey: Ie is open to critieism.

Mr. GEORGE: T did not always agree
with 8ir James Mitehell, ‘I had differ-
enceg with him, but T would not admit for
a moment that in wbat he did for the
settlement of Western Awustralia he was
animated by other than love for the land
in whieh he lives. The way things are
going now reminds me of the time when
Federation hecame an aceomplished faet.
We know Western Australia voted for
Federation, but now you would have to
go through the State with a fine-tooth
comb to disrover anyone who would admit
having voted for Federation. Tt is a pity
that those penple who have been pitching
into my chief cannot find better scope for
their epergies. We have now a number
of gentlemen who are trying to make ont
that they were not the eause of the fall
of the Mitehell Governsment. One promin-
ent genotleman, connected with a news-
paper T believe, tries to make out that he
was not responmsible, and another says he
dil not exoetly do it. though ha thought
of it and helped it along. Then we have
a gentleman who has resigned many tlmes
from the presidentship of the farmers’
eonference, I think he resigned two or
three times to.day and still is going back.
He does not quite know where he ia. If
members who follow him rememhered
their position in the House nnd devoted
their thrughte and abilities te trying to
bring ua sl! together

Mr. Thomson: So they did.

Mr. GEORGE: And thus help Western
Australia along, they would be doing
something to make this country more com-
fortable and prosperous. Nothing will be
aceomplished by the carping spirit of
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eriticism tounded on envy, batred, and
malice.

Mr, Thomson: Had Monger’s advice

been accepted———

Mr. GEORGE: Who is Mongert I do
not know him.

Mr. Thomson: This State would have
been saved many thousands of pounds.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order |

AMr. GEORGE: If I could ask the hon.
member a question through you, S8ir, I
should like to know whether Monger is
the gentlemun who had the impudence to
write a letter to me, a Minister of the
Crown, telling me that if I dJid not de
what be wanted he would report me to the
Premier. 1f he is that gentieman, the hon.
member is welcome to keep him.

Mr., Panton: What did you tell him?

Mr, G~EORGE: Bometimes I wuse short
words,

The Minister for Works:
on the du‘partmental files?

Mr. GEORGE: No, the letter wap writ-
ten to me, I suppose, in a sort of semi-
private capacity, and my reply unfortu-
nately, suffered from internal combusion
and vanished.

The Minister for Works: I think I shall
have to have a search made for it,

Mr. Thomson: But still we survive |

Mr, GEORGE: I think it speaks poorly
for a man when others have to ask him re-
peatedly to retain a position after he has
told them he will not do so, and after he
has told the country that unless it sup-
ported what he was preaching, he would re-
tire from the movement altogether. Yet these
fentlemen try to persuade him to remain on
the pedestal he shonld never have occupied.
The question of finance was raized by the
member for Guildford. He said oor sysiem
was wrong. Tt always is wrong to the other
fellt w, but I expeet the present Government
varried out the practiee of former yvears, The
bhooks ure kept open till the 10th July for
the collection of revenue. If the Govern-
ment closed down on the 30th June, they
would be 10 days short of a year’s revenue.
Instead of the year for the collection of
revenue being from the lst July to the 30th
June, it is really from the 11th July to
the 10th July. The statement that expendi-
ture had been held over and that accounts
bad been kept back, instead of being paid,
has no foundation to my knowledge. 1
kuow whnt T laid down in the departments
T controlled: it was that bills should be paid
promptlv. The member for Claremont
(Mr. North) made some remarks about sub-
seriptions thut members were called upon to
ray. This ia one of the things that strike
most new members. When they join the
Houve they discover that they are elected
patron of this and president of that and
snubseriptions are expected of them. I de
not regard it a3 he does, namely, that the
poor man could not afford to pay and that
the rich man gave subseriptions as a bribe.
I have always regarded these organisations

Is your reply
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ay having a fair claim upon my Parliament-
ary salary. It is well known that I opposed,
tooth and nail, payment to members. I did
pot think it right and I do not think it is
right now. It is & poor country that can-
oot find men who have done sufliciently
well to serve it for the purposes of Parlia-
ment. But as the ‘“West Australian’’ did
me the honour to say, oceasionally I am
somewhat archaie in my notions. The sub-
seriptions are paid and I do not congider
their payment as anything ic the shape ot
% bribe. 1 think the hon. member will take
a different view of this matter later on.
The hon. member mentioned that the deficit
was equal to £160 per head. 1 do not eare
2 rap about that. It may take Western Aus-
tralia a long time to pay its debts, but in
my opinon the people are not only politic-
ally honest but personally honest, and their
deseendants will be the same. I am con-
vioem] that we can carry the burden and
in doing so we shall make the best of it,
Are we to remain aweke at night because
we have a deficit of six millions? It iz a
serions position T admit, but the State is
goeod enough for twice that amount. There
is one matter in the speech of the member
for Lieederville (Mr. Millington) to which I
must refer.  The hon. member made some
remarks regarding Mr. Justice Draper. Ll
may not know it, but I assure him that it
was with very great difficulty that the ex-
Premier was able to persuade Mr. Draper
to take a seat on the Supreme Court bench,
and nothing in the shape of ipstructions to
the effeet that he was to do so and so were
issued. I am very sorry that anyone should
have that idea, becanse we know it to be
untrne.  Whatever My, Draper’s predilee-
tions may he as a private individual he had
a right to them, but T am satisfled that he
js an honourahle and npright man, and if
an attempt were made to dictate to him
he wonld not hesitate to do as Mr. Justice
Higgins did when Mr., Hughes, the then
Prime Minister, made an attack upon him.
I do not think this House should be used as
a vehicle for pouring abuse and confumely
on the gentlemen who oecupy the position
of judges in the State. All are as honest aa
anyone within the boundaries of the State,
and if hon., members believe what they
say about those who hold these high and
important positions, their proper course is to
tmpeach those gentlemen, and in that way
they will be tried by their peers. T chal-
lenge any hon. member to take that con-
stitutional eourse. ¥f he is mot prepared
to do that, then he had better leave the
indges alone. Tf the member for Leeder-
ville knew Mr. Justice Draper as T know
him, he would regard him as a man whose
honnur is unblemished and unsullied. The
same hon, membher said he would like to
know why tle Claremont tranway extensinn

waa bnilt, I do not know what he had in
his mind. T live at Claremont.

The Premier: Quite unnecesuary to oh-
serve that.
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Mr. GEORGE: The reason for the ex-
tension of the tramway line to Claremont
was in order to afford conveniemces for a
number of people. During the progress of
the railway strike quite a number of people
who had been in the habit of using the
trains walked to their homes from the ex-
isting tramway terminus at Nedlands or
trusted to someone to give them a lift in
a8 motor car. Now that this extension has
been completed I travel by it and 1 fna
that it has been fairly well patronised.

The Minister for Railways: The traffic
is not improving.

Mr. GEORGE: The dificulty now is the
number of charalanes that are robbing the
trams of a pgreat portion of the traffic.
One can get into a charabane anywhere he
likes and come to Perth for 9d., and he is
dropped in the eentre of the ecity in the
space of 25 minutes; but take a tram and
the time occupied in the journey is from 38
to 43 minuvtes. T have tried it dozens of
times. Even then you are not taken right
through to Perth. You go to King’s Park
gates and then you have to change into
another tram, and if it is not there you
must wait. Last night I left the Tlouse
shortly after 9 o’cloeck and cavght my tram
to King’s Park gates. T waited eight
minutes before the Claremont car arrived.
It was delayed on the road. It is always
liable to be delayed on the road. There should
be a through tram, and there should be
comnection with the Nedlands Purk tram that
goes by way of Mount’s Bay-roai. The chara-
banes run every quarter of an hour through-
out the day. I think there are eight of
them now, and they are able to maintain a
fairly econtinuoua service, Tach of these
ears carries, T understand, 24 passengers.
If the Claremont trams were taken ag far as
Cottesloe Beach, there would be ample justi-
fication for them. We must give people the
convenicnces they want. The Government
talk nhout dealing with the motor traffic;
the Government eannot deal with it. They
can get power to do many thingy, but they
eannot inferfere with the conveniences of
the people unless thev provide something
that is equally good. When the Traffie Bill
was before the Hounse it was mever contem-
plated that there would be an advent of
motor huses, nor even heavy motor lorries
which we find to-day competing with the
railways, and the feex that were decided
on were nut fixed on the highest secale.
Moter lorries are robhing the railways of
a considerable amount of freight. It must
easily he a couple of thousand tons a week.
They should he compelled to pay a heavier
tax, ond I think the charahanes should also
pay a cond deal more than they do, seeing
that they are plying for hire. When fees
were fized we had in view only private cars
and the taxi cabs. There was no thoueht at
that time of competition with the railways
develaping in the manner that it has done,
These are all the remarks T have to offer
this evening, and T thank hon. members

ns
for having listened patiently to what
I had to say. A duty devolves on both

sides of the House to do everything possible
for all classes of the community. If any
Government—I do not care which it be—
legislates for one class only, they will be
doing that which they were aot put into
power to rarry out. The Government should
do justice all round. I do not think there
is any need to warn Ministers, but I say
to them that, having been placed in power,
they should know exactly what to undertake
and they should try to be fair to all clasaes
of the community. If that be the spirit in
which the Government will face their duties,
T shall be prepared to extend every help to
them,

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.40]:
After an acquaintance with you, Mr.
Speaker, extending over a period of 20
years, it is omly right that T should join
in the congratulations that bave been ex-
tended to you on your elevation to the high
post you now oceupy. I niso congratulate
some of the new members on the speeches
they have made, and particularly T have in
mind one or two apeeches made by new re-
presentatives of the farmers, speeches that
were very interesting. They emanated from
men with practical minds, who know the
difficulties and who know the conditions and
also know the possibilities of this great
State. It is to be hoped that their firat
consideration as representatives will not be
merely to allow Nationalists or the country
dwellers to direct their policy, but to keep
appermoat in mind the welfare of the far-
mer in Western Australia, and possibly, if
they do that, instead of merely acting as
an ndjunct to the Nationmalist party, they
will be doing something indeed for the
farmers of the State. I do not know that
any good purpose will be served by entering
into reeriminations in respect of past Gov-
ernments. The political pendulum has un-
dergone its inevitable swing. The previous
Government made mistakes sufficient at
least to demand a change of Government,
or the electors made a mistake in bringing
about 2 change. We of course naturally
believe that the former prompted the people
of this State when they desired to effect a
ehange in the form of Government., Whilst
T think it is always well that members
should indulge in healthy eriticism of the
acts of this or any other Government, lot
mr say that ¥ will in no way reserve criti-
cism of what T think is not right, even
against the present Government, but I will
not he mean-souled enough not to find
virtnes in the other man. T believe that the
past Government were actuatedl by 2 ain-
cere desire to see the State progress, and
I wish to pay a tribnte to that big
anid peneroua-hearted Weatern Australian
who led the previous Government. I
refer to Sir James Mitchell. That gen-
tleman, like all others, made mistakes,
and it i= to be hoped, and T helieve we can
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expeet, that when the inevitable change
again comes about—of course I believe
it will be many years before that hap-
pens—at least the same generous tributes
will be paid to the work of the party now
in office. It is to be hoped that Parlia-
ment will back up the Government's
policy of land settlement and migration.
The effective utilisation of land adjacent
to railways has a direct bearing on the
economic fabrie of Western Australia.
Considering the enormous sums of money
invested in railways it is ewsential that
we should bhave effective occupation of
the land. Without it the State cannot
hope to prosper. Some men are cowardly
enough to hesitate over a sound progres-
sive poliey of land settlement. 8o, teo, in
the matter of establishing secondary in-
dustries, or the development of our great
natural rtesourees, Professor John Tin-
dale, speaking of ereative law said, ‘*This
is too great a theme for me to handle, bhut
it must assuredly be handled when we,
like streaks of morning mist, have melted
into the infinite azure of the past.'’ Seo
we find many sections of the community
with emall, mean minds and a total dis-
regard of the natural wealth of the State.
It is troe that with effective occupation
of our lands we should have better methods
of farming. It was interesting to note
the remarks of the member for Toedyay
(Mr. Lindsay) in this eonneectton, With
all Aue respect to our farmers, I beliave
they have not yet started to farm
preperly. For the last quarter of a cen-
tury we have had, and have been paying
for, an observatory through which to
study the abstruse science of astronomy.
We spend £3,000 or £4,600 per annum on
astronomy, but will not spend a shilling
on an agricultural college or an agricul-
tural chemist. 1% is unquestionable that
the farmers have not that appreciation of
the practical application of science to
their everyday calling that they should
bave. With ali due regard for the study
of astronomy, 1 say that our State, being
in ite pioneering stage, and so having no
money to spend on luxuries as have the
older States of the Commonwealth, bas
something more pressing to attend to
than the study of an abstract sdiemce sneh
as astromomy. There is the everyday
bread and butter consideration of what
we can do for all seetions of the com-
munity. It is a crying shame that in
Western Australia, where we have raised
the wheat output to 18,000,000 busbels,
we have not an agricultural chemist. The
whole problem of profitable production is
one of trying to harness the known
sciences. To-day it is almost impossible
for us to export meat to the old world
because the great Argentine Republie, 25
or 30 years ago, gripped tightly the
econgmic aspect of development. That
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great republic founded the Bank of
Argentina, and that bank has played oo
small part in the development of the
republie. Tt is te be hoped that as bank-
ing is one of the planka of our party’s
platform we shall be able to follow suit.
Industrial banks would form a great
adjunct to industry. It is zlmost im-
possible for this State to progress unless
we can get a firmer grip of the flnances
than we have to-day. Turning to the
important question of fertilisers, T may
fay the Government have approached it
in the widest possible epirit of helpful-
ness, The fertiliser companies have huilt
up big assets in Western Australia, and
have supplied the farmers with fertilivers
—at a price, Bnt apart from the com-
mercjal side of the question there is also
the national agpect, which no Government
can lose sight of. We have big areas of
light lands almest impossible of being
bronght under profitable cultivation un-
less we can cheapen fertilisers. 8o, later
in the session, at the instance of the Gov-
ernment, I will move that a gelect com-
mittee be appointed to inquire inmte all
aspects of the fertiliser trade in Western
Australia. In other parts of the world,
in Franee, in Germany, in America, in
8weden, in Norway, even in England the
authorities have not been unmindful of
the great advances made by science. The
time may c¢ome when it will be found
harder for our farmers to supply wheat
at competitive rates tham it s to-day.
Russia has raised her production to
2,000,000 tons, When Russia again enters
competitively inta the markets of the
world, probably the whole economic posi-
tion will change. And with the settle-
nient of the economic problems between
Great Britain and Russia, probably it will
be found that the great Rusgian market
wil] be opened and that our farmers will
be standing in competition with those of
Russia, who in years gone by produced
wheat at a very low price. So it
hehoves the farwwers' represcatatives in this
Housge to be active and have but one single
thought, namely, the welfare of the farm-
ers, [ hope that party will never again
link np with the XNationalist Party, whe
canput represent the rural worker half so
vffectively as ean the rural representative.
I hope that when I move for the select
spmmittoe to imquire iute the  fertiliser
aquestion I sball have the whole-hearted co-
aperation of our farmers’ represcotatives.
The tim has arvrived whon the position must
e reviewed tn see whether we cannot ub-
tain tor the farmuers fertiliser at a rate
that will enable them to compete suceess-
fullv againat growers of other nationali-
vies.  In Western Anstralin we have top
gections: We have the loyal Western Aus
tralians, and we have domiciled in Western
Australin people who never do anything
but deery everything Western Australian.
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We ought to have a greater regard for the
vast natora) resources of the State. We
do not want a man whe is prepared merely
te think in threepenny bits: a man who
bauiks at amy duty betore him. Rather
do we want mer who will think big, and
act couragecusly. Only by having such
men car we develop the State. Many tines
bave I spoken of establishing secondary
industries in Western Australia. Some peo-
ple say we ought to wait until the primary
industries are daveloped to a greater ex-
tent, but L say the time is now that we
should get a close grip of this al-im-
portant problem, To-day we should be pro-
ducing many of ovr own requirements, We
could do it if only we could evolve & policy. We
cannot go on sending six or seven millions
of money per aanum to the Eastern States
manuvfacturers. A Parliament or a people
that would tolerate that fer any great
length of time would he suffering from
either cowardire or Inziness, ~There is no
need for us to import hutter, eggs, hacon
andl other commodities from the Eastern
Btates. There is no need for them to sup-
ply us with wearing apparel, and 15 or 20
other lincs of manufactures that could be
produced in Western Australia, thus pro-
viding work and wealth within the State
and relieving the burden of taxation, We
want men who ean think big, not men of
parrow vision who cry wait, wait until our
secondary industries are developed. Haad
in hand with the development of our great
rural lands we should establish many see-
ondary industries that will ultimately play
an important part in the welfare and pro-
gress of the State. T hope there will be a
keener appreeintion of the necessity for
starting industries in Western Australia,
to provide employment and epporfunity for
nur boys and girls. We do not want our
boys and girls to bave to leave for the
Eastern States after receiving their educa-
tion here. We know this is due to Federa-
tion, the policy of wheih is dictated by the
big Eastern States manufacturers. T bope
we shall be able to evolve a poliey that will
have the backing of the Government. It
is mot n matter of monetary backing; it
is maral hacking we want, We want the
moral stiffening that Parlioment and the
Government can give to struggling indus-
tries. If Parlinment tock up this question
in earneat, the people wonld follow the lead.
In this State we have rich lead mines. The
Minister for Railways knows thnt in the
Northampton district are large recerves of
ore. Those mines have been fostered by a
Government grant to the extent of £25,000,
When the mine was thus placed on its feet,
the directors immediately arranged tn ship
the output to Belgium, leaving our Fre-
mantle smelting works idle.

The Minister for Railways: They would
not o it at a fair price.

Mr, LAMBERT: I do not know anvthing
about that. ¥From an unnecessaty constit-
went-—sulphur—could be manufactured sup-
ervhosphates for the farmer and in that
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way industries could be correlated and
made to assist each other. It was a shame
that, after the Government had found the
money to back tbe mire, the ore should be
shipped to Belgium. We have thousands
of tuns ot timher going over the fire echutes
in the timber areas every year, We have
millions of tons of iron ore. In Norway
and Bweden wood fuel is being used to
manufacture soft irom, which is sent to
Western Australia, Why is not some at-
tempt made to grapple with the problem
ot our waste? [ hope the farmers will
realise that their great sheet anchor is tha
home market. Ultimateiy they may have
to face great forces of competition with
other countries maore favourably situated
in relation to the big markets, and may
then have to rely exclusively upon tbe home
market tor the sale of their produce. Thia
being so0, they should endeavour to realise
the importance of having secondary indus-
tries established within the State. It is en-
fortunate that scme new members should be
under the impression that the mining in.
dustry ie played out. Gold mining raised
Western Australia from a penal settlement
to the prond position of one of the richest
sovereign States. In a comparatively few
years it produced over 150 million pounds
worth of wealth, but we have mnever had
the sympathetic policy that waa necessary
to develop our mineral resources, Primary
producers seem to overlook the great part
that mining has played in the opening up
of this State, but let me remind them that
while only a quarter of a million has been
lent to mining, the farmers have received
loans to the extent of six millions. It is
a difficult matter to devise a policy that
would receive the endorsement of all see-
tions of Parliament.

Mr. C. P, Wansbrough: One is a staple
asset.

Mr, LAMBERT: Of the total exzporta-
tions from Western Australia doring the
last 30 years, mineral wealth has been ra-
sponsible for 30 per cent,, so it has played
a great part in the economic Life of the
State. In the early days of the farming
industry, it was the population of the min-
ing areus that provided an outlet for the
farmers’ produce. The mining community
are taxed in almost every direction. When
they got a water supply they were asked
to pay for it in a comparatively fow
yeara. The mining industry carried almost
the whole of the burden of the non-paying
railways from the inception,

Mr. ¢, P. Wansbrough: The position is
reversed to-day.

Mr, LAMBERT: I do not know that it
is. Pnagibly the day will come when ounr
farmers will rue their pursnit of foreign
markets. They should focus their atten-
tion on enlarging home markets, which
will prove more important than the
phantom-like foreign markets we hear so
much about to-day. If the loeal market
be developed hand in hand with other
indunstries, the farmers will not then have
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to rely upon the uncertain markets in
foreign lands. The Government intend to
grapple with one of the difficulties con-
fronting the mining industry in a very
practical way. A Royal Commission con-
sisting of a mining engineer 1s to be
appointed to ascertain the reserves of ore
jn the mines in the Kalgoorlie district.
It would be out of the question to appoint
a Commission to inquire generally into
the mining industry, beeause it wounld be
years before & report could be made avail-
ahle, The idea of appointing a mining
engineer as a Royal Commissioner could
bave application to only a few of the big
mines in the Kalgoorlie distriet, The
mine owners ¢laim that they have large
reservea of low grade orea. From the late
Government they receive £40,000 per
annum by way of a reduction in water
charges in order to assist the industry,
but that I consider to be merely a dole.
It will be the function of the Commie-
gioner to ascertain the extent of the
known ore reserves, their value, and
whether by an alteration of mining and
metallurgical methods, these ore reserves
can be profitably treated. I said in 1916,
and I repeat it to-night, and with all due
regard to the metallurgists on the mines,
that some of their methods, to put it
mildly, have become antiquated. The oil
flotation process, I believe, will solve the
problem of dealing with the low-grade
ores. There are four or five million
pounds worth of ore reserves blocked out
that under present conditions are unpay-
ghle. Rather than give the mines a dole
of £40,000 a year in the way of reduced
water charges, it would be better for the
Government to guarantee the interest on
a fair expenditure for an up-to-date mail-
ing plant. While a reduction for water
might be important to the mines, it is not
the erux of the question. The erux of the
question is whether methods can be de-
vised to treat the ore reserves at a
cheaper rate than in the past. The
Govermnent arc tackling this problem in
such a way as to reveal whether the ore
reserves that are unpayable to-day can
be profitably treated. The Minister for
Mines is tackling the problem of mining
in this State with an earnestness char-
acteristic of him. He is formulating cer-
tain practical suggestions to asgist the
industry that should go far to carry out
the peolicy so long advocated by members
representing the mining indusiry in this
House. Some of the bigger mining dis-
tricts of the State are almost depopulated,
although there are big lines of lodes and
reefg there that should be prospected in
some way. As it seems almost impossible
to procure the capital necessary to take
the inifial steps, it develves wunpon the
Government to make a national question
of this and go in for a comprehensive sys-
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tem of boring, We indicated suffictent to
the Minister during his recent visit to
the castern goldfields to make him see
that this is the only feasible way of
bringing some of these mines into profit-
uhle productuion. He also had an oppor-
tunity of seeing the experimenmts in oil
fiotation carried out in the Kalgoorlie
Srhool of Mines. This is a technical sub-
Jjeet with whieh T am not going to weary
members. Tn America oil flotation is re-
garded as probably the leading metallurgi-
val process dealing with certain classes
of ores that ave very eimilar to those on
the goldfields. I hope the Government
will be prompted to put up a small oil
flotation unit on the Coolgardie State bat-
tery. T believe that will be the means
of demonstrating that some of the sul-
pbide ores in Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie and
ather parts of the State can be profitably
treated in a_fairlv big way at the rate
of £1 per ton. Many mines to-day are
struggling with the problem of trying to
reast the whole of their products when
the gold is contained in six or seven
per cent. of " them. If there is any
feasible metallurgical treatment that will
digsociate the mineral containing gold
from the gangne, and render it possible
to treat a similar portion of the
ore, it will be the salvation of the
mining irdustry in the State, The
Government have also indicated their
intention of appointing advisory mining
boards. T believe & board einilar to those
which bave done so much for the farmers,
but differently constituted, wouvld be of
great advantage to the State. There are
in the State many mining men and other
public-spirited men on the eastern goldfields
and on the Murchison who would gladly
give their time in an advisory capacity to
assist the Govermment in revivieg the for-
tunes of the industry, If we can utilise the
gervices of competent advisory mining
boards in the State, subordinate of course
to an executive body which would deal with
the matter of graats, etc., I believe much
good will be done. We shonld urge upon
the Federal Government the necessity for
granting a bonus upon gold. They have
had everything, but have given mothing. It
is heatthy for them to find that members
are thinking along serions lines, and are
determined to see if they eannot remove
some of the chafing shackles of Federation.
Unless this is done, our govereign rights will
soon be taken from ws.  Already liberal
bonuses are given to manufacturers in the
Eastern States, and it is well that the Fed-
eral Government should know there are in-
dustries in this State that are also worthy of
consideration. They should appoint a Com-
mnawealth geologist. In the case of other
industries established recently. experts have
heen appointed. This is a great mineral
State, and is only in its infancy so far as
minerals are concerned. Tt is an obligation
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cast upon the Federal Government to create
a geological department, something on the
Lines of that in the United States, and to
endeavour to give us the best geological
knowledge the world produces so that we
may demcnstrate what great mineral wealth
we possess. It must not be thought that
Western Australia is worked out in the imat-
ter of minerals. Both as regards minerals
and metals, for which there is world-wide
use, we have unlimited quantities. Ounr prin-
cipal mines are gold mines, but there are
mauy nseful minerals and metals that could
he mined equally profitably and would play
a great part in the eeconomic life of West-
ern Australia. We went before the country
with a sound and progressive policy. We are
fully seized of the seriousness of the position
in this State. Side by side with a full re-
gard for our obligations we desire to human-
jse work and industry, make the home
brighter, and endeavour to give to every boy
and girl in the State such equal opportunities
in life a8 will make for respomnsible citizen-
ship, to the end that we may all share in
brotherly union the great heritage and gifts
we Possess.

On motion by Mr. J. H. Smith, debate ad-
Jjourned.

House adjourned at 8.28 p.m,

Tegislative Council,
Thursdey, 14ih August, 1924,

PigE

Personal Explanation: Hon. A. Lovekin an
the Empire Settlement BIL ... .. 321
Questlons ¢ Sandolwood Licenses and Permits ... 922
Address-do-Teply, ninth day . .. B2

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 430
p.m., and read praFers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Hun. A. Lovekin ard the Empire Settlement
Bir.

Hon, A, LOVERKIN {Metropolitan)
[435}: T desire to mnke a por<onal ex-
planation, Mr. President. Dr. Saw in this
House the other evening——

The PRESIDEXNT: T would like to re-
mind the hon. member that his personal ex-
planation is not to he a complete reply to
Dr. Saw’s speech,
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Hen, A. LOVEEIN: No, Sir. Dr. Saw
said he would give any sum I liked to name
to apy charity 1 liked to name if I could
show that Colonel Amery, in dealing with
the Empire Settlement Bill in the House of
Commons, rather bragged that ke Lad made
a gooil deal. Dr. Saw further said that
nothing wus to be found to support my
statement. I now desire to point out what
iz to be found.

The PRESIDEXNT : Anything in the
wature of an explanation is admissible, but
I do not knew whother the hon. member is
quite in order in taking up a challenge.

Hon. A, LOVEKIXN: Dr. Saw stated that
what T had said was not to be fouml

The PRESIDEXT: [f the hon. member
wishes to make an cxplanation, it will be
in order.

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: I just desire to
correct the hon, member somewhat., What
T said is to bhe found in ‘‘Hansard’' of
the 1st Augnst, on page 21, 1922-3 Volume.
These are my words—

I am reforring to this, because whilst

Sir James Mitchell comes home and tells

us what u mapnificent deal he has made,

Colone! Amery also takes credit for hav-

ing made a magnificent deal.

And the other night T said that Colonel
Amery rather brugged ahout tibe deal he
had made. The passage that [ wish to
quote to support that, is to bhe fomad
in the Britisi P’arliament ‘‘Iansard’’ De-
bates, 1922, page 578, and it is exactly the
same ag appuura in our ‘‘ Hansard”" on page
21, word for word as I quoted it. Here is
the passage from the British ‘‘Hansard”’’—
Mr, Amery then said the real difference

lay in the fact that in one case they
wonld have them (the unemployed) still
with us, still unemployed, increasingly
less employable, a permaneat burden on
the country and a weakness to the nation.

Ag it was, they were to-day on productive

work, many of them on the way to be-

come their own masters, supplying us with
goods we needed, and buying our goods,

trading under laws which gave them a

preference over the goods of foreimm na-

tions.

Hon. T, Moore:
that boasting.
Hon. J, Duffell: Tt ia skiting, though.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: In view of what
follows, I think it is hoasting. He goes on
to say—

They were uow considering at that mo-
ment the Western Australian scheme,
under which Western Australia agreed to
settle 75,000 people for £6,000,000, pro-
vidled that the Commionwealth nnd the
Thnited XKingdom contributed a sum
equivalent to one-third of the interrst for
five years. This would cost over a period
of seven or eight years £600,000; in
other words, 10 per vent. of the total ex-
penditure, or only ahout £3 per settler.

But you woull not call



